











JOHN D. WATTLES, 
PUBLISHER. 





Copyright 1885 by John D. Wattles. ™ 
Entered at the Post-office at PhiJadeiphia as “ second-class matter. 


The Sunday School Times will be sent post free for a year to any 
address in the United States or Canada for §2.00. It will be sent on 
trial to any subscriber every week for three months for 00 cents. 

For sale by newsdealers, Price five cents. 


CONTENTS. 
EpirorRialt 


Notes.—Small Change. A Nestor of Critics, 
ting One’s Light Shine. Oriental Liberalism. 


New Supplies. Let- 
Are they Lost For- 





ever? Trust-funds Heavenly. Unwritten History..................... 465 

The Day of All Disp en hccandilediseateEbagdgnepbarsetencsescearoveccscvn coconystcoen 465 
NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS: 

Wiclifand Piers Plowman. Who Can Forgive Sins ”...... ......... . 466 
From CONTRIBUTORS ¢ 

“ Arisen” [poem]. By Mrs. Luther Keene............... ltd ow eincestcbnnbis 467 


The School of the Prophets. By Professor Franz Delitzsch, D.D...... 
Grandmother’s Hymnal [poem]. By Ruth Ogden = 
By Henry W. Hulbert........ qparcdiebewinebincacrinsttbooee 





A World-Problem. 463 
The Constructive Method, from the Teacher's Standpoint. By 
BE Be ties, Sn ncprennescoces secesasesctssnceqevecenccscc ccs censsnsoseccomeccensensesoccsces 468 
Cardinal Finwere, By BE: IW. Comier............ccccsecccssccsccsocssscossee ences sees 4168 
For CHILDREN AT HOME: 
” Roger’s Battle, By Meade Middleton............ ccccssssssssssesssesceseerserenees 469 
Lesson TLELPS: 
Lesson Calendar 470 





[Lesson VI. August 9. The Prophets of Baal. 


1 Kings 18: 19-29.) 


Lesson Text.........- 
Lesson Plan 
Lesson Analysis.................... 
Lesson Bible Reading .. 
Lesson Surroundings. 
Critical Notes. By Professor W. Henry Green, D.D., LL.D 
The Nature and Evils of Indecision. 














By William M. Taylor, D.D., 





Illustrative Applications. By H. Clay Trumbull............0...0.....00 472 
Teaching Hints. By the Rev. A. F. SchauMer....00......00.... ccsceeccseeeee 472 


Hints for the Primary Teacher. 
Blackboard Hints. 

Hints for Lesson Hymns 
Question Hints. By Miss Anna T. Pearce... 


By Faith Latimer. 



















SE verse veccnciscsonsiscsrertesdvcccsesensensccicccosessesccooetesetsesdonse 
Books aNd WRITERS: 

IIIT sccsnicnitincintsiisdnndcheiippnneserebticenrtieneinenbccinds thistesbereonensseass 474 

te Fe CO ccecensastestnerctsntentecsnesee woensenncesecentinsecsscoeseseserees 474 





Theological Encyclopedia and Methodology. The Revelation of 


St. John. The Religious History of Israel. Choh Lin. A City 
Violet. At the Sign of the Blue Boavr.................:cresessorsesossssessees covesseese 174 
WoRK AND WORKERS: 

NNN aE isiisctesiteesccscetscecesonichveshssesoctsenes. coscusdeosevsstidbasesveeses 475 


Summer Assemblies.................. 
Round About the Mission-Fields 
Workers in Council.... 
Councils in Prospect.. ~ 
I anicininct sitarBinsnnntemiens istic, seipubsesmanpovbeipbeets oxevegeuctnassseenessepyeenee 







WorRTH REPEATING: 
PN ocd 10d. wo end sepssctshonnohis silabeldnectacesénasereeaseinéseesens 
A ee IN scsi bttbs chan <sndeecpoosebineredibncesacctoneciysbiundspscenscadcccanin 








Christian charity is too often like a large bank- 


note which may be flourished on occasion to excite | 


the wonder of bystanders, but which is never broken 
up into small change to meet every-day occasions. 
Little labors are the small change into which true 
charity is willing to be turned for life’s common 
needs. Do not-be content with merely discharging 
your charity by large professions of liberality, but 
prove it by those little deeds of pity and grace for 
which you may get no popular applause. 


The Nestor of biblical critics is the venerable Pro- 
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age us in the thought that the means of battling 
these difficulties are as constant as the difficulties 
What matters it if, after eating, we 
-again grow hungry, when God sends us unfailing 
| supplies to satisfy our hunger ? 


themselves. 


thirst? Even if we must “ die daily” in the Lord’s 
service, his mercies are “new every morning; ” 
and where sin has abounded, grace does much more 
abound, day by day. 


There is a good deal of difference between letting 
one’s light shine, and letting one’s self show; and 
either of the two processes may go on independently 
_of the other. The unknown worker who freely 
| expends life, health, and money in the cause of 
| Christ, lets his light shine, even if he does not him- 
| self show; while perhaps another, whose praise is in 
all the newspapers, and whose beneficence is a matter 
| of public fame, may, through a perverted motive, be 
making himself show rather than letting his light 
shine. True, the command reads: “ Let your light 
so shine among men that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father which is in heaven ;” 
but letting men see your good works does not neces- 


’ sarily mean letting them see yourself,—does it? 


That kind of liberalism which recognizes no evil 
/in the world except orthodoxy, is sometimes thought 
to be a special product of our own day. On the con- 
trary, it can lay claim to quite a respectable antiquity. 
According to Professor Darmesteter, of the College 
of France, the Khaleef Almamoon, one of the succes- 
sors of the famous Haroon er-Rasheed, had a valid 
claim to the title. “He was a liberal,” says the 
‘learned French Orientalist, “inasmuch as he sent 
| orthodox people to the gallows, a form of liberalism 
by no means rare—in the East.” Thus one by one 
'the excellencies which are supposed to distinguish 
these present times are seen to stretch back to the so- 
called dark ages; but who could have anticipated 
finding a genuine piece of nineteenth-century “ liber- 
alism” at the court of Baghdad more than a thousand 
years ago? 


Spoil a crystal once, and you spoil it once for all. 
The flaw in a diamond may be hidden beneath the 
clustered gold of the setting, or it may even be cut 
| away by the art of the jeweler; but no art of the 
jeweler can restore a fractured diamond to its origi- 
‘nal integrity of beauty. Is it so with the infinitely 
| more precious jewel of the human soul? 


Not so, for 


What hardship is it, 
if, after drinking from the cool spring, we thirst | 

" : 
again, when God’s springs are always flowing for our 











VOLUME XXVILI. 
NUMBER 30. 


men are hampered because their stock dividends are 
not what they used to be; capitalists feel the depres- 
sion. And sadder than these—many a childless old 
body, or friendless old couple, who had been content- 
edly living on the interest of some small money store 
previously laid aside, cannot live thus at present 
interest rates, and they have to keep drawing on 
| their pitiful little capital for the means of subsistence. 
How about the treasure above? Is there any com- 
| plaint in that direction, from any one? Is there any 
| suffering because God is less bountiful than he used 
\to be? No; the heavenly trust-funds are as sure 
| and satisfactory for this world and the next as they 
| ever were. God still gives unto the children all that 
he promised unto the fathers. “Lay up for your- 
selves treasures in heaven”—~and they will be for- 
| ever safe and unfailing. 
| The unwritten history of the world is contained in 
| desk, cabinet, work-bench, laboratory, and even in 
| the waste-basket. The fragmentary traces we leave 
behind us are the monuments of many judgments te 
be passed on us by those who come after us. Egypt's 
| history has been written from the fragments of stone 
left by a buried population. So many true revela- 
_tions of personal character may be gathered from 
| places in which the persons have sojourned but for a 
time. The morning light striking into a sitting-room 
| tells what was going on there overnight. Disordered 
furniture is the hieroglyph of careless and disorderly 
living. What a history of the readers is left on the 
/margins and covers of the books from a circulating 
library. Every leaf and corner of a leaf becomes a 
| tell-tale of the habits and manners of the people who 
| have used the volume. Look back at the traces you 
| leave in the rooms at home, and in the places which 
| you visit. From a fossil bone, science can reconstruct 
| & mammoth, since all its parts are proportioned to 
| the single relic; so, also, from some fragmentary 
| trace many a reputation has been constructed, and 
| not unfairly. The chips and blocks left by the work- 
/man tell what he has been doing. 


| gets is largely founded on circumstantial evidence 
| furnished by the unnoticed impresses left on one’s 
| surroundings, Hence you may fairly regard every 

passing impress you leave, as in some sense your 
| personal signature. 


The name one 





THE DAY OF ALL DISPENSATIONS. 


1 . . . 
| According to the ancient classical poets, the world’s 
history was comprised in four successive ages or dis- 





fessor Franz Delitzsch of Germany. Scholars of all! here the supernatural rises, as ever, superior to the | pensations,—the age of gold, the age of silver, the 


schools give him honor. In our pages, this week, 


Professor Delitzsch writes of the Schools of the | 


Prophets ; and he corrects some of the errors on this 
subject into which Professor W. Robertsor. Smith and 
other destructive dogmatists have fallen, and in the 
direction ef which they have led their American 
imitators astray. Our readers will know how to 
prize this important contribution to the literature of 
the theme which Professor Delitzsch treats, 





. . * . . | . | 
If there is something disheartening in the thought, There are trust-funds heavenly, and trust-funds 


that so many of life’s difficulties are recurrent—that 
no sooner is the battle won than the foeman is press- 


} 7” . » . . 
natural. The misspent years—the former child-like 
innocence and trust—are they lost forever? 


sense, Yes; in a sense, No. 


In a 
To every trustful fol- 
lower of Jesus, God’s promise is: “I will give thee 
back the years which the locusts have eaten ;” and 
the whole New Testament looks forward to a time 
| when every soul which is redeemed by the blood of 
Jesus shall show again the perfect image of God 
| which was lost in Adam. 





earthly. There are treasures laid up in bank-vaults, 


and there are treasures laid up in heaven. Just now 


| age of bronze, and the age of iron. First, and best 
| of all, was the age of gold, the primeval paradise- 

time, when the year was one perpetual spring, when 

human life knew nothing but joy and peace, when 
'the sword and the shield were unknown, and the 
earth yielded her fruit, untouched by the plowshare. 
Next came the age of silver and of unequal seasons, 
when men first experienced the extreme heat of sum- 
| mer and the cold of winter. To the silver age suc- 
ceeded the brazen age, when men became hostile to 
each other, and strove to decide their disputes by 
| force of arms, Last of all came the dark iron age, a 
| time of shameless iniquity, of open unfaithfulness, of 


mM. upon us agaiine~there is just as much to eneour- | the worldly tates of interest are very low: Business | cruel oppression; and of ceaseless sonflict; The ages 
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of gold, of silver, of bronze, said the poet, have 
passed away, and we are living now in the age of iron. 

Modern science has also professed a historical sys- 
tem of successive ages. First of these was the stone 
age, when the use of metals was unknown, and sav- 
age man had to depend upon sticks and stones for his 
rude tools and weapons. Next came the bronze age, 


cities are to-day nominally Christian, we have also to 
face the fact that in these same cities a cultured pagan- 
ism, as anti-Christian as the paganism of Greece and 
Rome, contends with Christianity for the seat of 
power; that there is no ancient school of wrong 
| thinking or of evil practice, which has not, in prin- 
| ciple, its representatives in our midst; that practical 
or the period of soft metals, when tools and weapons | infidelity sometimes penetrates even to our pulpits, 
were made of copper, or of copper fused with tin. | and that the horse-shoe of popular superstition 
The third was the iron age, when the softer metals | divides the allegiance of many with the cross of 
gave way, in all cutting instruments, to iron and | Christ. 
steel. Ancient poet and modern scientist would have | Christian age, and a Jewish age, we must remember | 
agreed in calling the present the iron age; but one | that it is also an age of atheistic philosophy, of god- 
would have called man’s journey hitherward a grad- | less science, of polished heathenism, of civilized fetish- 
ual descent, the other a gradual ascent. worship, and of nameless sins that would put the 
There is also among some a tendency to divide | nobler paganism to the blush. This we must remem- 
man’s religious history into three totally distinct | ber if we would save the system of Divine revelation 
periods, each governed by special principles of its from being charged with the evils which are due to | 
own. Leaving out of account the primeval paradise, the systems which are still competing with it. 
these thinkers would speak of a primitive age of; When, for instance, we are startled at the discovery | 
polytheism and idolatry, an age of Judaism, or of the of some gigantic evil which has been carried on_ 
assertion of the Divine unity, the age of Christianity, | beneath the very shadow of our churches, and are 
or of an invisible theocratic kingdom. To the mind | tempted to conclude that Christianity has lost her 
of such thinkers the ages of polytheism and Judaism | power in the world, we ought to remember that the 
have already given place to the age of Christianity, | evil is not the product of Christianity at all, but that | 
just as, to the mind of poet and scientist, all previous | its manifestation is simply another warning that the | 
ages have given place to the age of iron. | #8e of paganism is not yet past. These menetzous 
And yet the spectacle of the world as it is, con- evils are the doing, not of those who are faithful to 
forms to none of these three theories. It is the shal- | God and to his Christ, but of those who have forgot- 
lowest poetry, the shallowest science, and the shallowest | ten God, and to whom revelation is a mockery. The 
theology, which speak of successive ages in the | men and women who have given themselves up to 
world’s history, in such a way as to imply that each rival the wickedness of the worst days of ancient 
successive age excludes its predecessors. The poet.of paganism may be urbane, educated, outwardly re- 
deeper insight feels that the golden and the silver fined, wise, as this world’s wisdom goes ; but they are 








When, therefore, we realize that this is a} 








are yet in the world, and to make this Christian age 
a Christian age indeed. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


If there is an ev.or in The Sunday School Times, some 
of our sharp-eyed readers are sure to detect it. And 
those same sharp-eyed observers often suggest the ques- 
tion whether there has been an error, while the questioner 
doesn’t claim to be sure about it. A recent editorial on 


| “The English Bible Before Wiclif’” comes under the 
| serutiny.of a Massachusetts reader, after this fashion : 


On what ground do you speak of Piers the Plowman as be- 
fore Wiclif? (See The Sunday School Times. Vol. XX VIL, 
p- 386.) Skeat makes him (William Langland, or Langley, 
rather, author of Piers the Piowman) “ born about 1332,” and I 
find him writing “ Richard the Redeles”’ in 1399 (Introduction 
to Piers the Plowman, Clarendon Press Series, xviii, xix). 
Lechler makes Wiclif born “at least several years earlier than 
1324” (Kegan Paul. Trench and Co.’s edition, p. 92). He 
died, of course, in 1584. [ suppose that Piers the Plowman, in 
its first and shortest form, came out before Wiclif’s Bible, 
about 1362; but in its latest form, I suppose it was not pub- 
lished until after Purvey’s Revision, about 1390. I should be 
grateful to be corrected if I am wrong, and I regard The Sun- 
day School Times as authority. 

Isn't the correspondent’s question answered by his 
own statement of facts? He says, that Langley pub- 
lished Piers the Plowman before Wiclif’s Bible was 
_ published; although Langley was not born until some 
| years after Wiclif. Now it may not have been the fair 
thing for Langley to publish his poem, while younger 

than Wiclif; but as he actually did do it, we made men- 
_tion of the fact. It was of the poem that we spoke as 
| doing a measure of re‘ormatory work before the appear- 

ance of the first edition of Wiclif’s Bible. We did not 
intend to suggest that the author of that poem was at 
| work before Wiclif was born. 


ages still live in loving and trusting hearts. The not Christian, and their wisdom is not the wisdom of | 


? If only we could answer all the questions which are 
true scientist recognizes that little chronological value | the lowly Nazarene. They have been unfaithful to | asked of us, how simple and how helpful our editorial 


is to be placed upon his ages of stone, of bronze, and | God, and they will not be faithful to their fellow-men. /work would be, in this department. Sometimes the 
of iron; that each overlaps the other in the strangest | It is only malice or stupidity that would charge their questions themselves take our breath away, and we have 


ways; that in the older civilizations all three ages | crimes upon the Christianity whose teaching they 


may be found existing side by side, even within sight | have despised, and whose God they have rejected. 

of the iron furnace and the village schoolhouse, So,| So the field for conquest is yet before us. The 

to the theologian, polytheism, Judaism, and Chris- world is not yet Christianized. We have yet to con- 
quer, in the world without, as skeptical a philosophy, 


tianity still exist together in the world, and the lines 
which divide the historical forms assumed by each,| as real an indifferentism, as Paul encountered in 
| Athens; and as shameless an immorality as he 


are not always clear and distinct. 

This is an age in which all dispensations—good and 
evil—meet. Representatives of all stages of the 
world’s progress and of the world’s degradation, inter- 
mingle daily in our modern life. Here stands one 
who lifts himself erect in the freedom for which 
Christ hath made him free ;_ by his side stands another, 
bound by the links of some still surviving supersti- 
tion. The one is living in the Christian dispensation ; 


tend with the gross superstition which makes some 
"modern Europeans and Americans more perturbed 
_by a glimpse of the moon (a heathen goddess) over 
the wrong shoulder, than by the strongest denuncia- 
tions of evil in the Bible. We have still to drive out 
_ wizards that peep and mutter, and witches of Endor 
'who will summon the spirits of the nether world— 
the other is living yet in the darkness of modified for a consideration. The kingdoms of this world are 
paganism. Week after week Christ crucified is | not yet the kingdoms of God and Christ. 

preached from our pulpits; month after month, agnos- | 
tie dogma and pessimistic indifferentism are pro- 
claimed in our popular magazines. From one plat- 
form rank atheism is declared, with all the dogmatism 


of papal infallibility; from another, an un-moral | others to discriminate, between true religion and 


pantheism ; from a third, the seductive philosophy | the half-religion and infidelities and no-religions, 
that makes pleasure the end and aim of life. In | which are yet struggling in the world. We can pro- 


every great centre of modern thought, we have at claim the message of God in sincerity and in truth ; 


, face of the darkness which is yet struggling before 
the light? To keep our lamps trimmed and our 
lights burning ; 


once a new Jerusalem, a new Athens, and a new. we can guide the erring into the right way; we can | 
“ ; : | ‘ . - "¢ > 
Sybaris. They who own allegiance to the kingdom | make clear the line which divides the kingdom of 


of heaven, jostle in the market-place with those whose ,God from the kingdom of Satan ; we can point out 
allegiance is of the kingdom of evil. They who are that the evil deeds which spring from every evil 
wise in the wisdom which is from above, walk in the | belief are to be taken into account, as well as the 


midst of those whose wisdom is earthly, sensual, devil- | fine speeches of its defenders ; we can show that no 


ish. The age of gold runs parallel to the age of | wrong-doing finds defense or justification in the reli- | 


bronze, the age of iron to the age of silver. | gion which is from God. 

It is important for us to realize this fact, that we} Above all, we can ourselves be singly and sincerely 
live in a day in which all ages of the world meet, in| Christians. If Christians offered no divided alle- 
which all powers of good and evil coexist, and clash | giance, the camps of unbelief and of wickedness 
together. We shall be led into grievous error, if we would be less strong to-day. 
imagine that this is exclusively a Christian (or a! 
Jewish) dispensation. We must take into all our 
estimates of the world’s progress and present condi- 
tion, the fact that the old paganism is not yet dead— 
not even in the centres of our modern civilization,-— 
that the old powers of evil are not yet banished from | 
the world. If the majority of the world’s greatest 


There is nothing which 
error has so much reason to fear, as earnest and 
undivided Christian faith. There is nothing more 
potent to rebuke open or secret wickedness than the 
spectacle of devoted and God-fearing men and 
women, going quietly about their Father's business, 
speaking Christ-like words, doing Christ-like deeds. 
That is the best way to overcome the paganisms that 
° 





sates ar 90 ge ae nn eee 


| ° . r 
denounced in Corinth. We have even yet to con-| 


What, therefore, remains for each of us to do in! 


to discriminate ourselves, and to help | 


hardly the courage and the strength to say that we are 
helplessly ignorant on that point. Just look at this for 
| @ modest request, from a Missouri reader: 

| Please to give an explanation of -the text, ‘“‘ Whose soever 
| sins ye forgive, they are forgiven unto them; and whose soever 
sins ye retain, they are retained.” I quite understand that it 
| does not justify priestly absolution, as no instance is recorded 
| of the apostles ever forgiving sins, or of their claiming the 
| power to do so; but what does it mean? I come constantly in 
contact with Romanists, and I wish to answer them correctly. 


It would be very easy to refer our correspondent to 
almast any number of volumes which have been written 
in attempted answers to that question; or to give him 
the substance of one view or another of the subject, as 

defended in those volumes. But that would not meet 
his case. Nor woud he value from us any absolutely 
new view of the text not recognized by any of its expos- 
itors. He has started out in the right direction for its 
understanding, when he has begun to consider what it 
| does not mean. And, in that direction, it is well to con- 
sider what is not cluimed as its meaning by any class of 
commentators or of ecclesiastics. Even those Romanists 
who hold to the extremest view of the doctrine of papal 
infallibility, do not claim that the Church collectively, 
| or that the Pope, speaking ex cathedra, has the right 
and the power, under this commission, or under any 
other, to forgive absolutely the sins of an individual 
who is not penitent ard sincere in his desire for forgive- 
ness. In other words, it is not claimed by any, that this 
| text was intended to enable any man or any set of men 
to forgive sins, or to declare the fact of forgiveness, 
except in accordance with the plain declarations of the 
, Word of God. And when the text is recognized as 
within these limitations, the differences in its precise 
interpretation are of minor importance. The Pope of 
Rome has no power to forgive sins, except within the 
| declared principles of God’s government. He makes no 
| claim to any such power. The entire Church of Christ 
is powerless to change these principles, or to authorize 
any departure from them in the slightest particular. It 
does not claim such power. If, tlien, the original apos- 
tles were authorized and empowered to declare and 
assure forgiveness, only within the plain limitations of 
the Word of God, it follows, as a matter of course, that 
the forgiving power rests, after all, with Him who 
framed that Word; and whoever knows the teachings 
of that Word, he, and he only, can declare those teach- 
ings to those who are in need of them. Hence, the lim 
its of forgiveness are in the teachings of the Word of 
God, and not within the power of him who declares them. 




















July 25, 1885.] 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


467 








“ ARISEN.” 
BY MRS. LUTHER KEENE. 


A word of blessed meaning, 

Most dear to heart and thought ; 
With glimpse of heaven gleaming, 
By heavenly heralds brought. 

Of One, the Highest, spoken 
To those who sought in vain, 
His precious body, broken 
For our poor sin and pain. 


Arisen!t Lonely-hearted, 
These true ones, reaching forth 
For their dear Lord departed, 
Bow, weeping, to the earth. 
Arisen! ’Mid heaven’s splendor, 
’Mid soft, seraphic strain, 
With love past knowing, tender, 
He stoops to soothe again ! 


Arisen! Since that morning, 
On far Judea’s plain, 

Ne night hath worn to morning 
Without the old refrain. 

Sweet babes, from love’s adoring, 
Brave mother-hearts, and true ;~— 

Souls dear as life,—upsoaring, 
Have smiled their last adieu. 


Arisen! Only spoken 
Of souls set free from earth ? 
Oh! may it not betoken, 
Even here, of heavenly birth ? 
Of heart redeemed from sinning,~ 
Of faith’s full victory ? 
In love, dear Jord, beginning, 
Our risen life with thee! 


THE SCHOOLS OF THE PROPHETS. 
BY PROFESSOR FRANZ DELITZSCH, D.D. 


Granted that it be true that all has developed from 








| the idea of schools of little children and of scholastie | 


crude germs and rude beginnings, and that there has | 


been a laborious progress upward, yet this principle, 
while at least relatively true, may be quite false in its 
application. History does not move in straight lines, 
but in curves—nay, it sometimes turns back upon itself. 
For this reason, it is possible that the barbarism to which 


a people has fallen back, from a stage of culture already 


institutions in the pedagogic sense, which idea indeed 


won, may be looked upon, quite mistakenly, as a first | 


step to that higher stage of culture. 

The modern reconstruction of Old Testament history 
is guilty of this misapplication in its presentation of the 
period of the Judges. In Egypt, the people which had 
grown out of the family of Jacob had fallen away to 
idolatry (Josh. 24: 14; Ezek. 20). 


were played before them. 
of the Spirit of the Lord, prophesied with them, and 
was as it were changed into another man (1 Sam. 10: 5, | 
6, 10). People asked in astonishment: “ What is this | 
that has come unto the son of Kish? Is Saul also | 
among the prophets?” A man of the people, however, | 
asked: “ Who then is their father?’’—the father of the 


prophets. That is, Is the gift of prophecy a consequence 


lof noble birth, and not much rather a free gift from 


above? (1 Sam. 10: 11, 12.) 

This influence of the spirit of prophecy upon such as 
come in contact with prophecy repeats itself later. The 
messengers whom Saul sent to Ramah to seize David, 
saw a2 company (lehagah) of prophets prophesying, at 
whose head stood Samuel, and were themselves laid 
hold upon by the Spirit of God, and did prophesy. | 
A second and a third time Saul sent messengers, and | 
the like happened to them. At last he went himself; | 
and in the way to Naioth in Ramah, he fell into a pro- 
phetic ecstasy, which, as he entered into Naioth, intensi- 
fied itself to such a degree that he tore off his clothes, 
prophesied before Samuel, and for a whole day and a 
whole night lay naked on the ground (1 Sam. 19: 20-24), 


We have here before us associations of prophets, 
which, as we must assume, had arisen through the 
agency of Samuel. It is expressly said (1 Sam. 19: 20) 
that the prophesying was under Samuel’s direction. | 
Of Saul, we also read (1 Sam. 19: 24) that he prophesied 
before Samuel (that is, under his command). And the 
Naioth—abbreviated from nevajoth (dwelling-places)— | 
in Ramah were without doubt the dwelling-places of | 
the prophets, whether these formed the complex of a 
cenobium (monastery), or were composed, after the | 
fashion of the lauras (Aaipaz, cloisters), of single rows of | 
little houses, inhabited by individual prophets. We 
will, in spite of the objection which has recently been 
raised, dare to continue to call these associations of 
prophets “schools of the prophets,” provided only that | 


pedantry be laid aside. They were not educational | 


is excluded by the fact that prophecy is a spiritual gift, 
not the development of an inborn talent, nor the conse- | 
quence of an affected self-determination. But these | 
associations were societies in which the charisma (free 
gift) was cultivated; and this under the leadership of a | 
prophet who overtopped the others, as example and 
veteran in the spiritual life and practice. It is, there- 
fore, proper to speak of them as schools or seminaries | 
of the prophets. 7 

It is true that this prophetdom of the period of the 


Judges, and of the first Kings, is as the chaotic begin- 


Moses sought to | 


bring back the people to the religion of Abraham; and | 


he gave them a law, which sprang from his own commu- 
nion with the living God, to insure them against a relapse 
into heathenism. But the old generation had to die 
out ere it could be hoped that a generation which would 
remain true to the God of revelation would enter the 
Land of Promise. So long as Joshua, and Eleazer, and 


miracles of the exodus, the people really preserved 
this fidelity. But the conquest, as it was originally 
planned, was never carried out. The people yielded to 
a peril which prevented its accomplishment. Closely 


_itish prophecy in general; for the period of Moses had 


pressed upon by the Canaanitish population, which yet | 


maintained itself, Israel herself became more and more 
Canaanitish in her worship and in her civilization. The 
period of the Judges is like the Romantic period of 
medieval Christianity. 
passed into each other. 
thah, Samson, were like the heroes of chivalry, in whom 
the flesh showed itself just as active aa the spirit. It 
was a time of barbarism, broken only by occasional 
gleams of light. 


Toward the end of this period appeaved Samuel, who, 


next to Moses the lawgiver, may be called the reformer | or with symptoms almost pathological. 


of Israel. He it was who aroused the nation as with 


lightning strokes, and who produced an awakening like 
that of Pentecost. As from Moses the prophet, so 
from Samuel the seer (1 Chron. 27: 28; 29: 29; com- 
pare 1 Sam. 9: 9), went forth a power which brought 
many into the sphere of his own divine enthusiasm. 
When Samuel served under Eli in Shiloh, the word 
of the Lord was precious, for there was no open vision 
(1 Sam. 3:1). Only seldom was the voice of a prophet 
heard in the period of thé Judges (Judges 6: 7-19). 
But in Samuel's time we encounter whole companies of 
prophets. When Saul came to Gibeah, there came down, 
as Samuel had foretold to him, a company (Lhebhel) of 
prophets from the high place (bamah) at Gibeon, who 
prophesied while harps, cymbals, flutes, and zithers 


The heathen and the Israelitish | 
Heroes such as Gideon, Jeph- | 


‘the territory of the tribe of Benjamin. 


ning out of which the later prophetdom gradually | 
emerged. But it is not the chaotic beginning ot {srael- 


been a time in which prophecy bloomed luxuriantly. | 
Moses himself is the prophet without equal in the Old 
Testament (Num. 12: 6-8; Deut. 34: 10); for by a 
prophet, says Hosea 12: 13, the Lord brought Israel | 


| out of Egypt, and by a prophet he was preserved (asa 
the elders lived, who, while yet children, had secn the | 


flock is guarded by the shepherd). Nor does Moses | 
stand alone. To his sister Miriam the epithet of “the 
prophetess” was given (Exod. 15: 20); the seventy 
elders whom Moses ordained, obtained a portion in the 
Spirit of God which rested upon him, and began to 
prophesy; and prophetic inspiration seized also others | 
among the people, nor did Moses forbid them. “O that 
the whole people of the Lord were prophets,” he ex- 
claimed, “and that the Lord would put his Spirit upon 
them” (Num. 11 : 24-29). 

When Samuel appeared, the primeval time of proph- 


We do not read that in the 


nor that it expressed itself so stormily, so impetuously, | 
That was the 
consequence of the new period of revival in distinction 
from the period of laying foundations. The mighty 
revolution which Christianity produced in its primeval 
time was distinguished by symptoms not dissimilar to 
those of the spiritual revival under Samuel. The 
ecstasy of tongues was something similar, which called 
for the restraining and ordering interference of the | 
apostle Paul (1 Cor. 14). 

Ramah and Gibeah, where in Samuel’s time we 
encounter associations of prophets, were Benjamitic 
towns, There is no contradiction in the fact, that, 
according to 1 Samuel 1: 1, the Ramah of Samuel lay | 
in the hill-country of Ephraim; for the hill-country of 
Ephraim reaches, according to the biblical view, into 


Ephraim, | 


| 20: 357). 


| prophets of the kingdom of Judah, 


_ also as existing de jure (of right). 


Saul himself was overcome | Benjamin, and Manasseh (Psa. 80: 2) had a common 


ancestress, and were ever linked together by blood and 
sympathy. We might even say that the associations of 
prophets which existed under Samuel were of Ephraim- 
itic origin. And so itis less strange that the associa 
tions of prophets, which remain unmentioned from the 
time of Samuel till after the division of the kingdom 
(that is, about a hundred and fifty years), emerge again 


to sight within the Northern Kingdom. We encounter 


| again the first mention of a prophet who was a member 


of an association of prophets, in the time of King Ahab. 
As Samuel announced to King Saul the fall of his throne 
because in the war with the Amalekites he had followed 


, his own will in despite of the will of God, and especially 
| because he had spared the life of Agag, king of the 


Amalekites (1 Sam. 15); so was a prophet sent to Ahab 
to announce to him God’s displeasure, and the coming 
punishment, because he, as victor in the war with Syria, 
had spared the life of Benhadad, king of Syria (1 Kings 
This prophet is distinguished as “ one of the 
sons of the prophets.” 

The aspect of the time was like that of the time of 
Samuel. It was a period of apostasy. Besides the 
semi-pagan worship of Jehovah under the form of a 
valf, the Pheenician worship of Baal and Astarte had 
found entrance into the kingdom (1 Kings 16 ;: 31-33) 
through the espousals of Ahab with a princess of the 
reigning house of Tyre. The prophets of Jehovah were 
persecuted and slain (1 Kings 18: 13); the altars of 
Jehovah were thrown down; even Elijah was not sure 
of his life (1 Kings 18:14). The opposition between 
those who confessed the name of the one true God and 
the partisans of Phoenician heathenism was never so 
sharp and deep as then. But the greater the heathen 
fanaticism of the ruling dynasty, the mightier was the 


enthusiasm, in its reaction, for the ancestral religion. 
| No period of the history of the Israelitish people shows 


such aswarm of prophets as the epoch of the dynasty 
of Omri. There were prophets of the Phenician cult; 
Elijah collected (1 Sam. 18: 19) four hundred and fifty 


| prophets of Baal, and four hundred prophets of Astarte. 
| There were prophets of the Jeroboamic cult of Jehovah 


(calf-worship); King Ahab collected (1 Kings 22: 6) 
nearly four hundred such prophets. But there were 
also prophets who were of one spirit with the true 
One such was 
Micaiah, the son of Imlah (1 Kings 22: 7/.). Obadiah 
sought to save the lives of a hundred such prophets 
by hiding them in two caves (1 Kings 18: 4). 

There is no evidence, and it is in itself improbable, 
that the great miracle-working prophets Elijah and 
Elisha were adherents and defenders of the calf-worship 
in Dan and Bethel; but they manifested no opposition 
to the high-places (the local sanctuaries) which were 
consecrated to the worship of Jehovah; for they recog- 
nized the division of the kingdom as decreed of God, and 
The spirit of Elijah 
and Elisha was the spirit of Samuel; and this spirit of 
the three great reforming prophets was also the spirit 
of the associations of prophets. Such associations of 
prophets existed in Bethel (2 Kings 2:3) and Jericho 
(2 Kings 2:5); fifty sons of the prophets followed afar 
to witness the ascension of Elijah (2 Kings 2:7). The 


| prophets of Jericho were the first to do homage to Elisha 


as the successor of Elijah; and fifty prophets were sent 
from Jericho, to recover, if possible, the prophet when 
he had been carried away (2 Kings 2: 16-18). The origi- 
nal institution was at Gilgal, whence Elijah set out 
(2 Kings 2:1) on his last journey. The number of 
members at Gilgal (2 Kings 4: 43) amounted to a hun- 


| dred; the building was not sufficient for them all, so 
| eey, to which Isaiah 63: 11 looks back, was long past. | that their dwelling-place had to be transferred to the 
|The characteristics of Samuel’s time were different from | 


| those of the Mosaic period. 
| time of Moses the prophetic gift was aroused by music, 


banks of Jordan (2 Kings 6: 1-4). The members had 
common board (2 Kings 4: 38-41), and were from time 


to time presented with victuals (2 Kings 4: 42-44'. In 


the monasteries were only men and their men-servants; 
yet 2 Kings 4: 1 shows that the sons of the prophets, at 
a later period, married, or, as inmates of the monastery, 
they were also permitted to have a household outside of 
the monastery. 

“ The idea of schools of the prophets,” says W. Robert- 
son Smith, in his book on the Prophets of Israel, “ which 
we generally connect with this biblical phrase, is a pure 
invention of commentators.” It is true that sons of the 
prophets are not so much pupils of the prophets as mem- 
bers of a corporation of prophets. When Amos says 
(7: 14), “No prophet am I, nor the son of a prophet,” 
he means that he is not a professional prophet, and 
that he has -not come from a prophetic corporation. 
W. Robertson Smith rightly compares the Syrian dar 
nagadré, which can in no wise signify “a son of carpen- 
ters,” but means “a member of the guild of carpenters,”’ 
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; : : 
We may add that the Assyrian mdéré umméni, or aplé more than spectators,—fellow-workers themselves in the 
ummani, “sons of artisans,” means “members of the 


guild.” 


Yet the name “schools of prophets” is correct, if it is | 
correctly understood. The sons of the prophets in Gilgal | 
sat before Elisha (2 Kings 4: 38; 6:1), they were in 


subordination to him, as the priests to the high-priest 


(Zech. 3: 8), and listened to his words, like the elders | 


of Judah who sat in Tell-Abib before Ezekiel. Elisha 
was also their master and teacher. 


The modern reconstruction of the history of the Old | 
Testament degrades these associations of prophets so 


deeply that it represents many false prophets, in 
externals legitimate, as going out from them. With 


these, it is said, the true prophets had to struggle | 
continually after the time of Amos. To the kingdom | 


of Israel this view has no application; and as ap- 
plied to the kingdom of Judah, it lacks basis, for 
schools of the prophets are never mentioned in the king- 
dom of Judah, So far as we know the sclools of the 


prophets, no reason is given us to infer that prophets | 


went out of them who introduced a new tendency 


. . nyse | 
contrary to the impulses given by Samuel, Elijah, | 


Elisha. But not all who entered the corporation 
attained to what they strived for, and most were obliged 


to content themselves with a little circle of activity | 


without historical significance. Can this seem strange 
to us? Even of the twelve Palestinian apostles, all 
others sink out of sight, in the later history, in com- 
parison with Peter and John. 

Leipzig, Germany. 


GRANDMOTHER'S HYMNAL, 
BY RUTH OGDEN. 


This dear, old book! 

But gentlest handling will it longer brook, 
So many leaves the binder’s stitch evade ; 
And many more are sadly worn and frayed, 

In this old book, 


Full well we know 
Whose skillful needle, plying to and fro, 
With homely art these parting covers stayed ; 
And who most often turns to thee for aid, 
Full well we know. 


A faithful friend 
Thou long hast proved, and wilt prove to the end; 
For does not power to still the soul’s unrest, 
To strengthen hope, and silence fear, attest 
The faithful friend ? 


’Tis thine to hold 
Treasure whose worth may not be recked in gold: 
Man’s God-ward thought, devout, aspiring, strong, 
In clear-cut crystal of enduring song, 
’Tis thine to hold, 


’Tis thine to cheer 
With thy sweet hymns through all the changeful year: 
When human life seems all too deeply fraught 
With grief and care ; its joys too dearly bought, 
’Tis thine to cheer. 


Would it were mine 
To yield a twofold ministry like thine ; 
No gray-robed nun nor cowled monk could ask 
A grander mission or a nobler task ; 
Would it were mine. 





A WORLD-PROBLEM. 
BY HENRY W. HULBERT. 


In a model library and study of a Christian teacher, 
there should hang, in a conspicuous place, a map of the 
world, Itis well to have a few inspiring faces of great 
and good men look down upon one as he girds himself 
to his task, It is well to have at hand the bound repre- 
sentatives of the consecrated thought of the centuries. 
These surroundings stir the attentive soul to the convic- 
tion that what has been done in the past, can be done 
in the present. 

But a map of the world takes hold of an earnest mind 
with a profounder grasp. As the eye wanders over the 
breadth of those continents, and over the sweep of those 
oceans, and catches a vision of the multitudinous life 
that throngs the fertile plains, and crowds upon the 
deserts and the seas, the thought comes with overwhelm- 
ing foree, How much there isto be done! The soul hears 
a trumpet-blast calling to conflict. The demand is for 
historic contemplation only as such contemplation shall 
inspire a tremendous action. The spectators of such 
thought and action are felt te be, not self-deceived .and 
self-deceiving men, but the infinite Captain of our Salva- | 
tion, and the rejoicing hosts of heaven; spectators, yet 


; same world-problem towards the solution of which we 
| also are working. 
|greet the eye, has a broadening, educating influence, 
which enters into all one’s thought and work and prayer. 
It makes tangible the affairs of the most distant lands. 
| It shows the relations of men and countries. It makes 
| evident that the common life of our globe has great 
| underlying common interests; that instead of presenting 


problem, The Christian worker in an obscure place often 


| stant tonic of broad outlooks. The world moves on, even 
| though his own little community seems stationary. His 
_ own life, in constant danger of stagnation, receives a new 
| impulse from looking upon the Bible, the orderings of 
| Providence, the institutions of the Church, the social 
| problems of the community from the world standpoint. 
| About him there may be the sound of retreat, but from 
_ afar he hears the tramp of advancing hosts all along the 
| line. 
A map of the world reveals to the observing mind the 
| close and intricate relationship between the secular and 
| the religious life of our globe. Christianity moves with 
civilization, and carries civilization with it. Those broad 
| oceans were impassable to the missionaries of the cross 
| until a secular commerce pushed its daring way across 
the troubled waters. Those heathen empires were prac- 
tically closed to the proclaimer of glad tidings until the 
j armed navy of a great state rode at anchor within their 
| harbors, and made terms of alliance and reciprocity. 


| Christianity is the conscience of the state; and, though 


often unheeded, ever and anon it lays its demand inex- 
orably upon all the secular life of the world. 


A map of the world leads the thoughtful mind inevi- 
tably to the history of the world, and gives it the broaden- 
ing influence of the historic spirit. No one can look 
upon the home of a savage tribe without recalling the 
fact of his own ancestry in savage and pagan lands; and 
the whole growth of his race is mapped before him. 
His eye rests on the great theatres of history, and he 
sees plain indications of the presence ef that providential 
hand that controls the destinies of empire. He traces a 
common movement in the progress of government and 
the Church, as well as the peculiar adaptations of climate, 
and nature in general, that have all along given color to 
the world’s institutions. There is no limit to the sugges- 
tiveness of such a reference map. Every scholarly man 
knows the advantage of having a dictionary at hand as 
he sits at his desk; is there not a similar advantage in | 


A map of the world, hanging where it will constantly | 


many separate problems, it is but one comprehensive | 


has many and great discouragements. He needs the con- | 


with apostolic zeal to his modern chart, and there trace 
the triumphs of the Cross on every shore. He may 
| make real to himself the difficult problems that baffle 
the Christian worker in distant fields. He will see those 
sections of the world where his own branch of the 
Church is laboring; he will also find that it is not alone 
in the gallant work. He will find encouragement in the 
consciousness that the great Church invisible is moving 
on with one motive of action and one goal in view. He 
will pray better and work better after a study of the 
| geography of Christian missions. Thethorough mastery 
_of such a map of the world is in itself a liberal and a 
liberalizing education. 

Fr 

| 


| THE “CONSTRUCTIVE METHOD” FROM 


THE TEACHER'S STANDPOINT. 


BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE, 





| 
} 


It is only of the last half-year of our effort at Bible 
| teaching that we care to speak. We trust the former 
| years were not all lost, but the visible results in the line 
| of the scriptural furnishing of the minds of the pupils 
| were meagre. For the last half-year we have used the 
constructive method of instruction, and can now show 
a class of young girls just entering their teens, who can 
tell you, if desired, that the Gospel by Matthew natu- 
rally divides into five sections, as follows: 

1. The Infancy of Jesus, embracing chapters 1 and 2. 





2. Acts Preparatory to His Public Ministry, embracing 
| chapters 3 and 4: 11. 
3. Demonstrative Discourses and Miracles in Galilee, 
/ embracing chapters 4: 11 to 18. 
| 4. Demonstrative Discourses and Miracles on His Last 
_ Journey from Galilee to Jerusalem, embracing chapters 
| 19 and 20. 
| 6. Acts Relative to His Death and Resurrection, em- 
| bracing chapters 21 to 28, 
| If you desire to know the advantages of such an 
analysis of the book, these children can prove to you 
how much more easily the facts are held in the mem- 
ory; how much more clearly their relations are observed; 
‘and how much more distinctly the line of argument in 
the book is followed by this systematic building up of 
| knowledge in the mind Stone is laid upon stone in 
| proper order until the entire book rises in the mentai 
| arena a completed temple filled with the presence of the 
| King of Zion. 
Let us call the children forward, and test the merits 
of the system, What is the central truth which Mat- 
| thew seeks to establish? Matthew labors to prove that 





| Jesus is the Messiah, the expected King of the Jews. 


having spread before oné in distinctness, yet in all its | What is the keynote of his Gospel? The keynote is 
unity, the whole plan of those continents and islands | found in the first verse of the book, which reads: “‘ The 


and oceans, whose perfection of construction led their 
Creator to express his pleasure as he contemplated the 
work of his hands? Yes, a man may sit in his study 
chair, and wander at will the world over. In moments | 


book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, 
the son of Abraham.” What do you learn from this 
keynote? We know by this keynote th.t the entire 
book touches the person of Jesus Christ as the Son of 


of fatigue or discouragement, he may rid himself of his | 
care by taking the wings of a dove, and flying whither- 
soever he will. 


David; hence, it is the book of the King and his king- 
dom. Give us the line of argument followed in the first 
/section. In the first section, which covers two chapters, 
Who would not have been interested to see the apostle | Matthew shows: 1. That Jesus was the son of David, 
Paul, during some leisure day of his long imprisonment been by means ofa genealogical table. This he must have 
at Rome, bending over a chart containing Ptolemy’s | to be the Jews’ Messiah. Matthew shows: 2. That five 
map of the known world? His finger rests on Jerusa- | prophecies are fulfilled in Jesus during his infancy ; 
lem, then wanders up to a spot near Damascus, as he | namely, (1.) Isaiah’s prophecy concerning his manner of 
remarks, “That was the place, just there;” then he | birth: “ Behold, a virgin shall.be with child, and shall 
points to Antioch, while his eye measures the distance | bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emman- 
to Tarsus; “and here I went during my first missionary | uel.”’ (2.) Malachi’s prophecy concerning his place of 
tour; at that town, there, I was stoned; but out of all | birth: “And thou Bethlehem in the land of Juda, art 
my dangers the Lord delivered me. There is Troas, | not least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee 
where my heart bled for Macedonia; yes, and there is | shall come a Governor, that shail rule my people Israel.” 
Philippi, and Athens, and Corinth; and here,” tracing | (3.) Hosea’s prophecy concerning his call; ‘ Out of Egypt 
his finger in a zigzag line across the Mediterranean, | have I called my son.” (4.) Jeremiah’s prophecy con- 
“here was the course of that voyage which brought us| cerning the cause of his flight: “In Rama was there 
/ to Rome.” Then he sighs as he looks along the coast of| a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great 
| North Africa, until his eye fastens on Spain. ‘“ Ah, | mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would 

Spain! Spain! I oftentimes purposed to come unto you | not be comforted, because they are not.” (5.) ‘Lhe gen- 
(but I was let hitherto). May the Lord yet hear my eral prophecies concerning his place of abode: “He 
prayer ; I am debtor both to the Greeks and to the barba- | came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might 

rians, both to the wise and the unwise.” Then he turns | be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, He shall 
northward through Gaul to the British Islands, fast | be called a Nazarene.” So closes the first section, from 

coming under the sway of the imperial arms, then | which we conclude that he who was of the line of David, 
' across the German ocean to the dark forests of Saxony, | born of a virgin, in the town of Bethlehem, called out of 

and along through the unexplored regions of Central | Egypt, whither he fled from Herod’s slaughter, and who 

and Eastern Europe, until his eye reaches the distant | made his abode in Nazareth, was the Messiah expected 

Indies. © massive soul! the world-problem is in thy | of the Jews. What other indications of Lis supernatural 

grasp, and is taxing even thy great faith; but the dark | being do you find in the first section? We notice, im 

forests shall yet wave as banners to the cross, and | the days of his infancy, a supernatural star and the wor- 



































inspircd word. | 
Thus may the missionary of to-day (and what true | 
Christian is not a missionary at least in spirit?) cane | 


/unknown continents shall listen to the fervor of thy | ship of the wise men. 


What evidences of his Messiahship do you find in the 
second section? The second section covers the third 
chapter and eleven verses of the fourth, and sets forth 
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In the | 


three scenes preparatory to his public ministry. 


first, we see the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy in John | 
the Baptist’s preceding ministry of preparation: “ The | 
voice of one erying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the | 
way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” In the | 
second, after Jesus’ baptism, we hear the voice of God | 
proclaiming from heaven his Sonship. In the third, we | 
find his moral character enduring repeated tests. We | 
therefore conclude that he whose ministry was ushered | 
in according to prophecy, whose Sonship was acknowl- 
edged from heaven, and whose character was without 
blemish, was the Messiah expected of the Jews. 

How does the third section demonstrate his Messiah- 
ship? ‘The third section extends from the twelfth verse 
of the fourth chapter through the eighteenth chapter, 
and contains no less than eight discourses, seven para- 
bles, and seventeen miracles, only part of which, how- 
ever, fall within the first half-year study of the Gospel. 
The Sermon on the Mount reveals the nature and princi- 
ples of the kingdom, their perfect harmony with the Law 
and Prophets, and shows an authority in interpretation 
which astonishes the people. The miracles of healing, 
namely, the cases of the leper, the centurion’s servant, 
Simon’s mother-in-law, the paralytic, the woman by the 
way, the two blind by the way, and the withered arm, | 
all wrought in his own name, demonstrate his power | 
over the human body. The three cases of demoniacal 
possession demonstrate his power over the human mind 
andemotions. The ruler’s daughter raised to life reveals 
his power over the human-life principle. Weconclude, 
therefore, that he who spake as never man spake, and 
in his own name and authority wrought deeds of won- 
der, must be the Messiah expected of the Jews. 

Let us dismiss the class with the hope that as this plan | 
of study is matured and better facilities furnished, they 
will show us still greater improvement. 


| 





CARDINAL FLOWERS. 


BY E. N. 


COLLIER, 


One summer afternoon, three years ago, I was travel- 
ing by railroad through a romantic section of New York 
State. The beauties near at hand, however,—the plants, 
and shrubs, and grasses lining the roadside, or fringing 
the edges of thewoods,—as usual, took up more of my 
attention than the far-off and more imposing features of 
the landscape. I searched, as I always did on such 
occasions, for one of my wild favorites, the cardinal 
flower,—a favorite not only on account of its brilliant 
color, but because I had so rarely met with it, and never 
growing in any profusion. When seen, it was almost 
always “lighting its crimson lamp in lonely grandeur.” 
This summer afternoon I could not find even one speci- 
men, so at last I gave up the search, saying idly: “Tf, 
according to Gutes Ajar, all our innocent desires are to 
be gratified in heaven, I must wait till I reach there to 
be satisfied with these flowers.” And then I forgot all 








about them for half an hour, perhaps, solacing myself | 


with the wealth of other beauties past which we flew. 


Suddenly my eyes were startled by a large space of | 


ground, many yards in extent, which seemed to be a 
mass of glowing red. Could those be the flowers I 
never expected to see in perfection here? 
believe my eyes at first, I can scarcely realize the vision 


now; but there they were, blazing against the back- | 


ground of forest-trees, hundreds, thousands of them, 
was satisfied now, and on this earth, too. I cannot 
describe how awed I felt, and how near God seemed for 
many days afterwards. His tenderness and love ap- 
peared more real because he had thus gratified so boun- 
tifully an almost childish desire, than if he had answered 
a prayer for some great temporal or spiritual blessing, 
I feit encouraged to ask for larger gifts in the future, 
because he had shown in this little matter that he was 
“able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think.” 

Since then, too, I have felt more inclined to expect 
answers to prayer, and to see results of work immediately, 
and not in the dim future. If God shows us plainly 
that it his will that we shall wait to reap the seed now 
sown till we reach the heavenly harvest-fields, we must 
cheerfully wait, but I think that sometimes we are too 
ready to assume this waiting attitude. We Sunday- 
school teachers, while exercising faith as to the conver- 
sion of our scholars some time after we are dead, per- 


haps, do not realize as we should that we have no rea- 


son to feel that God is not willing to “ give us the desires 


of our hearts” even now. Surely he is as anxious to 


“gather the lambs in his arm,” as we are to see them 
there. If he wills that we shall “hope, and quietly wait 
for his salvation,” let us do so; but if we do not know 
that this is his will, let us remember this promise - 


for a book; but he found, instead, a manuscript, the | 


“Whatsoever things ye desire when ye pray, 
that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.” 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


> —- 


ROGER’S BATTLE. 


BY MEADE MIDDLETON, 


Roger was in the lumber-room, ransacking the con- 
tents of an old yellow hair-trunk. 


He had been looking 


leaves of which were tied with faded blue ribbon. 

“ Hurrah!’’ he cried, ‘I believe that that is one of 
Aunt Nell’s old compositions. Just like a girl to tie it 
with ribbon.” 

“Yes, it is Aunt Nell’s,” he continued, reading it 
sagerly ; ‘and I can write just as good a one when I try 
hard, and have plenty of time.” 

His eye sparkled, and his cheek fiushed. 


Roger pushed the old paper into his pocket, and ran 


| down stairs, out the side door, off to school, never once: 


looking back, though Chloe, the cook, called to him, 
holding up his lunch-basket. Up and down hill Roger 
ran, thinking all the while as fast as his brain would 
work. He stopped once or twice, pulled out the manu- | 
script, and read a few words, 

“It’s very queer,” he said, “that Aunt Nell should 
have written on a subject that I thought of last week ! 
Here is the date; she must have been my age when she | 
wrote it. Ho! ho! I could have made that sentence | 
better. I wouldn’t put capitals to almost every other | 
word, and I would have put in something else just he 


| 


| “ Nonsense, Lou; girls never go into battle.” 





believe | feet, and that he would not lift and close his desk-lid so 
| often. 


She looked up once, to find out what made him 

so restive. He was busy just then with pen and ink. 
“Maybe he is writing his composition,” she thought. 

“Tt must be very hard work,—as hard, almost, as to 


| fight a battle.” 


She remembered how she had once said that she 
would like to be in a battle, and how Roger had replied: 
W here- 
upon Uncle Ralph had remarked: “T am not so sure 
about that. There are many kinds of battle.” 

“ Who knows now,” thought Lou; “perhaps Roger is 
fighting a battle between right and wrong.” 

A thought had come to her. She took a book from 
the library shelf, and went behind the curtain to the 
writing-table in the recess. 

Meanwhile, Roger finished his work, and went to bed, 
He had very queer dreams, though, and once he awoke, 


thinking that he was on a journey, and had come to two 


He mut- | 
| tered something; but, just then, the clock was striking 
| for half-past eight. 


re. | 
Why, I really think that I could take this whole thing | 
_and make it a great deal better,—change it, so that it | 


roads. He did not know which to take. Voices called 
him, some bidding him go this way, and some that. 

Next day, Lou put his books in the satchel, and bade 
him good-by at the gate. 

“We shall know about your marks when you come 
home to-night,” she said. “I am almost sure that you 
will get your trip with Uncle Ralph.” 

“They will be very much disappointed if I don’t,” 
thought Roger. “ How bad it would be! Uncle would 
think me a poor sort of fellow, to fail at the end. Indeed, 
I cannot think of a much worse thing that could happen 
tome. So anything that can help me must be right.” 

“But it cannot be right to do what is not true and 
honest, Roger,” gaid Conscience. 

“Up on your composition, Roger?” asked a boy. 

“Of course he is. Roger is always good for a com- 
position,” said Will. 

“What a bad example to the boys, if I should fail!” 


I could not 


I | 


thought Roger. 

“You must do right, Roger, let the consequences be 
| what they may,” said Roger’s conscience. 

Roger looked at the clock. The recitations were all 
over; he had received good marks for everything; it 
was now nearly time to hand in the compositions. 
Roger had made up his mind to do a certain thing. He 
had hesitated about it at first, but the longer he thought 
on it the more necessary it seemed, Just then he 
opened a book that he had brought from home. A 
| piece of paper fell from it. “The writing looks like 

Lou’s,” he said. He read it. 

“T wonder what ails you, Roger?” she wrote, “ Per- 
haps you are fighting one of the battles that uncle talks 
about? I wish that I could help you. But you say that 

girls never fight battles. One day I read this,—it is 
| called A Little Sermon; let me copy it for you, 


| would be my composition, and not Aunt Nell’s at all, | 
| and then—why, then, I wouldn’t lose what I have been 
working for so hard.” 
A turn in the road brought Roger opposite a field | 
| where was an old oak-tree. He jumped over the fence, 
| ran to the tree, and pushed the composition into a hol- 
| low place in the trunk. He had put many a note to his 
old playmate Howard Day, in that same tree; they two 
were the only ones who knew of the place, and Howard 
| was far away in California. 
| “It will be safe in our post-office till evening,” Roger 
thought, leaping over the fence, and hurrying off to 
school. 

“ What ails Roger Donne?” whispered Jack Morris. | 
“He wouldn’t play ball to-day, and now he is running 
| home like the lightning express.” 

“To-morrow will be composition day, and Roger is 
working hard to get histrip,” said another boy. “ Don't | 
you know ?—his Uncle Ralph has promised to take him | 
to the Yosemite Valley next month,—that is, if his marks | 
are as good as they were this time last year. They | 
are sure to be if he gets on all right with this last 
composition,” 

“Oh, that'll be all right ! 
position.” . , ‘This further I would say : 

But Roger was not sure that it would be “all right.” | Be you tempted as you may 
He had gone to the city, with his father, the day before, Each day, and every day, 

; and so was behindhand with his composition. Speak what is true! 

True things in great and small. 

Then, though the sky should fall, 

Sun, moon, and stars, and all, 
Heaven would show through.” 


“Children who read my lay, 
Thus much I have to say : 
Each day, and every day, 
Do what is right! 
Right things in great and small ; 
Then, though thesky should fall, 
Sun, moon, and stars, and all, 
You shall have light! 





1 
| 
| 
| . . 

Roger is always up in com- | 


He was | 
afraid that he could not write a good one in the time 
that was left. He stopped at the tree for the manu- 
script, and then ran home, not wanting the boys to 
| overtake him, Tea was ready. The family was sure | 
that Roger must be hungry. Chloe had worried all day Roger read to the last line. He bit his lip, and shut 
because he had gone off without his lunch-basket. She | his eyes. It seemed just as though he had come out of 
| had managed to save him a slice of plum-pudding from | a very dark place into the sunshine. 
| dinner. 

“Why didn’t you thank Chloe, Roger?” asked his 
| sister Lou. “She looked disappointed.” 

“You thank her for me; that’s a good little sister,” 
| said Roger. “I’m going to be dreadfully busy from 
| now till to-morrow morning.” 

“Won't you go to bed to-night?” Lou asked. “I will 
thank Chloe; but she will not think it the same as if you 
had done it.” 


He leaned his 
| head on his desk a moment, and these other words came 
into his mind: ‘Thou God seest me.” 

Was it possible that he had copied Aunt Nell’s com- 
position, and that, actually, a few moments before, he 
had persuaded himself that it would be right to pass it 
off as hisown? Had he been fighting a battle? A bat- 
tle, too, in which he had been nearly defeated ? And 
was it the little sister, after all, who had helpcd him to 
win the victory,—God having put it into her heart to 
copy just the words that would lead him from the wrong 
tothe right? Roger took the composition from his desk, 
and tore it in half. 

The boys were much surprised, a few moments after- 
ward, when it was announced that Roger had failed to 
bring in a composition. 

“ How wasit, old fellow? Will you not lose your trip?” 
they cried, 

Yes, Roger lost his trip—-for that season, at least. But 
he kept what was of infinite value to him,—he kept his 
truth and his honesty, 


“Roger is very busy,” she was saying, a moment after- 
ward, to the old cook; “he was much obliged to you for 
the pudding. I believe that he intends to sit up all 
night over the lessons,” 
| “It’s all because Mr. Ralph has promised to take him 

out to yonder great valley,” said Chloe. “He is sure 
to go.” 

Meanwhile, Roger was at his little desk in the library. | 
| He was soon through with his Latin lesson, Lou had a! 
|desk in another part of the room. She wished that 
| Roger would not make such a shuffling sound with his | 
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. 3. The Choice Decisive : 
LESSON HELPS LESSON ANALYSIS. Wrong choice alienates God (Prov. 1: 28, 29 
° Right choice bri ar iawn Matt. 10: ot tate 1238). 
I. THE GATHERED NATION, Right choice and faithfulness (2 Tim. 1 : 13), 
nes ok ed Those who choose rightly are Kept ( (Rey. 3: 10). 
N LENDA 1. The Place of Gathering: The right choice exemplified (M 25). 
LESSON CALE} R. Holding to the right choice (Psa. 119 : 30, 31, 44, 45). 
° . Gather to me... unto Mount Carmel (19). 
[Third Quarter, 1885.] Eijjah went up to the top of Carmel ; and he bowed himself (1 Kings : ; 
1. July 5.—Revolt of t Tribes..cccc.e aids st 1 Kings 12: 6-17 % 
& July sh olatey Rtabiobed on “ingen: ae | Tke Carmel by the sen, go shall he come (Jer, 4:1, pea en distcasr Gabcuberoas 
3. July 19.—Omrl and Ahab......... wool Kings 16: 23-34 thousle Reel owned Saw poy Sapel bane (Amos 9 : 3). The lesson for the present week connects immediately with 


4. July %—Elijah the Tishbite... 
5. August 2.—Elijah Meeting Ahab... 
6. August 9.— 


8. August 23.—Elijah at Horeb.. 


9%. August 30,—The Story of Naboth.. 








cossssssssnas sud Kings 17: 1-16 
1 Kings 18: 1-18 


The Prop ets of Baal... lpacedneoese wl ‘Kings 18: 19-29 
7. August 16.—The Prophet of the Lord... pan 


..1 Kings 18: 30-44 
.1 Kings 19; 1-18 
1 Kings 21: 419 








LESSON VI., SUNDA 


TITLE: 


Y, AUGUST 9, 1885. 


THE PROPHETS OF BAAL. 


LESSON TEXT. 


(1 Kings 18: 


COMMON VERSION. 


19. Now therefore send, and 
gather to me all Is’ra-cl unto 
mount Car’mél, and the prophets 
of Bi’al four hundred And fifty, 
and the prophets of the groves 
four hundred, which eat at Jéz’e- 
bél's table, 

20. So A’hab sent unto all the 
children of Is’ra-el, and gathered 
the prophets together unto mount 
Oir'mél, 

21. And E-lijeh came unto all 
the people, and said, How long 
halt ye between two opinions? if 
the Lorp be God, follow him: but 
if Ba‘al, then follow him, And the 
people answered him not a word. 

22. Then said E-li'jah unto the 
people, I, even I only, remain a 
prophet of the Lorp: but Bi’al’s 
prophets are four hundred and 
fity men, 

28. Let them therefore give us 
two bullocks: and letthem choose 
one bullock for themselves, and 
cut it in pieces, and lay @# on 
wood, and put no fire wnder: and 
1 will dress the other bullock, 
and iay it on wood, and put no 
fire under: 

24. And call ye on the name of 
your gods, and I will call on the 
name of the Lorn: and the God 
that answereth by fire, let him be 
God And all the people answered 
and said, It is well spoken. 

2. And E-li‘jah said unto the 
prophets of Bi’al, Choose you one 
bullock for yourselves, and dress 
it first; for ye are many; and call 
on the name of your gods, but put 
no fire under, 

26. And they took the bullock 
which was given them. and they 
dressed ¢/, and called on the name 
of Ba‘al from morning even until 
noon, saying, O Ba‘al, hear us, 
But there was no voice, nor any 
that answered, And they leaped 
upon the altar which was made, 

27. And it came to pass at noon, 
that E-li‘jah mocked them, and 
said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; 
either he is talking, or he is pur- 
suing. or he is in a journey, or 
peradventure he sicepeth, and 
must be awaked. 

28. And they cried aloud, and 
cut themselves after their man- 
ner with knives and lancets, till 
the blood gushed out upon them, 

29. And it came to pass, when 
midday was past, and they proph- 
esied untit the time of the offering 
of the evening sacrifice, that there 
was neither voice, nor any to an- 
swer, nor any that regarded. 


oe 


19-29.) 
REVISED VERSION. 


19 Now therefore send, and gath- 
er to me all Israel unto mount 
Carmel, and the prophets of 
Baal four hundred and fifty, 
and the prophets of the Ashe- 
rah four hundred, which eat 

20 at Jezebel’s table. So Ahab 
sent unto all the children 
of Israel, and gathered the 
prophets together unto 

21 mount Carmel. And Elijah 
came near unto all the people, 
and said, How long halt ye 
between two opinions? if the 
Lorp be God, follow him: but 
if Baal, then follow him. And 
the people answered him not 

22 a word, Then said Elijah unto 
the people, I, even I only, am 
left a prophet of the Lorp; 
but Baal’s prophets are four 

23 hundred and fifty men. Let 
them therefore give us two 
bullocks; and let them choose 
one bullock for themselves, 
and cut it in pieces, and lay 
it on the wood, and put no fire 
under; and I will dress the 
other bullock, and lay it on 
the wood, and put no fire 

24 under. And call ye on the 
name of your god, and I will 
call on the name of the Lorp: 
and the God that answereth 
by fire, let him be God. And 
all the people answered and 

25 said, It is well spoken. And 
Elijah said unto the prophets 
of Baal, Choose you one bul- 
lock for yourselves, and dress 
it first; for ye are many; and 
call on the name of your god, 

26 but put no fire under. And 
they took the bullock which 
was given them, and they 
dressed it, and called on the 
name of Baal from morning 
even until noon, saying, O 
Baal, ‘hear us. But there was 
no voice, nor any that an- 
swered, And they ‘leaped 
about the altar which was 

27 made, And it came to pass 
at noon, that Elijah mocked 
them, and said, Cry aloud: for 
he is a god; either he is mus- 
ing, or he is gone aside, or he 
is in a journey, or peradven- 
ture he sleepeth, and must be 

28 awaked. And they cried a- 
loud, and ¢ut themselves after 
their manner with *knives 
and lances, till the blood 

29 gushed out upon them, And 
it was so, when midday was 
past, that they prophesied un- 
til the time of the offering of 
the evening oblation ; but there 
was neither voice, nor any to 
answer, nor any ‘that regarded. 





10r. answer *%Or. limped %Or. swords *Heb, attention, 


8 prefe 


rings: Verses 21, 22, 24, substi- 


merican Committee rred rende 
wa the a. * Jehovah” for“ the Loxp;" verse 2i, for" Halt ye” 
ting.” 


read" go ye 





LESSON PLAN, 


ToPic OF THE QUARTER: 


Godless Failing and Godly Prevailing. 


Lzsson Toric: God’s Enemies Failing. 


1. The Gathered Nation, vs. 19, 20. 
Lesson OUTLINE: { 2. The Approved Test, vs. 21-26. 
3. The Signal Failure, vs. 26-29. 


Gotpen Text: Jj the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, 


then jollow him,—1 Kings 18 ; 





Dairy Home READINGS; 
M.—1 Kings 18; 19-29, 


21. 


————— 


God's enemies failing. 


T, —Exod. 32: 25-35. God's enemies disclosed. 
W.—Luke 16; 1-13, Choice between God and mammon. 


T. —Josh. 24: 14-28, Choice 
Ff. —-1 Sam. 7 


between God and the gods. 


:1-12. Choice of God rather than gods. 


$,—Jer. 10: 1-16. God's enemies powerless. 


$.—Jer. 2: 26-37. 


God's enemies hetpless. 





tl. The Parties Gathering : 
1, The False Prophets, 
The prophets of Baal... and the prophets of the Asherah (19). 
Forsook the Lord, and served Baal and Ashtaroth (Judg. 2:13). 
Ahab made the Asherah ; and Ahab did = more (1 Kings 16: 33), 
And there remained the ‘Asherah also in Tw (2 Kings 13: 6). 
And the prophets prophesied by Baal (Jer, 2: 
2. Israel. 
So Ahab sent wnto all the children of Israel (20). 


The children of Israel... assembled as one man (Judg. 20:1). 
When the peoples are gathered together (Psa, 102: 22), 


1. “Gather to me all Israei.” Here is trusting confidence. The 

Christian need not fear to have many watching his contests. 

The Christian will not be the discomfited pest. 

“Which eat at Jezebel's table.” Jezebel supplied their food ; God 

supplied Elijah’s food. They feasted; Elijah fasted, or ate what 

the ravens brought him. Which food proved the most strength- 

ening for victory? ? 

“So Ahab sent.” God’s enemies may do God's service. The 

wicked man who arranges a test struggle between right and 

wrong, is unconsciously helping on the right, 

. “Unto Mount Carmel.” A very conspicuous spot. So all deci- 
sive contests between right and wrong will be seen by many and 
will influence many, 


bad 


» 


co 


II. THE APPROVED TEST. 


1. A Test Question : 
1, Asked. 
How long halt ye between two opinions ? (21.) 
Choose you this day whom ye will serve (Josh. 24:15), 
No man can serve two masters (Matt. 6 ; 24). 
Ye cannot serve God and mammon Luke 16: 12). 
Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and . . . of devils (1 Cor. 10: 21). 
2. Unanswered, 
And the people answered him not a word (21). 


Answer thee? I lay mine hand mpen my mouth (Job 40: 4). 
And he was speechless | Matt, 22: 12). 

He had put the Sadducees to silence (Matt, 22 : 34). 

That every mouth may be stopped (Rom, 3: 19). 


il. A Solitary Testifier ; 
I only, am left a prophet of the Lord (22 


Even I only, am left; and they seek my life (1 Kings 19: Bey 3 
There is yet one man... of the Lord, Micaiah f Kings 22 
They have killed thy prophets . . . and I am left alone ‘Rom. i: 8). 


lil. A Test Proposed: 
Let them choose one bullock... and I... the other (23). 


Take your censers, Korah, and all his company (Num. 16: 6). 
Whom the Lord doth choose, he shall be holy (Num, 16: 7). 


IV. A Testimony of Fire: 
The God that answereth by fire, let him be God (24). 


Fire from before the Lord... consumed .. . offering (Lev. 9: 24). 
There went up fire... and consumed the flesh (J udg. 6: 21). 
The Lord... answered him from heaven by fire (L Caron. 21: 26). 
When Soldmon had made an end . . . tire came down | 2Chron. 7: 1). 


1. “ Elijah came near unto‘all the people.” How much more eftec- 
tive for right influencing ear een, and Sunday-school teach- 
ers might be if they would seek to come more ‘ near unto the 
people” whom they, seek to move! 

2. “How long halt ye.” That is a demand upon 7 How long 
will you neglect the most important question of your destiny? 

How long will you be counted on the side of Baal, because you 
hesitate to come out on the side of the Lord ? 

. “ The people answered him not.” There was nothing for them 
tosay. They could not defend their course, and they would not 
Ceaert 1. — ledge of sin silenced them, and love of sin kept 
them silen 

. “Tonly.” The Christless are many; in some communities even 
yet, the Christians are very few. Fear not, O Christ-loving 
minority,—Christ loves such minorities, 

.” Elijah only of the prophets was left, but Elijah the 
« ane was not left alone. Men had left him, but God had not. 
*Call ye... I will call.” So long as you or I can call on the 
oe of Christ, what do we care for the false gods on which 
Others place their trust—and in which they sooner or later find 
that their trust was misplaced ? 

. * Let him be God.” Nor is the day of true miracles yet 
“Let him be God” who in these days answers by the kindling 
fire of his Spirit in the heart. The Lord he is God. 


io) 


— 


~~ 


Ill. THE SIGNAL FAILURE, 


1, Useless Calling : : 
Even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no 
voice (26). 
Use not vain sepeittons, as the Gentiles do (Matt. 6: 
Their idols . ave ears, but they hear not (Psa. Mb: ‘a 6). 
Neither is it in them the idols] io do good (Jer. 10: 5). 
We know that no idol is anything in the world (1 Cor. 8: 4), 


i. Unsparing Mocking: 
Elijah mocked them, and said... peradventure he sleepeth (27). 


Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber (Psa. 121 ; 4). 
That neither day nor night seeth sleep with his eyes (Eccles. 8: 16). 
And they serve him bynd and night in his temple (Rev. 7: 15). 
Hil. Unavailing Self-T 

And they cried j- ee “a cut themselves (28). 
Ye shall not make any cuttings in y ee flesh (Ley. 19 ; 28). 
Ye shall not cut yourselves (Deut, 14; 1). 
The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? (Mic. 6: 7). 
Crying out, and cutting himself with stones ( lark 5: 5). 

.* Elija ah mocked them.” One may deride the defeated evil, but 
not frivolously or carelessly. In this instance Elijah’s mockery 
expresses the profoundest earnestness. 

2. “Peradventure he sleepeth.” Our God—the true God—never 
sleeps or needs to be awakened. Let us be thankful that when 
we pray to God, God is always listening. 


8. “ Nor any that’ rded.” Earnestness in the wrong does not 
make the wrong right. Much calling upon the false gods does 
not bring any answer. 





LESSON BIBLE READING 
THE ALL-IMPORTANT CHOICE, 


1. The Choice Is: 

God and Baal (i Kings 18: 21), 

God and mammon (Luke 16: 13) 

the true God and heathen i 24: 15). 

God and the false pe (Judg. 10: 13, 14). 

ween the bad part and the ood pare (Luke } 0 : 42). 
en people and ‘s people (Ruth 1; 16). 


2. The Choice Needful : 

No man can serve two masters (Matt. &: 24). 

The t choice brings life Chom 907} 9). 

Who la not with Christ is againat m (Matt. 12; 30; Luke 11 : 23), 
One must be either hot or cold (Rey, 3; 15, 16). 






© rer as t ‘ 





the preceding lesson. 

The meeting of Ahab and Elijah probably took place in 
some wady north of Samaria; for Elijah was returning from 
the north when he met Obadiah, who was searching the 
wadies for water. Mount Carmel, whose name means liter- 
ally Mount of the Garden (or of the Orchard) was a lofty cape, 
running out into the Mediterranean, and forming the only 
pronounced break in the smooth line of the Israelitish coast. 
Mount Carmel, as its name would indicate, was famous for 
its groves and its flowers; for here met the distinctive flora 
of the hills, the valleys, and the sea-coast of Palestine, Hun- 
dreds of caves and grottoes are still to be seen on its hillsides, 
among them the traditional Cave of Elias. This flqwer- 
crowned mountain with its many valleys, its caves, and its 
grottoes, and with the fertile plain at its foot, was the scene 
of the chief incident in the present lesson. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 


BY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D. 


Elijah had been told (18: 1) to show himself unto Ahab, 
and God would send rain upon theearth. He had presented 
himself to the king, but the way was not yet prepared for the 
removal of the drought until it had been undeniably demon- 
strated to the monarch and the people that it was Jehovah, 
not Baal, who ruled the world. It has never, I believe, 
occurred to any critic to charge this narrative with incon- 
sistency on this account, or to pronounce verses 19-43 spurious, 
or to allege that this passage and 18: 1 must be from different 
writers, And yet there is as much reason for doing so as in 
many of those instances in which like charges are made. 
Though the sacred writer does not disclose the fact at the 
outset, the Lord had given minute directions to Elijah as to 
the course which he was to pursue, as appears from verse 36. 
This may serve likewise to illustrate the truth that the Lord 
may have good reasons for delaying the fulfillment of his 
promises which he has not stated to us. As the rain did not 
come as soon as Elijah met Ahab, neither did the blessing 
come upon the world through Abram’s seed as soon as they 
became a great nation (Gen. 12: 2, 3), nor all evil cease as 
soon as Messiah came (Isa. 11: 1-9), nor is every petition 
answered as soon as it is offered (Matt. 7: 7). God is faithful 
to his word, though his time, which is the fittest time, may 
not come so soon as we would have it (John 7: 6). 

Verse 19.—Gather to me all Israel: This name was, from 
the time of the schism, and even before it, given to the ten 
tribes. Elijah gives direction that the whole people, and 
particularly their elders and leading men as representatives, 
should be summoned to him. He does not explain for what 
purpose. It was natural to suppose that it had some relation 
to the universal need of rain.— Unto Mount Carmel: Selected 
as affording a conspicuous arena for the grand spectacle which 
was to follow, near the sea from which the clouds which were 
to bring the rain might first be seen, and the site of a ruined 
altar of the Lord (v.30). The cliff of El Mahrakah, “the 
place of burning,” which forms the south-east extremity of 
the main range, is thus described by Lieutenant Conder: 
“At least as early as the close of the last century, the Car- 
melite fathers looked on this peak as the scene of Elijah’s 
sacrifice. The place seems to fit the account well. A plateau 
gives space for the assembly of the multitude. A well close 
by may have supplied water. Fourteen hundred feet below 
is Kishon, where the priests were slain. The sea is invisible, 
except from the very summit ; and thus the prophet’s servant 
could have seen only by climbing up to the top of Carmel. 
We require a site for the altar near the summit, or the 
prophet’s servant must have taken at least an hour for each 
journey ; on the other hand, we require water other than 
that in the Kishon, if the sacrifice took place near the sum- 
mit, or the water-carrying would have taken three or four 
hours to complete. Both requisites are found in this site.’— 
Prophets of Baal: His priests or ministers are so called as the 
supposed organs for consulting him, and making known his 
will.— Groves (Revision, Asherah ): A wooden post erected as 
a symbol of the goddess Ashtoreth.—Eut at Jezebel’s tuble: 
These were under the special patronage of the queen, and 
supported at her expense. Compare 1 Kings 2:7; 2 Kings 
25: 29, 30; Daniel 1: 5. 

Verse 20.—The king, wicked as he was, did not venture-to 
disobey the bidding of the prophet. 

Verse 21.—How long halt ye (Appendix of Revision, Go ye 
halting): The word is not used in its modern sense of stop- 
ping or standing still, but of limping as one who is lame and 
unable to walk straight. It is the same word that is correctly 
rendered in the margin of the Revision (v. 26), limped.— 
Between two opinions: Attempting the impossible feat of walk- 
ing in two paths at once, and thus awkwardly limping now 
on one side, now on the other, They could not combine the 
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service of two such opposite deities. Pagans may worship at 
a variety of shrines, seeking to gain the favor of every dif- 
ferent deity. But the worship of Jehovah is exclusive. He 
will not tolerate a rival (Exod. 20:3). The attempt to serve 
him along with other gods is equivalent to abandoning his 
service altogether (2 Kings 17 : 33, 34; Matt. 6: 24; 1 Cor. 
10: 20, 21). The Septuagint renders, probably from mere 


conjecture, How long limp ye upon both knees?—If Jehovah be 


God, follow him: Elijah was not actuated simply by national 
feeling, as has sometimes been represented, but by piety. 
The service of Jehovah was not insisted upon simply because 
this was their national God, and the God of their fathers, 
while Baal was the god of a foreign people. Opposition to 


foreign manners and foreign influence has nothing to do with 


the case. Nor does he merely say that Jehovah is superior 
to Baal. To the mind of Elijah there could be but one true 
God ; the only question for the people to solve is whether 
this God is Jehovah or Baal. Whichever it is, he, and he 
only, demands their full and unhesitating obedience. —An- 
swered him not a word: Instead of instantly acknowledging 
their error and sin, and promising their hearty allegiance to 
the Lord, they are of a divided mind, not prepared to come 
out openly and unqualifiedly on one side or the other, and so 
remain silent. 

Verse 22.—Elijah now proposes to put an end to this mis- 
erable double-mindedness (James 1: 8) by an open and 
palpable test, which will settle in an unequivocal manner 
whether Jehovah or Baal is truly God. The representatives 
of these rival claimants were here before them. On the one 
hand, he alone was Jehovah’s prophet.—J, even I only, remain : 
Revision, am left; that is, survive from the persecutions of 
Jezebel (v. 4). It is possible that the hundred who had been 
befriended by Obadiah had, after all, been seized and put to 
death ; or it may simply be that no one dared openly to 
appear in this character. He certainly stood alone upon this 
occasion. There were other true and faithful men in Israel, 
who had never been seduced to the worship of Baal (19: 18), 
though Elijah may not have been aware of their existence. 
The overwhelming majority, however, were on the side of 
Baal. The popular side, however, may not be the right side. 
Elijah found it better to be alone with God on his side than 
to have been with the multitude (Exod. 23: 2; Psa. 124).— 
Baal’s prophets: Nothing further is said of the four hundred 
prophets of the Asherah. We may either suppose that they 
were present, though they took no active part in what fol- 
lowed, and therefore they are not expressly mentioned. This 
seems to have been the opinion of the Septuagint translators, 
who here add to the text, as in verse 19, “and the prophets 
of the groves four hundred.” Or we may suppose that they 
stayed away, apprehending that this meeting with Elijah 
would not result to their advantage. In 22: 67 four hundred 
prophets are summoned by Ahab; but as they professedly 
announce the purpose of Jehovah, they must have been con- 
nected with the worship of the golden calves, not with that 
of Ashtaroth; notwithstanding the identity of the numbers, 
therefore, they were not probably the same persons. 

Verse 23.—Let them: The pronoun is used indefinitely ; 
it is equivalent to “Let two bullocks be given us.” He gives 
them the choice of the bullock, so that he may not be sus- 
pected of taking an unfair advantage of them in any way.— 
Cut it in pieces: The word here employed is the one that is 
technically used in the ceremonial law (Lev. 1: 6).—Lay it 
on wood: Revision, more exactly, “the wood,” which was 
always and recessarily used.— Put no fire under: There must 
be no fraud in the case. Ephraem Syrus records a tradition 
that a man was hidden in their altar by the prophets of Baal, 
who at the proper time was to kindle the sacrifice; but that 
he died by the just judgment of God. This, probably, has no 
other foundation than the fact that like frauds were per- 
petrated in ancient pagan temples.—TJ will dress: That is, 
prepare for sacrifice. 

Verse 24.—Call ye on the name of your gods: Better in the 
Revision, your god ; for it is Baal only that is referred to. 
Invoke his aid and help.— That answereth by fire: As Jehovah 
had done on repeated occasions (Lev. 9: 24; Judg. 6: 21; 
2 Chron, 7: 1); and as Baal was the sun-god, it might easily 
be supposed by his worshipers that he could do the same. 
Such a fact would demonstrate a power over nature and its 
forces, which would show its possessor to be God, indeed.— 
Let him be God: Or, more literally still, “He is God ;” he is 
not only to be so regarded, but he is so in actual fact. Such 
a test could only properly be proposed by one who was 
authorized to do so. Men are not at liberty of their own 
motion to propose arbitrary tests of Jehovah’s power and 


deity. To do so after abundant and convincing evidence has 


already been furnished, is tempting God (Psa. 78: 18-20; | 


Mark 8: 11, 12). 
proposal and the convincing character of the test offered, and 
the prophets of Baal dare not decline it. 

Verse 25.—Elijah accordingly addresses himself to them, 
and in deference to their superior numbers concedes to them 
the first trial. 

Verse 26.— Which was given them: And which, of course, 
they had themselves selected.—From morning even until noon : 
Attention is drawn to the length of time during which they 
continued their ineffectual supplications—Hear us; The 


al ° pe o } 
Lhe people recognize the fairness of the 





word is the same that in the next clause is translated 
“answered.” It is the customary term for the acceptable 
| hearing and answering of prayer.—Leaped upon the altar is 
| more correctly rendered in the margin “leaped up and down 
| at the altar,” or, as it is in the Revision, “leaped about the 
altar.” The precise sense of the word is given in the margin 
of the Revision, “limped.” It is used in ridicule of the 
| ungainly and senseless attitudes and postures, in which, 
| according to their custom, they throw themselves in their 
| frenzied appeals to Baal, and in their enthusiastic excitement, 
| which has been compared to that of the dervishes in the 
| East, and the frantic movements of the Bacchanals, or of the 
| priests of Cybele. 

Verse 27.—For hours Elijah suffered them to continue 
| their rites undisturbed. But the gross absurdity of rational 
| men paying their worship to an imaginary being that can 
| neither hear nor save, made the whole thing a fit subject for 
derision. It is not beneath the dignity of Scripture to hold 
up the folly of idolatry to ridicule, as is done both by prophets 
| and psalmists (Isa. 44: 15 f.; Jer.10: 3-5; Hab. 2:19; Psa. 
115: 4-8). Atnoon: When the heat is most intense, and if 
Baal, the lord of the sun, could do anything for them, that 
would seem to be the most favorable moment. Elijah sar- 
castically calls upon them to exert themselves now to the 
| utmost, lest they lose this their best chance.—Cry aloud : The 
| reason why they have not been heard, must surely be that in 
| all their frantic vociferation they had not called loud enough 
| to engage his attention.—For he is a god : Such is your belief ; 
he must therefore be able to hear. and answer you, only he 
is occupied with something else. The ironical suggestions 
which he makes, and which are impossible and absurd as 
applied to an infinite, omnipresent, and omniscient Being, 
are yet such as pagans really do attribute to those fancied 
deities, whom they ignorantly adore, and to whom they 
ascribe the weaknesses and imperfections of men.—He is 
tulking (margin, he meditateth, or, a8 it is in the Revision, 
“musing”): He is sunk in profound thought, and must be 
roused from his reverie.—He is pursuing: Revision, he is 
gone aside; he has withdrawn himself to the privacy of his 
apartment, where only loud calls can penetrate.—He is in a 
journey: He has gone off to some remote and distant place.— 
He sleepeth, and must be awaked: Or, “ he will awake,” pro- 
vided you call loud enough. ‘This bitter irony was intended 
especially for the ears of the people, with the view of im- 
pressing upon them how utterly destitute Baal was of any 
attribute of deity. 

Verse 28.—Their zealous fervor is goaded thus to still 
greater desperation. They utter yet louder screams and 
cries, and in their wild and growing frenzy hack themselves 
with swords and lances,—not merely knives and lancets,— 
revealing the frantic energy of men who will stop at nothing 
to gain their purpose, and who hope by these self-inflictions 
to merit the attention which they had thus far. failed to gain, 
as if their cruel deity could be placated thus, 

Verse 29.-—They prophesied: This term is used to describe 
the mad raving and wild demeanor just spoken of, which was 
traced by them and their adherents to a fancied inspiration, 
and the supposed divine afflatus to which they surrendered 
themsel ves.—— Until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice 
(Revision, “oblation”): The word properly describes the 
meal-offering, which was associated with the daily burnt- 
sacrifice (Num, 28: 4, 5), presented every morning and eyven- 
ing (Heb., between the evenings). It is plain from the time 
of day that it is the evening oblation that is intended, and 
hence this word is supplied in italics, This was presented 
between the middle of the afternoon and sunset. The prophets 
of Baal had continued to urge their suit nearly the entire 
day, and without the slightest apparent effect. Not only did 
not the fire, for which they were pleading, come to consume 
the sacrifice, but there was no voice, not a sound except the din 
which they were making themselves.—Nor any fo answer : 
No response of any kind, no indication that they were heard. 
—Nor any that regarded : Literally, as inthe margin, “nor any 
attention.” Not the slightest notice was taken of their out- 
cries or of their self-inflictions, Baal paid no heed whatever 
tothem. He afforded no evidence that he could either hear 
or help. 











THE NATURE AND EVILS OF 
INDECISION. 


BY WILLIAM M, TAYLOR, D.D., LL.D. 





| Waiving all attempt at description of this stirring Carmel 
| scene, and leaving for the time the eight hundred and fifty 
| prophets of Baal and Asherah, with their frantic leapings, 
| and furious lacerations of themselves, out of view, let us con- 
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centrate the reader's attention for a little on the appeal of | 
| Elijah to the undecided. 
There were three classes in this great assembly. 


On the | 
one hand were the thorough-going worshipers of Baal, and 
on the other was the undaunted Elijah, who was the open 
| servant of Jehovah; but between these two were vast num- 
| bers of whom it might be said that they were now one thing 
,and now another, or, as the word used by the prophet sug- 

gests, were hopping continually like a bird between twig and 
twig, but never resting long on either perch. To these last 





Elijah’s words, “ How long halt ye between two opinions?” 
were addressed ; and as unhappily there are numbers in the 
present day who are characterized by the same vacillation, 
it may be well to go somewhat fully into the analysis of their 
character, and an exposure of their danger. . 

Some years ago we made a most instructive visit to the 
Assay Office, in Wall Street, where we were shown a balance, 
concerning which the courteous superintendent said: “ The 
distinctive feature of this balance is its combination of sensi- 
tiveness with decision. It may be turned by the smallest 
fraction of a grain, and when it is turned, it never wavers, but 
moves right on. We had one, formerly,’ he continued, 
“which was extremely sensitive; but it lacked decision, so 
that it quivered from side to side for a long time before it 
settled; and frequently we wasted fifteen minutes in getting a 
result which we can obtain from this one in a moment.” As 
we listened to his lucid explanation, we could not help say- 
ing, ‘How like that wavering balance, many men are!— 
abundantly sensitive, they yet lack decision, and take so long 
to settle what is to be done, that the opportunity of doing 
anything is gone before they are ready to begin.” A1l praise 
decision of character in common things; but all are not so 
ready to acknowledge its importance in spiritual affairs; and 
there are those to-day who would make a merit of indecision, 
and glory in the fact that they are believers in the great 
dictum that nothing should be believed about spiritual 
things. What is lacking in such persons? What is neces- 
sary in them to the exercise of religious decision? and how 
shall they be stirred up to come to a definite conclusion on 
one side or the other? 

In answer to these questions, we would say that the first 
thing they need is to have a clear perception of the impor- 
tance to them personally of the interests involved. It is diffi- 
cult to fix the attention of any ordinary man on a mere 
abstract question. He will not look at it long enough to 
give a decision about it. But the moment his own interest 
is seen to be involved in any matter he is at once alive, and 
will naturally, and of course, exert himself to investigate it, 
and come to some determination. Nay, even if it be not pos: 
sible to arrive at certainty in the case, yet, if there be a 
possibility, or probability, that danger will come to his inter- 
ests, he will seek some means of insurance against that; and 
the greater the interest, the more earnest will be the urgency 
to have it “covered.” Now what questions do more directly 
bear upon our interest than those religious ones, which, alas! 
men are most reluctant to consider? If there is a God, it is 
awfully important for us to know in what relation we stand 
to him, and how he is to be approached by us. If there be 
an existence after death, it is of immense moment that we 
should know it, and should understand of what sort is the 
connection between the life that now is and the life that is to 
come. If there is such a thing as sin, and we are verily 
guilty of that before God, it cannot surely be indifferent to 
us whether or not we can find acceptance with God. Either 
there is nothing at all in these things, or everything is in 
them. The matter at stake here is not property, nor shares, 
nor ships, nor houses, but our truest selves, our souls, and 
these for eternity as well as time. Now when these things 
are fully realized, it will not be possible for a man to be at 
rest, until he has come to some deliberate decision in the 
matter as the result of earnest investigation, : 

Another thing essential to the exercise of religious decis- 
ion is a firm conviction of what is the truth in the case. 
This was given to the multitudes on Carmel by the descent 
of fire upon the sacrifice; but now it is to be the result of 
personal investigation. God does not ask our faith except on 
evidence. He puts into our hands the Sacred Scriptures, 
He shows us the supernatural in the person of Jesus Christ; 
and the results—greater than all material miracles—which 
follow in men’s hearts and lives on their acceptance of him. 
And a fair, candid, and honest examination of these will 
issue in conviction that Jehoyah-Jesus he is the God. Of 
course, there are many in these days who think that such 
faith is the mark of inferior intelligence; and some of them 
will quote Tennyson’s lines about “honest doubt,” as having 
in it “ more faith” than “ half the creeds.” But let us ask 
which half of the creeds? If the creed is such as men 
have insincerely professed to believe, then there may 
be some truth in the lines; but if the poet means thereby to 
designate creeds which men sincerely believe, his words are 
false ; for how can there be more faith in doubt than there is 
in such belief? So let no one be imposed upon by the jingle ot 
a clever phrase. If the contrast is drawn between an honest 
doubter and a dishonest believer, while yet the purpose is to 
glorify the doubter by putting him above the sincere 
believer, there is a palpable fallacy. If, again, there is an 
implied insinuation that doubt is a more exalted state of soul 
than faith, then the history of God's servants in every age is 
sufficient to refute the imputation, But, indeed, wherever 
the doubt is honest, there will be teo much distress to permit 
the individual to rest in such a misrepresentation, and unless 
he is seeking for mathematical demonstration where moral 
evidence alone, from the nature of the case, can be given him, 
he may arrive at certainty here as truly as in other matters, 

But, again, as necessary to decision, we mention, a willing- 
ness to act upon the truth at whatever sacrifice, Indeed, 
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this disposition will be a help to the arriving at certainty, on many PR TSA haveno fixed opinions. The boy is not 


according to the Saviour’s saying: “If any man willeth | quite sure whether, all things considered, it is preferable to be 


to do his will, he shall know of the teaching whether it be of obedient and studious and upright, like his more faultless com- | 


God;” but here we speak of it as an element in decision. 
This is the very heroism of faith, that it will abide by the 
truth at every cost. To get it, we need not only to have a 
right appreciation of the value of spiritual things, but also 
a proper estimate of the sort of opposition we shall have to 
meet; and when we attain to these, we shall, like Moses, 
esteem “the reproach of Christ greater riches than the | 
treasures in Egypt,” because we have “respect unto the | 
recompense of the reward,” 

Turning now to the other side of the subject, Jet us dwell | 
for a little on the evils of indecision. One of these lies in 
the self-deception which it fosters. It is apparently holding | 
itself in suspense, while really it is already on one side. An | 


English authoress has said: “Men often sin, not so much will not be at the trouble, or he lacks the character, to 
because they choose, as because they don't choose. The be fully persuaded in his own mind on any vital question. 

: , : ‘ | 
actions which, on looking back upon our lives, we see most 


The people answered him not a word (v. 21). They gave him 
reason to deplore, are those in which, instead of manfully no answer, because they had no answer to give. They neither 
facing the con‘licting claims of duty and inclination or inter- | wanted to serve God, nor to serve Baal, The last thing an 
est, we have suffered ourselves to pause in indecision, think- | unconverted man is looking for is a master. He by no means 
ing that we were standing still, while in point of fact, the wants to serve the Devil. He is not ready to say that he will 
current of evil, so much stronger always than that of good, lie, or steal, or he profane, whenever the Devil commands it. 
was bearing us to a point from which there was no retreat.” | Far less ready is he to say that he will obey all God’s com- 
Thus it is also, alas! too often with the undecided man and mandments heartily. He would like both God and the Devil 
his salvation. Tle imagines that no harm can come of mere to be his servants; but he is not desirous of serving either of 
indecision, while, in fact, the force of fashion, or interest, or 


them. 
inclination is bearing him away all the while, and when he 


awakes to the danger, he may be too late to secure his de- 
iverance. 


_panion, or reckless and defiant like his evil-disposed playmate. 
_todance and go to the theatre; her brother is equally uncertain 


the parents of these young people are no more thoroughly 
convinced than their children on either point, A man in busi- 
ness is undecided whether it is wise to be more venturesome or 
more cautious in all his operations. 
quite ready to vote on either side of a great question. In 
religious matters, he does not see his way clear to go with 
any denomination he has yet heard of. 
fully believe anything; he is in danger of starving between 


swers never a word. He wants to be his own master, and he 
thinks he can make sin his servant, not he as yet that | 


“whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.” 
Another of these evils is the misery attendant on this state | 


All the people answered . . . It is well spoken (v.24). The | 
of mind. We often say that “anything is better than sus- | people had nothing to say when asked to choose their own 
pense ;” and if a doubter on religious matters is honest, he | religion; but now that a contest between two religions was | 


must be the most unhappy of men, because of the immense | 
importance to him of the matters in question. But just in— 
proportion to the anguish of his doubt will be the joy that 
springs out of his decision, provided he decides rightly. 
When the happy discoverer found the treasure in the field, 
he did not whimper over the price, but for very joy went | 
and sold all that he had, and bought it. So when the | papers can always find room for one or two more columns of 
doubter comes to faith in Christ, his happiness outweighs | news about a reported duel between two poor fools. Any 
all sense or thought of self-denial in the giving up of every- | contest for a great principle is observed with profound inter- 

|. 

{ 


proposed, while they should look on and see it out, they 
were all prompt to approve the suggestion. Almost any one 
is willing to watch other people strive for the mastery. It is 
in human nature to enjoy watching a life-and-death struggle 
| A dog-fight will always gather a waiting crowd in a city 
street, no matter how business presses just then. 


thing for his Lord. est even by men who would be unwilling to have a part in 

Remember, too, that indecision pute an arrest on activity. | it, on either side of the issue. 
Those who have done the most good in the world have | 
always possessed positive convictions on which they ear- | 
nestly acted, But without decision a man is destitute of back- 
bone. His character is molluscous and invertebrate. Con- 


trast Moses with Balaam; Paul with Judas; Luther with | comes back to him who calls on those gods in his extremity. 

Erasmus. Indecision is the paralysis of usefulness. It may | Ife may build them temples and altars. He may burn | 
make good critics, but it makes poor builders. What drunk- | incense to them, and lavish gifts before their shrines. He 
ard has it reformed? what thief has it transformed? what | may sing their praises and multiply his prayers to them. 
Five Points mission has it carried out? If therefore a man | He may even find pleasure, for a time, in the thought of their 


wishes to help on those movements which are deing most to | glory and power. But when the need comes to him of super- 
bless and benefit mankind, he must get to positive convic- | 


tions, and seek courageously to act them out. Such a one 
will be a man for the times; and in his own sphere and | 
place will be another Elijah for the doing of whatever refor- 
mation work God may require at his hand, But the hesitator | emergency when he would give all that he has, or hopes for, 
between two opinions will never be or do anything remark- | for one hour of life, or for one sure promise of further bless- 
able until he takes a stand on something; and the great | ing. He may have lived for wealth, and have gained it; but 
thing for him is that he take his stand upon the right, the | in his dying hour he will admit that he is poor and needy, 
true, the good, as these are incarnated in Christ, | and that money gives him no answer of hope. Even if he 
pceiaeeltiianies eisai aecatie | asks nothing beyond pleasure in the present life, he will 
| surely find in that day when his longing for pleasure is most 
ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS, intense, and his ery for it most piteous, that when he asks, 
BY H. | he shall not receive; when he seeks, he shall not find; when 

he knocks, it shall not be opened to him. 


| ready to stand for taem even unto death. 


Whatever else comes of the worship of false gods, no answer 


neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regardeth, A 
| man may worship worldly honors, and seem for years to have 
all that he asks for; but sooner or later there comes that 


CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Gather to me all Israel,.. . and the prophets of Baal four hun- et 2 ee 
dred and fifty, and the prophets of the Aeherah four hundred, hes 
which eat at Jezebel’s table (v.19), So far as Elijah knew, he TEACHING HINTS 
was all alone in God’s service. The court, and the priest- ay TER BBY. 
hood, and the »eople, were all against him and his cause; 
the church, (he state, and the rabble, on one side; and he on 
the other. But whatofthat? He had no fear, and he asked 
no odds, Gather them all, he said; and I will face them 
squarely, No child of God need ever be afraid because of 
the numbers which oppose him, To’take appearances into 
account, is to count God out of the conflict. There are two 
adages current in the world, and men’s faith or faithlessness 
shows itself according to the adage they accept as their creed. 


A. F. SCHAUFFLER, 


This is a most dramatic lesson, as indeed are all the lessons 
for this quarter. 


lowing heads : 

The Stage of Action.—This lay on Mount Carmel, on a pla- 
teau high above the plain of Esdraelon. The highest point 
of the mountain was about seventeen hundred feet above the 

plain, and this plateau about one thousand feet. The out- 
“God is on the side of the heaviest battalions!” That isthe | look at this time, after the terrible drought, must have been 
godless creed, All history gives the lie to it; and it isa | appalling. As Israel looked abroad, the evidences of Jeho- 
falsehood—history or no history. 


“God and one man are | vah’s power were everywhere apparent, The devout believer 
always a majority!” Thatis a creed worth standing by— 


worth falling by, if need be, The history of the world shows | 





When such a man is called to choose his master, he an- | 


| The young girl is undecided whether or not it is better for her | 





they had not evidence enough on which to base any rational 
opinion? Surely that could not be; for they were not 
ignorant of the history of their forefathers. Every Jew knew 
of their Egyptian bondage and subsequent deliverance. They 
all had heard of the Red Sea, of the Jordan, of Jericho, and 


_of David and his conquests. They knew enough of the past 


as to the desirableness of card-playing and cigar-smoking; and - 


and of the present to enable them to make up their minds. 


| What, then, was the difficulty? They had the fear of man 


| in the streets. 
As a citizen, he is not 


before their eyes. There was a lion in the way; 2 lion was 
Ahab and Jezebel bestrode the pathway of 
allegiance to Jehovah, and their roaring terrified Israel. 


| Why, then, did they not come out boldly on the side of Baal? 


| Simply because of fear. 
He does not, indeed, | 


two loaves of bread, halting between two opinions. He | 


They were afraid, on the one hand, 
of the king and queen; but, on the other hand, they were 
afraid of Jehovah. True faith in God having suffered an 
eclipse, they wanted ocular demonstration of his superiority 
to Baal before they would commit themselves either way,— 
for Baal or for Jehovah. 


A church-member once came to me, and said: “ I wish you 


_would strike my name off the church record. I have changed 


| 


y if Baal should fail him, and Jehovah succeed? 


The daily he then face Elijah and Jezebel and the people? 


Men who have’ ro opinions | 
of their own admire men who do have them, and who are. 
| that did not alarm Elijah at all; 
Neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded (v. 29). | behind them, and he had nothing es than Omnipotence to 


my mind, and do not any longer think as I used to.” 
well,” I answered 
simply saying: 


“Very 
; “but I wish you would sign me a paper, 
‘God may go his way, and I will go mine. 
I will never pray to him again for anything in life or in 
death.’” “Oh, no!” said the young man. “I willdo nothing 
of the kind; for I might need him some day.” [I might 
add here, that when I stood beside the coffin of that man’s 
only child, he had found that he did need God.] So Israel 
felt. They were not willing to reject God formally ; forthey 
might need him some day. Are there not thousands in the 
same position now? They will not formally reject Christ; 
they only postpone action; for they fear that they may need 
him some day. But they will not decide for him to-day; 
no, not to-day. 

Among the spectators was Ahab. How he must have 
longed for the success of the idolatrous prophets! How he 
must have feared and hated Elijah! Poor man! he was 
now finding out that the way of transgressor is hard. What 
How could 
How 
instructive a diary of his feelings for that day would be! 
Hope and fear, disappointment and rage! 
abundance. 
pardon. 

The Actors.—There were plerty of them. Four hundred 
and fifty to one was surely somewhat disproportionate ; but 
for they had no power 


Yes, in great 
But, alas! no true repentance or petition for 


support him. (We have. no record that the four hundred 


| prophets of the grove who ate at Jezebel’s table were present. 


It may be that Jezebel thought that discretion was the better 


part of valor, and so kept them out of danger. If so, whata 


| comment this was on her own estimate of their real power!) 
| The actors were busy enough all the day. The whole. scene 


natural aid from them, and he calls out for their help, there is | 


is graphically described in the text. The building of the 
altar, the preparation of the sacrifice, and the wild incanta- 


_ tions and shrieks of the prophets of Baal, combined to present 


a most exciting scene. Through all this wild turmoil Elijah 
remained silent and passive until noon, One can almost see 
the grand man sitting on some rock, and with conscious 


| power viewing with the utmost contempt all the frantic efforts 


_ of the men before him. 


At noon, his pent-up feelings found 
vent in words of withering sarcasm. The only wonder is that 
Baal’s prophets, stung to madness by the prophet’s words, 
did not rush upon him to kill him. Probably nothing but 
fear restrained them, or, possibly, the hope that, when his turn 
came, he would fare no better than they. Thus the day 
passed ; but hour after hour, as it slipped away, brought no 
sign of comfort to Ahab, to the priests of Baal, or to his 
idolatrous adherents. ! 

The scene of Elijah quietly waiting, and in perfect confi- 


| dence looking forward to the ultimate display of Jehovah’s 


| false prophets to-day. 


No one need complain of dullness in the | but they do revere Nature as the.grandest divinity in exist- 


story of the prophet Elijah. Divide the lesson under the fol- | 


power, should be one to stimulate the confidence of the dis- 
ciple of the nineteenth century. We are not without our 
True, they do not bow down to Baal; 


ence. Or, like Frederick Harrison in England, they enthrone 
humanity, whatever that may mean, They cry aloud in 
reviews and magazine articles, and expect the regeneration 
of man through their false religions, They are never done 


, announcing the decay and downfall of the God of Abraham, 


} 


should have needed no other testimony than that of the | 


and of Isaac, and of Jacob. The world and the church have 
watched for years for the descent of fire upon the unbelievers’ 
altars. Herbert Spencer stands by his altar and points tothe 
“Great Unknown,” and hard by Harrison has his altar, and 
exalts “ Humanity,” and not far away some one else lauds 


that God's best work in the world has been carried forward 


We have no right to expect popular support, in God’s ser- 


vice. Three things will be pretty sure to oppose us, always— | 


the world, the flesh, and the Devil, Unless we are ready to 


face hen in their fullest force, we might as well be counted | drama, but merely as lookers-on, who were to decide, accord- 


out from active service in God's campaigning. 
Between two opinions (v. 21). 


_no man so blind as he that will not see; so poor Israel failed 
by one man at a time breasting the combined forces of evil. | 


| 


parched land, to prove that Jehovah was God. But there is | “ Nature,” and between times they fall afoul of each other 


and quarrel, and then agree and make up. 
fire there. 


3ut there is no 
Meantime some godly man or woman, working 
away in the Seven Dials, or the Five Points, or the North 
End, finds the fire of God descending in answer to his prayer, 
and sees the flame of Christian love springing up in human 
hearts and the warmth of Christian zeal awakened where 
before it was absolutely dead. Can there, then, be any doubt 


to read God’s message stamped thus in awful characters on 
the whole country. 


The Spectators.—All Israel (that is, representatives from 
all Israel) were there. They came, not as actors in the great | 


ing to the evidence, which was the true God, Baal or Jeho- 


The trouble with most persons | vah. When appealed to by Elijah to take their stand one | as to which call upon the true God? Are the lessons of 


is, not that they hold wrong opinions on all polats, but that | way or the other, they held their peace, Was this because | experience worth nothing at all in settling this question? 
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And yet how many there are who stand by still undecided 


and cowardly! Alas! | 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. | 


BY FAITH LATIMER. 


When King Ahab met Elijah, what did the king say to | 
the prophet? How did Elijah throw back the charge upon | 
the king? Whom had Israel forsaken? Whom had they 
followed? Elijah was not afraid of Ahab, nor to meet all 
the priests of Baal. He was not afraid to tell Ahab what to 
do; and he calmly gave his orders to the idolatrous king, | 
who had sent men to seize him, and had searched through 
every land to find him. 


The Cull. Come to Mount Carmel.—(Put these headings 
on the blackboard, and keep for review with next lesson.) 
Carmel was a mountain on the shore of the great sea (show | 
on map), with sides sloping down for twelve miles; on these | 
slopes, in many places, were fruitful plains which were beau- | 
tiful with many kinds of flowers, The very word “Carmel” | 
means “ fruitful place ;’’ and now, as the traveler rides along 
there, sweet odors rise as the horse tramples on the wild | 
flowers and fragrant leaves under his feet. Jezebel, from | 
her summer palace, seventeen miles away, and the dwellers 
in many towns and villages around, could see Mount Carmel | 
from their homes, “Send, and gather to me all Israel to | 
mount Carmel,” said the prophet; ‘and the prophets of | 
Baal.” He did not tell the king why they were to come, | 
but only gave the command. He told the number of the | 
prophets to come,—four hundred and fifty Baal-prophets, and 
four hundred of those who led the worship in the groves; 
idolatrous prophets, who were fed and cared for by Queen 
Jezebel. The king did not ask why; but he obeyed Elijah, 
and sent messages to prophets and people. Where were they 
allto meet? Who were called to come? 


The Test. Choose.—Elijah had more to say to the people | 
than he had said to the king. He began with a question : 
“How long halt ye between two opinions?” He meant, 
How long are you going to hesitate, to wait before you | 
decide, to change back and forth between two ways of think- 
ing? One day you think you ought to be God’s people, as 
your fathers were; but again you change your minds, and 
serve Baal. Then he said to them our golden text. He | 
wanted them to consider well, and be sure which was right | 
for them to serve and follow, God or Baal, and then to offer 
service with their whole hearts. Were they ready to tell 
the prophet which they would do? Had any one decided? 
Not one was ready to speak for God or to praise Baal. | 
They answered him not a word. When Jesus was on earth, 
he said: “ No man can serve two masters:” you will love 
one, and hate the other. He taught that you cannot love 
God and serve Satan; and there were people who heard him 
only to laugh at his preaching, or to turn and go away, 
answering never a word, At one time he said, “ He that is 
not with me, is against me.’ Which way have you chosen? 
Elijah told his plan to the people, how they might choose 


” 
’ 





_ THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIM 


| nor offerings of ours, to win his listening ear. 





between the Lord and Baal. He said: Here am JI, one 
alone, a prophet of the Lord; and there are four hundred 
and fifty prophets of Baal. Let us try and see which God 
will answer our prayers and receive our worship, Let these 
priests get two bullocks for sacrifice; they may choose one, 
and give me the other; they may prepare theirs for an offer- 
ing, lay it on the altar, lay wood beneath it, but kindle no | 
fire, and call on the name of their Baal-god, I will take the | 
other bullock, lay it on the altar, put wood beneath it, but no | 
fire under it, and I will call on the name of the Lord. The | 
God that answers by fire, let him be God. The people said | 
something then; they saw that it would be a fair trial, right | 
and just, and they said to Elijah: “It is well spoken.” He | 
turned to the priests in their temple-robes, standing in sight 
of all the people, high up on the mountain. They chose 
one of the bullocks, prepared it for a sacrifice, laid it upon 
the altar, and began their calls to Baal. Baal was the god 
of the sun, the centre of all light and heat. If any could 
kindle a flame, surely the sun-god ought, for he was supposed 
to be all heat and brightness, Hour after hour the sun 
shone on them while they called: Baal, hear us; Baal, 
answer us. Higher and hotter the sun shone upon the 
mountain, while the people watched and waited. 


The Failure. No Voice: No Answer.—At noon the fierce, 
dry heat rested on their heads, and the hundreds of priests’ 
voices called louder and louder: Baal—hear—help. Elijah 
spoke out: Cry aloud, wake him up, call him back; perhaps 
your god has gone away, or he is busy, or asleep; cry louder. 
What kind of a god would be away, or deaf to his children’s 
cry? As you hear of all this, does it not show that a power 
stronger than the sun had kindled the sun's light, and held 
it in its place, like a great blazing torch shining down upon 
the men who called in vain for it to send down and light 
their altar-fire? The priests cried louder; took knives and 
lances and cut themselves; there was blood on their hands 
und garments, for they seem to have had some idea that blood 
would earn hearing and help. As they knelt and rose and 
struggled, crying wildly, they were willing to shed their own 
blood. How vain! They did not understand, as you do now, | 


| time, with the prophets of the Lord? (See v. 4.) 





how the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from all sin; that the 
dear Father, God, asks no self-inflicted wounds, no weary cries 
Israel ought to 


have known how God had bidden them worship, and how he | 
| would meet them at the mercy-seat. Their fathers had sung | 


in the psalms how “He that keepeth Israel shall neither 
slumber nor sleep.’ Had they forgotten? Noon passed, 
yet the hoarse crying of priests kept on before the untouched 
altar, the unburnt sacrifice, the sun still shining on the 
unaccepted offering. 
Had Israel gained anything by forsaking God and following 
Saal? From the mountains they could see far over the 
scorched, bare, famine-stricken land. Must they not have 
thought they had been foolish to worship a sun-god who 


could only dry up their fruitful land, and send want and 


death upon them? Would they not think, if he could not, 


with all his heat, light a ready-laid fire for his own worship 


plenty on their land? 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 
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SIDE. 
THE LORD UPHOLDETH. 


HINTS FOR LESSON-HY MNS. 
“Stand up, stand up for Jesus.’ 
* We’re marching to Canaan,” 
“To-day the Saviour calls.” 


QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 


Among what people, and how early,do we find the first 
records of Baal-worship? (Num. 22: 41.) What was the 
difference between Ashtoreth and Asherah? Briefly rehearse 
the history and experience of Israel in regard to Baal-worship. 
(Num. 25: 3; Deut. 4: 3; Judg. 2: 13, 14; ete.) Who was 
responsible for the worship of Baal, in the northern kingdom, 
in the days of Elijah? How did this prophet manifest his 
authority in the presence of Ahab? (v. 19.) 
did he derive it? 
How did the prophets of Baat compare in number, at this 

( In what 
sense is the term “prophet” used when designating large 
classes of men? To what extent was Elijah’s authority 
Why did Ahab obey instead of slay- 
ing the man of his search? 


recognized? (vy. 20.) 
What is the great cause of 
worldly-mindedness and lack of zeal on the part of professed 
Christians? (v. 21.) Is he who zealously pursues the wrong, 
while laboring under error, or he who forsakes the right 
against the remonstrances of conscience, the greater in guilt? 
Why did the people not answer Elijah a word? How did 
he propose to convince them of the respective power of God 
and of Baal? (vs. 22-24.) Do you suppose that he ventured 
this test upon his own strength of faith, or only by a revela- 
tion from God? (v.36; James 5; 17.) 


, true religion? 
There was no voice, no answer. | 


| of the people expected an answer to be given? 


‘ ; , 
| among his own priests, that he could never send rain and 


From whence | 
Point out and describe mount Carmel. 


What wisdom did he . 


- 
/ ) 
io 





show in the arrangement of his programme? (v. 25.) What 
satisfaction can we expect to obtain from worship addressed 
to any save the true God? (v. 26.) How will wisdom regard 
the despisers of the Lord when their day of probation is 
over? (v. 27; Prov. 1: 24-29.) How long, then, is it safe to 
trifle with our religious convictions? In what manner was 
it customary to conduct the worship of Baal? (vy. 28.) How 
do we know that such affliction to the flesh has no merit in 
How long was the struggle of Baal’s prophets 
continued? (v. 29.) Ts it, or is it not, probable that any 
Is it, or is 
it not, probable that the prophets themselves expected it? 
What is meant by “they prophesied”? Is it, or is it not, 
generally safe to be on a level with the mass of the people 
in matters of religion ? 


ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 
Mount Carmet.— Literally, the Garden-Mountain. 


| Names of places are very often derived, among the Orientals, 
| from some prominent characteristic of the region. Thus 
among modern Arabic names we have El-Besiteen (the 
Gardens), Qaroon Hatteen (the Horns of Hattin), Naqb 
Hawy (Pass of the Wind), Um el-’ Amad (Place of Columns), 
| and Aboo Haylezén (Father of Snails). The characteristic 
| vegetation of a region often gives its name to the place; thus, 
besides such general names as El-Akldar (the Green), we 
| have specific names like ’Adas (Lentils), Aboo Retemit 
| Haylezon (Place of Broom), El-Laymon (the Lemon), Seyal 
| (the Acacia), and Tell el-Fool (Mound of Beans), 
| Tue Gop THAT ANSWERETH By Fire.—Throughout 
| the whole ancient East, fire was regarded as a peculiar mani- 
| festation of God, and especially among the worshipers of 
| Baal, who was conceived of as the blazing sun-god. Sancho- 
| niathon gives the full name of Baal as Baal-Semen (Lord of 
| the Heavens), that is, the sun, the source of terrestrial fire. 
| The sacred fire at Athens was tended with scrupulous care; 
and at the founding of every new colony a portion of this 
fire was carefully carried thither, as an emblem of the Divine 
presence. The belief in fire as the special gift of the gods 
still survives, in the custom of making “‘ Needfire,” 
lated districts from Scotland to India. Needfire is a magical 
fire, which is esteemed to be a sure protection against 
enchantment. When it isto be made, all fires in the vicinity 
are extinguished, The divine fire is obtained from wood by 
friction; no metal must be employed in its production ; and, 
generally, metal ornaments must be laid aside by the person 
who produces the spark—all of which customs point back to 
| primitive fire-worship. When the sacred light is kindled, 
| all the fires of the vicinity are re-lighted from it. In Scot- 
| land even the name of Baal seems to be retained in the name 
Beltane (Baal’s fire) which was applied tothe annual “ need- 
fire,’ which used to be celebrated all over the Scottish High- 
| lands. Fire worship is still maintained in the Parsee tem- 
ples, a reMic of the ancient Persian worship when. the good 
| god Ormuzd was adored under the form of sacred fire. The 
| challenge of Elijah was therefore simple and direct. “ Your 
| god is the fire-god. So be it. Let the god of the nation be 
the god who answers by fire. 


in iso- 


| 
| Gops wir HuMAN WEAKNEssES.—Elijah’s mocking 
| words, little as we may realize it, are actually a description 
| of what the Oriental pagans attributed to their gods, Read- 
| ers of the [liad will recollect how serious were the conse- 
| quences when Zeus was lulled to sleep through the wonder- 
| working girdle; and how the fate of the heroes wavered 
| owing to the fact that this or that god was away ‘‘on a jour 
ney.” The Hindoo represents Brahm, the self-existent god, 
as sleeping through countless ages till he awoke and said, 
“Let me be many.” 


Vishnu slept in the depths of the 
| ocean, until a water-lily grew frem his breast. According to 
Greek legend, Demeter, the Earth-Mother and giver of food 
to men, was so lost in grief over the fate of Persephoné that 
for a year she gave herself to melancholy, forgetting the 
earth. Therefore the grain refused to grow in spite of all the 
toil of the husbandmen, and men were reduced to the point 
| of starvation, Then Persephoné was restored to Demeter, 
and the goddess forgot her melancholy, and the seed which 
had been rotting under the clods sprang to new life, covering 
the earth with grain and flowers. 


Curting THEMSELVES AFTER THEIR MANNER.—A cus- 
tom widely prevalent in the ancient East. .The priests of 
Cybele were called semi-viri or half-men, because of the 
mutilations to which they subjected themselves in her wor- 
ship; and Lucian (Peri tés Suriés Theou, 463) tells of gigantic 
models of sundered parts of the human body which were 
erected before the temple of the Syrian goddess, To this 
day, the darweeshes, on special religious occasions, inflict 
flesh-wounds upon themselves, from which the blood flows 
copiously, the cuts being made with swords, lances, or 
skewers. On some occasions the loss of blood is so great that 
the darweesh staggers from weakness, or faints altogether. 
It may have been this faintness from loss of blood that 
caused the priests of Baal to limp or stagger (not leap) about 
the altar, though the order of the narrative is against the 
supposition, 
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BOOKS AND WRITERS. 
PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED, 


BOOKS. 
Atheism and Arithmetic; or, Mathematical law in nature. By H. I 





Hastings. (Anti-Infidel Series.) 12mo, pp. 63. Boston: H. L. Hastings. | 


Did Jesus Rise? A book written to ald honest skeptics. By James H. 
Brookes. [6mo, pp. 151. St. Louis: Gospel Book and Tract Reposi- 
tory. Price, paper, 30 cents; cloth, 6 cents. 

Che Days of Makemie; ov, The vine planted. A. D. 1680-1708, With an 
Appendix. By the Rev, L. P. Bowen, D.D. 12mo, with map, pp. 
58. Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication. 


PAMPHLETS. 

She's All the World to Me: anovel. By Hall Caine. — Handy 
Series, ) lémo, pp. 136. New York: Harper and Brothers. Price, 
2 cents, 

Thirteen Temperance Tracts. 16mo, illustrated, pp. in all, about 125. 
Philadelphia; Presbyterian Board of Publication, Price, per set, 
2% cents, 

Footprints of Temperance Pioneers. Compiled by J. N. Stearns, 12mo, 
one Illustration, pp. 108. New York: National Temperance Society 
and Publication House, Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents, 


BOOKS FOR ELDER CHILDREN.* 


When the boy and the girl have passed beyond the 
range of the nursery and the nursery-book, it becomes a 
pertinent question as to what their future reading will 
be. On the one hand, baby-stories have lost their charm 
for them; on the other, they are not yet able to interest 
themselves in the literature which interests adults. Are 
such elder children to give themselves up to the dime- 
novel and the sensational weekly? Are they to confine 
themselves to the sometimes equally sensational story- 
books which may gain entrance into the Sunday-school 
library, in virtue of a thin veneering of evangelical the- 
ology? Or are there enough standard children's books, 
“secular,” as well as “religious,” to feed the healthy 
appetite of a young and growing mind? 

In the present notice we group together a number of 
standard children’s books which might well form the 
nucleus of a children’s library. The first volumes men- 
tioned belong to Ginn & Co.'s (formerly Ginn, Heath, 
& Co.’s) series of Classics for Children; the others are 
miscellaneous volumes from separate publishers. 

In the Shakespearean Classics for Children, we have 
two volumes, specially edited for the series. Mr. Edwin 
Ginn’s edition of Lamb’s Tales from Shakespeare, and 
an expurgated edition of The Merchant of Venice, by 
Dr. Henry N. Hudson, in briefer form than the same 
author’s edition for schools, and with the corresponding 
tale from Lamb. The Tales from Shakespeare are 
introduced by an abridgement of Alfred Ainger’s Intro- 
duction, and a pronouncing list of proper names is 
added. The Merchant of Venice is, of course, supplied 
with the necessary introductions and notes for young 
realers, and all unsuitable allusions are omitted. This 
is a general characteristic of the whole series of Classics 
for Children; all words, phrases, and allusions, unfitted 
for children’s reading, are expurgated. 

From Sir Walter Scott we have three volumes: an 
abridged edition of Tales of a Grandfather; an anno- 
tated edition of The Lady of the Lake; and Miss Char- 
lotte M. Yonge’s edition of Quentin Durward. The 
Tales of a Grandfather form a connected history of 
Scotland, for boys, from the earliest times to the dcath 
of James V. The present edition abridges the longer 
narrative of Scott, by the omission of less interesting 
details, and by the suppression of the barbaric incidents 
which marked early Scottish history. The Lady of the 
Lake is prefaced by an abridgement of Scott’s autobiog- 
raphy, a short life of Scott, and a brief description of 








* Tales from Shakespeare. By Charles and Mary Lamb. (Classics for 
Children.) Imo, pp. vill, 300. ston: Ginn & Co. Price, 50 cents. 

Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice, with introduction, and notes ex- 
preeeiee? and critical, By the Rev. Henry N. Hudson, LL.D. (Classics 
or Children.) lémo, pp. vill, 1%. Boston: Ginn & Co. Price, 40 cents, 

Tales of a Grandfather; being the history of Scotland, from the 
earliest period 1o the close of the reign of James the Fifth. By Walter 
seott. Abridged and edited by Edwin Ginn. (Classics for Children.) 
lémo, pp. 236. Boston: Ginu & Co, Frice, 50 cents. 

The Lady of the Lake. By Sir Walter Scott. Edited by Edwin Ginn. 
Ss rng for Children.) lémo, map, pp. li, 220. Boston: Ginn & Co, 

rice, 0 cents, 

Quentin Durward. By Sir Walter Scott. Edited especially for this 
series by Charlotte M. Yonge. With historical introductidn by the 
editor. (Classics for Children.) l6mo, pp. 312. Boston: Ginn Co, 
Price, 0 cents. 


Robinson Crusoe. By Daniel De Foe, Edited for the use of schools, 


by W. H. Lambert. (Classics for Children.) lémo, pp. iv, 257, Boston: 
Ginn & Co, Price, 0 cents, 

The Swiss Family Robinson. Edited for the use of schools, by J. H. 
Stickney. (Classics for Children.) i6émo, illustrated, pp. viii, 364. 
Boston: Ginn & Co. Price, 0 cents. 

The Heroes; or, Greek fairy tales for my children. By Charles 
Kingsley. Edited for the use of schools, by John Tetlow. (Classics for 
Children.) lémo, Uliustrated, pp. xviii, 167. Boston: Ginn & Co. Price, 
50 cents, 

Stories of the Old World. By the Rev. AlfredJ.Church, M.A. (Clas- 
sics for Children.) l6mo, pp. 34 Boston; Ginn & Co. Price, 0 cents. 

Six Selections from Irving's Sketch Book. With notes, etc., for home 
and school use. By Homer B. Sprague, Ph.D, (Classics for Children.) 
lémo, pp. xiii, 119. Boston: Ginn & Co, 


The Water Babies: a fairy tale for a land-baby. By the Rev. Charies 


Kingsley. Edited and abridged by J. H. Stickney. (Classics for Chil- 
dren.) lémo, illustrated, pp. viii, 192. Boston: Ginn & Co. Price, 
80 cents. 


Natural History Plays and Dialogues. By Louisa P. Hop\ins. lémo, 


pp. iv, 838. Boston: Lee and Shepard. Price, boards, 30 ceits. 


The Man Wonderful in the House Beautiful. By C. B. Allen, M.D., 
and Mary A. Alien, M.D. 12mo, pp, 34 New York : Fowler and Wells. 
Great Heart, or, Sermons to children. William Wilberforce New- 
jon. 1 illustrated, pp. #2. New Yorks Robert Carver apd 
ice, 
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Scotland, at the time of the incidents recorded in the 
poem. Quentin Durward is a story of the Royal Scot- 
tish Archers, the famous regiment which stood at the 
head of the French army in the time of Lou's XI. Miss 
Yonge contributes the necessary sketch of the historical 
surroundings of the novel. The Notes have not been 
conformed to this edition at all points; as where, for 
instance, in the first line of Note B, another edition of 
the Waverley Novels is referred to as “ this edition.” 

The boy or girl who reads these three volumes will 
have perused a fair portion of Scott's historical writing, 
his best poem, and one of his best novels,—one which 
is, at the same time, free from the “ Broad Scotch” 
which makes some of the other novels rather difficult 
reading for others than Scottish lowlanders. 

The next two volumes stand in a close relation of 
kinship. The first is an edition of Robinson Crusoe, 
edited by Mr. W. H. Lambert; the second, The Swiss 
Family Robinson, which may be described as the Swiss 
amd German boys’ Crusoe. The Robinson Crusoe has 
been subjected to a strict expurgation, an operation 
which in no wise injures this famous boys’ classic, 
but which removes from it the grossnesses which dis- 
figured the story as it originally appeared. 


Swiss Family Robinson is illustrated; and it is printed 
in an excellent, clear type. The vivid incidents and 
the devout tone of this book cause many to prefer it to 
the original Crusoe. 

Two volumes cover the story of the ancient world,— 
Kingsley’s Greek Heroes and Church’s Stories of the 


Greek myths, for children, is better adapted for chil- 
dren’s reading than Macmillan’s edition, as it contains 
a descriptive table of the Greek gods named in the 
stories, descriptive foot-notes, and an index of Greek 
proper names. Church’s Stories of the Old World 
embraces the chief cycles of Greek and Latin legend,— 
the story of the ship Argo, the story of Thebes, a chil- 
dren’s Iliad, a children’s Odyssey, and a children’s 
FEneid. This volume, however, lacks the pronouncing 
and explanatory indexes. 

Sprague’s edition of Irving’s Sketch Book consists of 


Westminster Abbey, The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, 
The Widow and her Son, Rip Van Winkle, and Christ- 
mas Eve. This edition is liberally supplied with 
explanatory notes, and suggestions for further study. 
For children of a less advanced age, the series provides 
Charles Kingsley’s Water-Babies. This edition, also, is 
furnished with explanatory notes. 


rhymed knowledge-book, under the title of Natural 
History Plays, by Louisa P. Hopkins. This is, in sub- 
ject, well adapted for children’s reading. As to style, 
here is one of the more difficult stanzas in the book: 
“ Hornéd Rhinoceros, 
Sleek Hippopotamus, 
Elephant, Tapir, 
Mammoth and Mastodon, 
Relies of ages gone,— 
Gone like a vapor.” 

The rhymes range all the way between the poly- 
syllabic stanza just quoted and such simple lines as 
these describing the beavers’ building: 

“ The little tails slap, slap 
The muddy ground ; 
The little twigs snap, snap 
Stick all around : 
Such cheery work as this, 
Such merry sound!” 

The Man Wonderful in the House Beautiful is an 
allegory of the human body, designed as a general 
physiology for young people, and for family reading. 
| It is a general description of the chief organs and func- 
| tions of the human body, passing over in silence topics 
not suitable for promiscuous reading. The allegorical 
| treatment permits such topics as digestion to be described 
| without the use of offensive terms. The effect of narcot- 
| ics and of stimulants upon the human body is described 
| pretty fully; and the whole volume is as much an ele- 
| mentary manual of hygiene as of physiology. 
| And now to close this collection of children’s books 





A tew notes 
are added in explanation of obscure allusions. The | 


Old World. This edition of Kingsley’s version of the | 


Another Boston publishing firm issues a bright little | 


; . 
applications are simple and clear. The pictures, also, 
| are well drawn, and the print is soft and plain. 





One of the first helps which the thevlogical student 
requires is a guide to theological literature. Guides of 
this kind are not numerous in English, nor are they so 
satisfactory as the German books of theological “ ency- 
| clopedia; ”’ Malcom’s Index to Theological Literature, 
| for instance, and Hurst’s Bibliotheca Theologica, are 
| mere top:cal catalogues, which demand an already fair 
| 


| 


knowledge of theological literature for their intelligent 


use, 


| 


Professor R. F. Weidner begins a good work, 
therefore, in the publication of the first part of his Theo- 
logical Encyclopedia and Methodology, of which this first 
installment covers the methodology and literature of 
exegetical theology. The bibliographies, touching the 
variou; departments of exegetical study, embrace repre- 
sentative books in German and English, and they are 
not so crowded with unimportant books as to be cumber- 
some. The lists, however, though calculated to be of 
great use to young students, are not in all respects satis- 
factory. There are not many books which “ cannot be 
| too highly recommended ;” yet Professor Weidner gets 
| three of them on two pages (117,118). The lists also 
are not always well chosen. Why recommend to the 
student Brugsch’s great hieroglyphical dictionary, which 
_ costs eight hundred marks in Berlin; and forget to tell 
| him that there is an Egyptian-English dictionary by 

Birch (now rather scarce, indeed), another by McCauley 
| published in Philadelphia, selling for about five dollars, 
|} and, better than either, Pierret’s Vocabulaire Hiero- 
| glyphique, costing only sixty francs in Paris? Similarly 
| in Arabic, Catafago is mentioned, while the equally 
cheap and doubly more useful Cuche is omitted ; then, 
for advanced students, Lane is named, while the Arabic 
Webster, Butrus el-Bustiny, goes without mention. 
Young’s Analytical Concordance is nut a Hebrew con- 
cordance at all; and Professor Weidner is in error when 
he states that ‘as far as pertains to the Old Testament, 
to all intents and purposes, |it| takes the place of the 
more expensive and scholarly concordances of Buxtorf, 
Fuerst, and Noldius ”’—which last, by the way, is a con- 
cordance of Hebrew indeclinable particles. We notice 
also an unusually large number of typographical blun- 





six selections from that work, including The Voyage, | Jers; in German, for instance, “ Andeutung ” for “ An- 


“ 


leitung;” and in English “ exellent’? more than once 
| for “excellent.” Still, with all these defects, the book 
will be useful to young students, and to such it is accord- 
ingly recommended. (12mo, pp. viii, 183. Philadel- 
phia: H. B. Garner. Price, $1.25.) 


The venerable Dr. Fuller, of Middletown, Cennecti- 
cut, has published a commentary on the Apocalypse,— 
The Revelation of St. John the Divine,—differing widely 
from most of the attempts at interpretation to which 
that book has been subjected. The author finds that 
“the Apocalypse contains largely within itself the means 
of its own explanation” (p. vi). He does not accept the 
“ preterist ” or “ futurist,” and only in part the “ continu- 
ous,” theory of interpretation, inclining rather to what 
may be called the “ practical.” The Speaker's Com- 
mentary and the Popular Commentary (Schaff) contain 
admirable discussions based on a similar view of the 
Apocalypse; and we may, in view of the failure of the 
other theories to find general acceptance, expect that 
this last view will become more and more widely pre- 
ferred. Dr. Fuller regards the judgeship of Christ as 
the pervading subject, illustrated and confirmed by all 
other parts of the book. Certainly one can read the 
Apocalypse to edification, if this view is kept in mind. 
The Greek text of Westcott and Hort is followed, but 
rendered into English. The rendering is not elegant, 
but designed to bring out the full and exact force of the 
original. The exposition of words and phrases is given 
after each verse, and not below the continuous text,—an 
arrangement which has some disadvantages. The purely 
exegetical matter seems to be judiciously stated. The 
first “beast” (chap. 13) is regarded as Imperial Rome, 
and the second as Papal Rome, of which the scarlet 
woman (chap. 17) also is a symbol,—an opinion held 
by many other Protestant interpreters. Despite some 
excellencies, the volume seems too detailed for popular 
use. (12mo, pp. viii, 388. New York: Thomas Whit- 
taker. Price, $2.50.) 





with a volume for Sunday reading. Great Heart forms | 














| the fifth volume in the Rey. William Wilberforce New-| Perhaps the most important of recent German popu- 
| ton’s series of sermons for children. Like the preceding | lar contributions to the Pentateuchal controversy is 
volumes, Great Heart takes the incidents which form | Konig’s recent work, which, accepting to a certain 
| texts for the various sermons, from Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s degree the methods of the Wellhausen school, differs 
| Progress. The present volume carries the pilgrims from | essentially from that school in its conclusions. It is to 
| Vanity Fair to the Eternal City. The sermons are brief, | be regretted that the English translation, The Religious 

the illustrations are numerous and pertinent, and the | History of Israel, by the Rev. A. J. Campbell, of Barry, 











Scotland, is quite inadequate as a representation of the 
original work. The translator apparently lacks the. 
technical knowledge necessary to reproduce the book in 
English. Here is a fair specimen of his style, contain- 
ing also a characteristic error of translation: “ Now, in 
the actual history of religion in Israel, and not in any 
capricious treatment of it either in its gloomy aspects, 
can we find one of those prophetical representations, devi- 
ating from the general idea of God, still cherished in its 
living form in Israel?” This, to be sure, is not German; | 
but then, on the other hand, it is not English. (12mo, | 
pp. viii, 192, Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark. New York: 
Scribner and Welford. Price, $1.50.) 


The familiar figure of the Chinaman on our city | 
streets awakes little curiosity in the American boy ; but 
middle-aged people remember very well, when they saw 
the same figure only in their illustrated school geogra- | 
phies, and on tea-store signs, or on china plates. 
The Rev. J. A. Davis, formerly a missionary. at Amoy, | 
and the author of an interesting book entitled The Chi- 
nese Slave Girl, has written Choh Lin, the Chinese Boy 
who became a Preacher. 


It is a true story,—true in its | 
principal facts, which were taken from Choh Lin’s lips 
by the writer; and true also in its delineation of Chi- 
nese life. We commend it as a suggestive addition to the 
literature of foreign missions. (16mo, illustrated, pp. 
320. Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication. 
Price, $1.15.) ' 


Girls who like a thick volume with a story which is 
told after the leisurely fashion of Miss Charlotte M. 
Yonge, with plenty of conversation, and numbers of 
young people coming and going, will be pleased with 
A City Violet, by M. E. Winchester, author of Under the 
Shield, and several other popular books. Older readers, 
pressed for time, will wish the really pretty. story had 
been “boiled down;” butin this opinion the school-giri 
reader will probably not sustain them. (12mo, illus- 
trated, pp. 472. New York: Robert Carter and Brothers. 
Price, $1.50.) 


The strong point of Emma Leslie’s story entitled A¢ 
the Sign of the Blue Boar, is that it not only reproduces 
with fidelity the historical period in which its scenes 
are cast, but that itis also a graceful and charming picture 
of home life in troubled times. The young reader who 
is studying the reign of Charles the Second, will find 
this book helpful; and its religious tone is so direct and 
pure that readers of any age might be able to enjoy 
it. (12mo, pp. 313. New York: Phillips and Hunt. 
Price, $1.00.) 


WORK AND WORKERS. 


CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1885, 
Kentucky, state, at Mt. Sterling.............c:1+ sessed August 18-20 
Idaho, territorial, at Boise City.....cccccsecceeceeeeeees September 2-4 








New Brunswick, provincial, at Moncton.........++ October 20-22 

Pennsylvania, state, at Sunbury........c.ccseecereeees .October 20-22 

New Hampshire, state, at Franklin......... cc. November 10-12 
SUMMER ASSEMBLIES. 


Island Park Sunday-school Assembly, at Rome City, Indi- 
RIL, Lcined diswbasecccancsouseseetpenavebnetasvesceebGaveunpeussoeves July 7-28 

New England Sunday-school Assembly, at South Framingham, | 
PERMA UIAD so sciscscerccnscnsevicvisepdacensinnesverecscess July 15-29 








other books, in the dialects of the islanders; and the 


_months of the fiscal year which closes October 1, the 
| donations to the work of the American Board of Com- 


| $25,000 from those for the corresponding period last 


| divided very equally between the two fields: the heathen 





Lakeside Sunday-school Encampment, at Lakeside, 
RE. sass cnsesceensnssveaiacsdvad>essenenhatiaseend July 21 to August 2 
Ocean Grove Sunday-school Assembly, at Ocean Grove, New 
TRIO vocscassicaivvtonseennoscsusoesassyaqsese eee July 28 to August 5 
Monona Lake Sunday-school Assembly, at Monona Lake 
Park, Wisconsin..........06sseeeee she eenseeey July 28 to August 7 
Sea Side Sunday-school Assembly, at Key East, New 
JOTSCY...s0sesescrscecevecscceereeessessenees sossnses sessseeee AUSUst 416 
Chautauqua Sunday-school Assembly, at Chautauqua, New 
siics cconngcteeascubonashvecyatnncsetaveenctterts seoeeeee August 4-24 
Monteagle Sunday-school Assembly, at Monteagle, Ten- 
TOGBOO sicnvceve cosccesce cesvncson cesonccassosseses gasocncetessnd August 8-28 
San Marcos Sunday-school Assembly, at San Marcos, 
PRL EE rR 
Mountain Lake Park Sunday-school Assembly, at Mountain 


Lake Park, Maryland......c.cs.cssssreeeeesceeees seseseeeed August — 
ROUND ABOUT THE MISSION-FIELDS. 
Wider every year grow the mission-fields, To nar- 

rower limits every year shrink the dark intervening | 
belts of utterly pagan territory. One may to-day voyage | 
around the world in a fraction of the time needed half | 
acentury ago; one could now make the circuitof Chris- | 
tian mission stations only in many times the period | 
required then. More and more is it becoming impos- 

’ a ° | 
sible even to outline the world’s missionary news in a 
column, None the less, certain fragmentary notes of 


| fast dying out. 
has nearly 7,500 Indian members, while the Methodist 


| twenty-three missions, 
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| mission progress, certain short ares of the wide mission | 


sweep, may be well noted here. 
Being completed, launched and fitted out,—largely | 

the contributions of Sunday-school scholars of 
America,—the Morning Star, the American Board's new | 
missionary vessel, has commenced her regular cruises | 
among the islands of the Pacific. May 2, she sailed 
from Honolulu; and doubtless, long before now, has 
reached the Gilbert Islands, and has commenced work 
there. While at Honolulu, special services were held on 
board the vessel, and a sum of money was thus raised | 
in furtherance of the work. To the Micronesian Islands, 
the Morning Star takes copies of the Scriptures, and 


by 


island missionaries will certainly welcome the vessel’s 
coming with much jov,—her yearly or semi-yearly visits 
comprising about all the regular means of communica- | 
tion they have with the outer world. In the first nine 


missioners of Foreign Missions, have fallen off nearly 


year; therefore, the Missionary Herald calls upon the 
friends of the work to increase their contributions 
during the three months now passing. Indeed, it asks 
if there are not some who wish to make thank-offerings 
so large that they shall aggregate $100,000 above the 
usual gifts for the quarter, leaving the Board $75,000 
ahead, instead of $25,000 in arrears, The seventy-fifth 
anniversary of the A. B. C. F. M. will be held Octo- 
ber 13-16, in Tremont Temple, Boston; and corporate 
members of the Board, pastors of contributing churches, 
and their wives, theological students, and other specified 
classes, who wish to attend, will be cordially entertained 
by citizens of Boston, if they send their names to the 
Rev. D. W. Waldron, Congregational House, Boston, 
before September 5. 

Henceforth the Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church is to have a denominational publica- 
tion of its own. The Gospel in All Lands, which was 
started in Baltimore five years ago as an undenomi- 
national missionary magazine, and which throughout | 
has maintained a high grade of excellence, has passed, | 
by purchase, into the hands of the Methodist Society, and 
will hereafter be the missionary organ of that denomina- 
tion; its former editor, the Rev. Eugene R. Smith, how- 
ever, remaining in charge. Itseems not to be customary 
in the financial management of Methodist missions 
to distinguish between the receipts for foreign and those 
for home missions, The money expended is nevertheless 





abroad getting $388,698.26, and the heathen at home 
$328,201.01, last year. This year the call is for an even 
million dollars for Methodist missions, to carry on the 
work begun, to pay off an existing indebtedness, and to 
broaden the field of labor. The Society promises that 
about ninety-eight cents out of every dollar contributed 
shall be expended directly for missions in the field, 
three cents on the dollar sufficing to pay the expenses of 
collection, transmission, and of the home management, 





which is reduced to about two per cent through the 
income from rents, etc. At Bareilly, in North India, a 
Methodist theological seminary was founded twelve | 
years ago—the first Methodist theological training-school | 
in Asia, Just now it is struggling hard for existence, | 
but if successful it has large opportunities for usefulness | 
in educating a native ministry for a population of 
twenty-five millions, to preach in a language spoken by 

one hundred millions, At home the Methodist Church 

is working as earnestly among the Indians,of the West, 

as it is abroad among the East Indians, The days are 

past, to be sure, of John Stewart’s laboring among the | 
Wyandottes, and of Wilbur Fisk’s sending out his ring- 
ing call for missionaries to the Flatheads in Oregon, and | 
of Finley’s and Case’s and Sunday’s work among the | 
native Americans, and of the grand sweep the Methodist | 
Church took fifty years ago “from the Sandusky up | 
into far-off Michigan, and to the isles of the Jakes, and | 
on to the Canadas;” the Indian tribes themselves are 
Yet the Methodist Church, South, still 


Church, North, has about 2,400 Indian members, in 
Complaint is, however, made | 
by Methodist missionary workers, that the governmental 
encouragement formerly given to Indian mission work is | 
now withdrawn. 

Baptist, Protestant Episcopal, Cumberland Presbyte- 
rian, Congregational, and other denominational mis- 
sionary workers are also laboring among the Indians, 
none of which are perhaps doing- more than the Presby- 
terian Church, North and South, for the advancement | 
of the aborigines. In general, it may be said, that in | 








all fields the missionary work of the Presbyterian 
Church is even more than keeping pace with its very 
large missionary contributions (about $700,000 last year), 
It is noted as a striking fact, that $225,599.69 of last 
year’s receipts were from the various Presbyterian 
Women’s Boards, the increase from that source alone: 
being $21,900 over the preceding year. Unfortunately, 
however, the Presbyterian Society has to close the year 
with a debt of over fifty thousand dollars, which will 
doubtless soon be lifted. It is owing to no diminu- 
tion of receipts, but to increased demands through 
broadened fields of labor. 

Of other work, by other agencies, in other fields, there 
is no present room for even incidental fragmentary men- 
tion. It is enough, in summarizing, to say, that seem- 
ingly without exception every Christian missionary 
enterprise is pushing its work rather than halting it, 
widening its field of effort rather than narrowing it, 
gaining rather than losing. So be it—and more. When, 
if ever, science shal! have made the trip around the 
globe to be an easy journey of a few weeks, may Chris- 
tianity have already made the circuit of even the princi- 
pal fields of mission effort a journey requiring years, and 
years, and years! 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL, 


—All for all” is the inspiring motto of the Rush 
County (Ind.) Sunday-school Association, and the re- 
cent convention of that body showed evidence of ear- 
nest work in that line. But the convention found two 
obstacles in the way of this working of all for all. 
Many a Sunday-school organizer will sympathize with 
the Rush County secretary’s expression of trouble in 
getting answers to his letters of inquiry regarding the 
schools of the county. The first obstacle met with in 
his work, he says, “was the indifferent Sunday-school 
superintendent. Appeals through the public press, pos- 
tal card bombardments, and sweetly worded letters fes- 
tooned with postage stamps, all failed alike to penetrate 
the armor of muteness and indifference encasing in 


| seemingly invulnerable manner this singular Christian 


individual.” The other chief difficulty was in getting 
adults interested in Sunday-school teaching. Said one 
speaker: “ The first thing to do, to make teachers of 
men and women, is to get men and women into the 
school.” The speaker thought after a month’s regular 
attendance upon the school, the grown people would 
naturally become teachers, for “ with greater knowledge 
of the subject, and greater love for the cause arising 
from attendance upon the Sunday-school, they would 
inevitably drift into the desire and habit of teaching.” 
Rush County has a strong Sunday-school organization, 
of which Mr, H. B. Lucas and Dr. W. W. Arnold of 
Rushville are president and secretary respectively, and 
which acts as an auxiliary of the Indiana Sunday-school 
Union. 





COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 
—Announcement is made that Pennsylvania's state 
Sunday-school convention will meet this year at Sun- 


| bury, commencing Tuesday eyening, October 20, and 


continuing through the next two days. 


—Until Cumberland County gets its proposed Sunday- 
school assembly under way, Pennsylvania will be one of 
the states destitute of any real Sunday-school assembly 
gathering within their borders. But Northampton 
County is going to make partial amends for this lack, — 
this year, by having a one day’s “ Sunday-school assem- 
bly and basket picnic” on Calypso Island, at Bethlehem, 
July 29. During the day, addresses will be delivered 
and conferences held on Sunday-school themes; and 
the effort will be toward the holding of a profitable, as 
well as pleasant, Sunday-school gathering. 


—At Eureka, Illinois, the fourth annual meeting of the 
General “ Christian” Sunday-school Association—the 
Sunday-school organization of the denomination so 


called—will be held August 5-7. At the various sessions, 


| Sunday-school workers of the denomination will con- 


sider different phases of the cause, special attention 
being paid to normal and institute work. “ The Bible’s 
Estimate of Childhood,” “ Christian Home Culture,” 
are two of the suggestive themes to be considered by the 
Association. Corresponding Secretary F. M. Green will 
also conduct a conference on the question, What have 


| you read during the year? 


—QOcean Grove, New Jersey, adds this year to its 
already long list of religious gatherings a Sunday-school 
assembly, opening July 28 and continuing through 
August 5. Such Christian workers as Dr. J. H. Vincent 
and Dr, J. L. Hurlbut, Bishop Mallalieu, Chaplain 
McCabe, Dr, J. M, King, and a host of others, are among 
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| 
the expected lecturers; Professor J. R. 
J ‘ . * | 
Sweeny will be musical director; and the | 


Rev. B. B. Loomis of Albany, New York, 


will be superintendent of instruction. The | 


assembly will also include a thorough 
gourse of normal instruction, and the grad- 
uation of the C. L. 8. C. (Chautauqua Lit- 


erary and Scientific Circle) of 1885. The | 


diplomas will be awarded by Dr. Vincent. 

This summer the second annual ses- 
sion of the Sea Side Sunday-school As- 
sembly meets on the grounds at Key East, 


Under the management of Dr. C. R. | 
Blackall of Philadelphia, as general con- | 


ductor, the Assembly will open August 4, 
and continue until August 16. 
Sunday-school 


Special | 


of New York, Mr. FE. P 
Philadelphia, 
Jersey City, 


ayson Porter of 
the Rev, 8. Clark of 
and others. Lectures and 
addresses on more general nee are pro- 
vided for from the Rev. Dr. Pp. . Henson 
of Chicago, the Rey. Dr. 8 rw, Dana of 
Philadelphia, and other r prominent speak- 
ers. Key East is pleasantly situated on 
the north New Jersey coast, between Long 
Branch, Elberon, and Asbury Park on the 
north and Sea Girt on the south, and by 
railroad and stage has direct connection 
with these and other neighboring summer | 
resorts, Rates of admission to all the As- 
sembly’s gatherings will be moderate. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


—These words from the official publica- 
tion of the Connecticut Sunday-school 
Teachers’ Association, show that even in 
that state,—which outranks almost every 
other state in the percentage of Sunday- 
school attendance,—there is plenty of room 
for effort in keeping up a Sunday-school 
growth corresponding to the increase of 
population: “ In 1872, thirty-six per cent. 
of the children of Connecticut were out 
of Sunday-schooel; in 1882, forty per cent. 
were out; in 1885, at least forty-five per 
cent. are out. Isn’t there a demand for 
special work in ingathering? ” 

—Information of what has been accom- 
plished by the American Sunday-school 
Union in one field of its labor is supplied 
in the following words of a correspondent, 
the Rev. John McCullough of Kentucky, 
the veteran Sunday-school 
missionary : 


worker and 
“The following is a summary 
of sixty-one years’ work in the Southern 
District: During that period, 14,480 Sun- 
day-schools have been organized, number- 
ing 90,568 teachers and 753,630 scholars. 
Aid has been given to 25,628 other schools. 
The fruit gathered may be seen in the 
organization of thousands of churches.” 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 

A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week, The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 53,500 
copies, Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription listatany time, The advertising rate 
is 60 cents per line, with discounts of from 5 
per cent. on two insertions, to 50 per cent. on an 
advertisement running a year, 

Horsford’s Acid Phosphate, for alcoholism, 
Dr. J. S. Hullman, Philadelphia, Pa., says: 
‘It is of good service in the troubles arising 


from alcoholism, and gives satisfaction in my | 


practice,” 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 


Luvestors should read the W years’ business 
report of The J. B. Watkins Land Mortgage Co. 
Lawrence, Kan., in this paper, the fourth week of 
every month, 


Not a dollar lost. New York office, 43 Broadway. 


IT IS A NOTEWORTHY FACT oF,.G8E47 


ivferest to ey- 
ery clergyman, teacher, student, and scholar, that Tur 
Pastor, by Dr. BRDELL, Bishop of Ohio, a book of | 
600 pp., handsomely boundin cloth, will be sent to any 
address postage prepaid, upon receipt of $1.00, The | 
hook has the strongest endorsement of some of the 
best minds in England and inthis country. Ithas high 
prem e ‘om Christians of all denominations. Address, 

W. W. WILLIAMS, Publisher, Cleveland, Ohio. 


BOOKS FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. | 
Send for our list. GOODENO oY | 
& WOGLOM, & : A 


UC 
122 Nagsau St, N. 


information will be im- | 
parted by Mr. and Mrs. J. 8S. Ostrander | 


$5,500,300 loaned at 7 te PR per cent, | 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


The Greatest Value. 


We want to place “Spiritual Songs for the 
Sunday School,” by Rev. Dr. Chas. 8. Robin- 
son, within the reach of every school in this 

| country. With this in mind, we have reduced 
the prices about 25 per cent., so that any one 
ean now purchase 


100 S.S. Music-books for $17.00. 


20 copies, hymn and tune book, boards 

sx) ‘ hymn edition, boards, 
| The fulleloth (red, with red edges) hymn and 
| tune book has been reduced from 40 to 30 cents; 
the board edition (the prettiest and strongest 
board book in the market) from 30 to 25 cents; 
the hymn edition, boards, from 20 to 15 cents. 

This only refers to the prices; if you want to 

| read testimonials from hundreds of superintend- 
| ents, send for the pamphlet containing them. 
| The les ding papers of every Protestant denomi- 
| nation commend this book in the very highest 
terms. 


THe Century Co., 33 EAST 17TH Sr. N. Y. 


THE FAVORITE ir 


Sunday-School OYFUL 
SINGING BOOK LAYS 


THIS SEASON. 


Price, 830.00 per 100 Copies, in Board Covers. 
Specimen pages sent free on request. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 
76 East Ninth Street, | 81 Randolph Street, 
NEW YORK, CHICAGO. 


A CHEAP HYMN-BOOK FOR THE MILLION. 


‘CORONATION SONGS, 


By Rev. Dr. C. F. Deews and THEODORE hhedtat 


A fine se shite of the best material, new and old, 
adapted to 


Praise Meetings, Camp Meetings, 
Sunday-Schools, Family Devotion, 
Sabbath Worship. 

128 pages, boards, postpaid, 15 cents; per hundred, $12. 





A. S. BARNES & CO., Publishers, 
_ itt and 1 A3 William Street, New vy York. — 


BAND UNIFO 











Send for our 
Beautifully Illustrated Catalogue of Bano 
| axnD Daum Corps Univorms, 30 colored 







fashion plates. illustrations and prices 
of Hats, Helmets, Caps, Pouches, Belts, 
Drum Major Outfits, Pompens, Plumes. 
Epaulettes, Shoulder Knots, Gold Cord and 
Laces, Buttons, Ornaments, ne a —— 
jsion Flags and Banners, Ca) 


Mailed free, LYON & HEALY, « Chicago 





comprising “ Songs of Redeeming 
The QUARTET Love” and three other hymn-books 
by the same authors, one vol., music, 85 cents, hymns, 
only $20 per 100. J.J. HOOD. ‘ois Arch St. ° Phila. #4 Pa. 


The John Church Co “Music Publishers, Cincin- 


nati, oO. Send for Catalogue, 


Seven Great Monarchies 


THE SEVEN GREAT MONARCHIES 
ofthe Ancient Eastern World; Chaldea; Assyria; 
Babylon; Media; Persia; Parthia ; and the New 
Persian Empire. By GEoRGE RAWLINSON, M.A. 
In three large l2mo volumes, of over 2,000 pages, 
large type, leaded. With all the notes and a 
zreatly improved index, also with the profuse fine 
llustrations (over 700) and maps of the English 
edition. Price, per set, in fine cloth, gilt tops, 
reduced frou $ $is to 3.00. Postage, 42 cents. 


“The books, as books, are EXCELLENT. Paper, 
type, presswork, illustrations, and binding are all 
good, and the price extraordinarily low.”— Literary 
World, Boston. 

“ These books are a MARVEL of CHEAPNESS and 
excellence. We Know of no other work of similar 

value and extent that is sold in this or any other mar- 
ke t for anything like so low a price.”—Ewaminer, N.Y. 
A MASTERPIECE of history. The reader almost 

a Is that the author has walked hand in hand with 

the heroes of almost prehistoric periods, so familiar is 
| he with the facts of olden times, When he describes 














an Assyrian sunset, or a Chaldean home, the reader is 
led to forget the long centuries that separate these 
scenes from modern times, The deepest antiquity is 
imbued with the freshness of a bright and livin 
present, full of realities, shrouded in the gloom o of 
defeat, or made radiant with the glories of some 
Babylonian kin Remoteness of the times treated or 
has hot obscured the author's work, but has invested 
ft with the elements of romance. Whfen he brings the 
bloom of health to the cheeks of those who perished 
2,400 years before Christ, and analyzes character, de- 
scribes cities, pictures battles, and sanctions all with 
the matchless accuracy of a vast erudition, his book 
leaves a telling impression on the mind. ‘is reserve 
knowledge is wonderful, and substantiates the main 
narrative in excellent annotations and accurate refer- 
ences to original sources of information, It is the 
cw bistorical work of the times,”’— Tivnes, Kansas 
City, s 

“It abounds in ARTISTIC and SCHOLARLY de- 
tails. It contains the studies of a learned lifetime, 
and the faithful student will rise from its perusal 
with a mind enriched by a more vivid knowledge of 
that ancient world whose mysteries the race of 


scholars has been endeavoring to elucidate.” — Mail, 
Toronto. 


THE PENN PUBLISHING CO., 


] 802 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


PARKER'S PEOPLE'S BIBLE, 


| COMPLETE IN 25 VOLS. 


Only authorized edition. Special terms on applica- 
tion. Send for Prospectus, 


FUNK & ~ ~AGNALIA, 
10-1 2 Dey Street, New York. 





"Good Sunday-school Books. S?<c!#! Prices. 
logues, PERKINPINE & HIGGINS, 914 Arch St. Phila 


D. L. mooDy’s BOOKS. Agests wanted. 


F. H. Revell, Publisher. Chicago. 


$'S BIBL Es, GERM AN OR ENGLISH, %&. 
. L, MOORE, 15S. 8th Sireet, Philadelphia, Pa, 











Concert Exercises. 


| 
| 
The following Scriptural Concert Exercises, 
haying first appeared in The Sunday School | 
Times, have been printed in pamphlet form, | 
for the convenience of schools which may de- | 
sire to use them: 


THANKSGIVING AND THANKSLIVING. | 
HEAVEN: OUR FATHER’S HOUSE. 
A THANKSGIVING SERVICE. } 
THE SACRIFICE OF PRAISE. 

SEEDTIME AND HARVEST. | 
THE GLORIES OF THE CHRIST-CHILD. | 
CHRIST, ALL AND IN ALL. 
CHRISTMAS CONTRASTS. 

THE GIFT BY GRACE. 

THE GIFT OF GIFTS. 

THE WONDERFUL. 

THE WAY OF LIFE. 

THE PROMISE OF THE RESURRECTION. 
THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION, 
THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE, 
“AN EASTER SERVICE.” 

VICTORY OVER DEATH. 

THE RESURRECTION. 

BIBLE WORDS ABOUT SINGING. 

WHY AMI NOT A CHRISTIAN? 

THE NAMES OF OUR LORD. 

A PATRIOTIC SERVICE. 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE. 

BIBLE SACRIFICES. 

THE BEATITUDES. 

CONSECRATION. 

THE CREATION, 

TEMPERANCE, 

GOD’S GIFTS. 

PRAISE GOD. 

PRAYER. 

FAITH. 

TRUST. 

Price of each, $2.00 per 100 copies. No 
extra charge for postage. Less than 100 copies 
at same rate. Samples,5 cents each. Address, 

JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., iam: Pa. 














Works of Flavius Josephus. 


Comprising the Antiquities of the Jews, a 
history of the Jewish wars, and a life of Josephus, 
written by himself; also dissertations concerning 
Jesus Christ, John the Baptist, James the Just, 
God's Command to Abraham, etc. Translated by | 
William Whiston, together with numerous ex 
planatory notes, a complete index, etc. In one 
large octavo volume, 880 double-column pages. 
Price, in cloth, $1.40. Postage 2c. extra. 

The Works of Flavius Josephus, translated by W his- 
ton, is a title familiar lo every one. As a book of | 
highest historical value, of surpassing interest, a com- 

anion and interpreter of the books of the Bible, it 

10lds « place in literature such as no work of modern | 
origin can assume to reach. ‘This is much the best | 
edition in the market, and cheaper than the very 
cheapest. | 

“The books came safely, and I am not only sur- | 
prised, but also delighted with them. 
explained how it was you could issue them so cheaply, 
and still make a profit, I should think you had starte d 
out as a benefactor to mankind, and were almost giv- 
ing them away ,and losing money all the time.’’—Mrs, | 
G. H. AIKEN, Jacksonville, Oregon, 


THE PENN PUBLISHING CO., 
802 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


LORAL TRACT 


For general distribution, each one having 
a bright picture in color on the first page, 
with blank space on last for notices, etc, 
120 pages in each pack, assorted, 
SOLD ONLY IN PACKETS. 
Two packs 4 page, two packs 8 page tracts, 
Price, 20 cents each; postage, 2 cents, 


American Tract Society, 


150 Nassau St., New York; 52 Bromfield St., 
Boston; 1512 Chestnut St., Philadeiphia: 
6 State St., Rochester; 153 Wabash Ave., 

cago. 


| 





Geikie’s Life aul Words of Christ 


Life and Words of Christ, By Cunningham 
Geikie, D.D. New and cheaper edition, the hand- 
somest yet issued at a low price. One volume, 
16mo, 838 pages, Brevier type. Cloth, 50 cents. 
Sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt of 60 cents. 


“A great and noble work, rich in information, elo- 
quent aud scholarly “4 style, earnestly devout in ‘teel- 
ing.”’—Literary World, 

“ A work of gigantic industry, and, what is the chief 
point, it breathes the spirit of true faith in Christ. I 
rejoice at such a magnificent creation, and wonder at 
the extent of reading it shows.”—Dr,. DeLirzscu. | 

“ Asa picture of the civ ilization of Christ's time and 
country, Dr. Geikie’s book is admirable. His archaic 
know ledge is not the product of aspecial cramming 
for this book. It is digested knowledge; it appears 
lessin learned foot-notes than in the coloring of the 
entire narrative. What Conybeare and Howson have 
done for the life of St. Paul, Dr. Geikie has done for the 
life of St. Paul’s Lord. The learning is not less full 
nor less luminous; while in some respects it is more 
thoroughly harmonized with and incorporated into 
the life itself.” — Harper's Magazine. 


THE PENN PUBLISHING CO., 
802 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 





” Bend for Sample Copy Pilgritn Teacher Lesson Notes 
by M. Cc, Hazard. Cong. S. 8. & Pub. Soc’y, Boston. 


SEND TO JOHN w. 
Broadway, 


PRITCHARD, 252 
. Y., and get a handsome journal free, 
“BIOG RAPHICAL Magazine. 25 Portraits each 
month, Three months’ trial, 1l0c. 92 White St., N.Y, 
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(Vol. XXVIL,, No. 30. 


A DICTIONARY 


OF THE 


BIBLE, 


COMPRISING ITS ANTIQUITIES, BIOGRAPHY, 
GEOGRAPHY, AND NATURAL HISTORY, 


With Numerous Illustrations Engraved Expressly 
for this Work. 


EDITED BY 


WILLIAM SMITH, LL.D., 


| Classical Examiner of the University of London 


There arethree books which ought be found inevery 
househola—the Bible, - English Dictionary yand 
a BLBLE DICTLONARY. The necessity of the 
first two is universally admitted; and a moment’s con- 
sideration will show the almost equal importance or 
the third. Bible Dictionaries of a certain grade or 
excellence have not been wholly unknown to the Bible 
readers of our country. though by no means so widely 
circulated as desirable; but it is also true that all such 
books — pre »viously to the recent very great 
advances in Biblical Science and research are, and 
must be, oaks dingly incomplete, The desire, there- 

fore, for a comprehensive and accurate work of this 
kind, embodying the results of the most recent research 
and of the ripest Biblical scholarship, has of late been 
deeply felt, and frequently expressed, by the inretli- 
gent Bible readers of our country, and especially have 
many Pastors and Sunday-sc hool teachers urged upon 
publishers the need of such a work. Such. most em 

phatically, both In compass and merit, is the work 
which the publishers now offer to the American public 
in a careful and trustworthy abridgment of 


Dt William Smith's Dictionary 


OF THE 


Antiquities, Biography, Geography and 
Natural History of the Bible. 


A book univ ersally eamitted, by those most competent 
to judge, to be THE sl of its kind IN THE 

ENGI LISH LANGU aa i. Its Kditor and assuciate 
sSabebamees (thirty-five in number) are well known 
as among the most eminent Biblical scholars of our 
time, in both Europe and America, and they have per- 
formed their work with a thoroughness which leaves 
little room for competition or criticism. 

‘This Dictionary, prepared under the direction and 
superintendence of DR, SMUTE himself, for wide 
and general use, contains a full and accurate account 
of every place and name mentioned in the Bible 
which can possible need explanation, of every ani- 
mal, plant, or mineral alluded to by the ‘Sacred 
Writers, and of every custem and article of use 
among Jewish nud conte rary nations, to 
which reference is made in th sible or Apocrypha, 
The most recent researches of Kobinson, Layard, 
Rawlinson, and many other explorers in Bible lands, 
here render their aid in determining questions hitherto 
unsettled, or in correcting the mistakes of previous 
investigators. It contains also a sufficiently complete 
history and analysis of each of the Books of the Bible, 
every article being entirely reliable, and many of them 
the results of the ripest and rarest scholarship, and 
embodying the substance of whole treatises upon their 
respective subjects. The simple explanations of this 
work, unlike the expositions of a Commentary, admit 
of no denominational or sectarian coloring, and it is, 
therefore, equally valuable to Bible readers of every 
diversity of belief, 

The publishers have spared no expense nor pains to 
make the mechanical execution and typography of 
the book equal to its rare merit in other respects. It 
contains over 1,¢ pages and 150 Singgunsions, 
all substantially bound in black cloth. 
this.a popular edition the price 175 












has been reduced from &5, andi = 
now sent, postpaid, to any par 
otthe United States or Canada for 
‘The same in sheep or library binding $2.25, 9 
30c. extra, In half Russia, $2.50. Postage, 30c. extra. 
4a Agents should write for special terms.-“@& 
THE PENN PUBLISHING CO., 
802 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


CHOICE LEAFLETS “22 


One each of — kinds, 25c. Sample & zen, 10¢ 
H. H. B. Angel 354 Fourth Ave., New York 


| 5Q Library Numbers. 


df . 
ee Wen totes touaeesr owe EO 


SBOCKIUSS33:. C3253" 
THE LIFE OF TRUST. 


Being a Narrative of the Lord’s Dealings 
with George Muller, written by himself, With an 
introduction by Dr. Francis Wayland. A new 
edition, including his visit to America, Price, 
cloth binding, reduced from $2.00 to 60 cents. 
Postage 10c. extra, 

George Muller is one of the most remarkable men 
ofthe century. Yhe work which he has accom plished 
is without its’ parallel in all past histury—it certainly 


| is worth the study of ail who aspire to a knowledge of 


the world’s torces, and the progress of mankind. 


| Galileo discovered that “ the world moves,” and New- 


ton the force that moves the world,—Muller hasin 


| Some sense found anew the very source of that which 


Newton discovered and whose working Galileo saw, 
His life aud work are wonderful evidences of the 
truths that moral force is, after all, the greatest, as 
well as the most mysterious in the universe, and that 
the power of faith is as real, while more potent, than 
any other in God’s creation. This‘ Life of Trust” hag 
thrilled, inspired, and moulded the lives of tens of 
thousands, and long will continue so to do 


ont ak PENN PUBLISHING Cvu., 
2 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
ars for S. S A. H. EILERS & CO., Pub- 


* lishers, St Louis, Mo. 


Order yours" ay-se hool Supplies, and save money. 
Wakp & DRUMMOND, 116 Nassau St., N. Y. 


7.) Y. | CROWELL & cO., Publishers, 13 Astor 


Place, New York. 





PRE B EST ‘SU NDAY-SC HOOL BOOKS, 
Send for HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO.’S List. 


GsE> FOR THEOLOGICAL CATALOGUE. 


B. GARN ER, 71@ Arch St. Philadelphia, Pa, 
Send Prorineonts ps : 


FOOD ADULTERATION. ‘iet.ecm's 


$° PLUSH AL BUMS SELLING #2 EACH. 
F. L. MOORE, 18. 8th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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STANDARD RELIGIOUS BOOKS. 





A DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE, 


“omprising its Antiquities, Biography, Geography, 
and Natural History, with numerous illustrations engraved 
expressly for this work. Edited by William Smith, LL.D., 
Classical Examiner of the University of London. The 
publishers have spared no expense nor pains to make the 
mechanical execution and typography of the book equal 
to its rare merit in other respects, It contains over 1,000 
pages and 150 illustrations, all substantially bound in 
black cloth. To make this a popular edition the price has 
been reduced from $5, and is now sent, postpaid, to any 
part of the United States or Canada for $1.75. 

There are three books which ought to be found in every household— 


the Bibie, an English Dictionary,anda Bible Dictionary, ‘The necessity | 


of the first two is universally admitted; and.a moment’s consideration 
will show the almost equal importance of the third. Bible Dictionaries 
of acertain grade of excellence have not been wholly unknown to the 
Bible readers of our country, though by no means so widely circulated 
as desirable; but iv is also true that al] such books prepared previously 
to the recent very great advances in Biblical Science and research are, 
and must be, exceedingiy incomplete. The desire, therefore, for a com- 
yrehensive and accurate work of this kind, embodying the results of 
the most recent research and of the ripest Biblical scholarship, has of 
late been deeply felt, and frequently expressed, by the intelligent Bible 
readers of our country, and especially have many pastors and Sunday- 
school teachers urged upon publishers the need of such a work. Such, 
most emphatically, both in compass and merit, is the work which the 
publishers now offer to the American pubiic in a careful and trust- 
worthy abridgment of Dr. William Smith’s Dictionary of the Antiqui- 
ties, Biography, Geography. and Natural History of the Bible, A book 
universally admitted, by those most competent to judge, to be the best of 
its kind in the English language. Its editor and associate contributors 
(thirty-five in number) are well known as among the most eminent 
Biblical scholars of our time,in both Europe and America, and they 
have performed their work with a thoroughness which leaves little 
room for competition or criticism, 

This Dictionary, prepared under the direction and superintendence of 
Dr. Smith himself, for wide and general use, contains a full and accurate 
account of every place and name mentioned in the Bible which can pos- 
sibly need explanation, of every animal, plant, or mineral alluded to by 
the Sacred Writers, and of every custom and article of use among Jew- 
ish and contemporary nations, to which reference is made in the Bible 
or Apocrypha. The most recent researches of Robinson, Layard, Raw- 
linson, and many other explorersin Bible lands, here render their aid 
in determining questions hitherto unsettled, or in correcting the mis- 

kes of previous investigators. It contains also a sufficiently complete 
history and analysis of each of the Books of the Bible, every article 
being entirely reliable, and many of them the results of ther pest and 
rarest scholarship, and embodying the substance of whole treatises upon 
their respective subjects. The simple explanations of this work, unlike 
the expositions of a Commentary, admit of no denominational or sec- 
tarian coloring, and it is, therefore, equally valuable to Bible readers of 
every diversity of belief, 





The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles. 


Teaching of the Twelve Apostles. From the manuscript 
recently discovered by the Metropolitan Bryennios in the 
Library of the Most Holy Sepulchre in Constantinople. 
Edited and translated, with Introduction and Notes, by 
J. Fitzgerald, M.A. The Greek text and the translation 
printed on opposite pages. In one handsome volume, fine 
cloth, red edges. Price, 25 cents. Sent post-paid on 
receipt of price. 

“By all odds the most important writing, exterior to the New Testa- 

— in possession of the Christian world.”—Zhe Independent, 


A volume which every earnest reader of the Holy Scriptures will 
rejoice to possess—indispensable to all clergymen and theological stu- 
dents. The handiest edition anywhere published, accurate in schol- 
arsbip, and typographically perfect. 


“A .ostimony of the lofty moral earnestness and triumphant faith 
which subdued a reluctant world and laid it prostrate at the foot of the 
cross,” —Bishop Lightfoot. 





THE LIFE OF TRUST. 


Being a Narrative of the Lord’s Deaiings with George 
MULLER, written by himself. With an introduction by 
Dr. Francis Wayland. A new edition, including his visit 
to America. Price, cloth binding, reduced from $2.00 to 
60 cents. Postage 10c. extra. 


George Muller is one of the most remarkable men of the century. 
The work which he has accomplished is without its parallel in all past 
history—it certainly is worth the study of all who aspire to a knowledge 
of the world’s forces, and the prcurses of mankind, Galileo discovered 
that ** the world moves,” and Newton the force that moves the world,— 
Muller has in some sense found anew the very source of that which 
Newton discovered and whose working Galleosaw. His life and work 
are wonderful evidences of the truths that moral force is, after all, the 
greatest, as well as the most mysteriousin the universe, and that the 
power of faith is as real, while more potent, than any other in God's 
creation. This‘ Life of Trust”’ has thrilled, inspired, and moulded the 
lives of tens of thousands, and long will continue so to do. 





WORKS OF JOHN BUNYAN. 


Containing the Pilgrim’s Progress, The Holy War, 
Grace Abounding, The Jerusalem Sinner Saved, The Saint’s 
Privilege, The Water of Life, and the Barren Fig-Tree. 
With a life of Bunyan by Rev. Dr. Cheever, and an Essay 
by James Montgomery. Illustrated with 100 engravings 
on wood, and asteel portrait. Large quarto, Pica type, 
840 pages. Cloth, $1.50. Postage 30c. extra. 

Nearly every household in the Protestant world has, in some form, 
the immortal! Pilgrim's Progress; not one in a hundred possesses any 
other of Bunyan’s works, though probably any of them would be reck- 


oned without its owe in Christian literature, were the former not in 


existence. in this form, at a price beyond precedent, it ought to find its 
way into thousands of homes, 





THE SCRIPTURES TRUE. 


Historical Evidences of the Truth of the Scriptures, 
with special reference to the doubts and discoveries of 
modern times, By George Rawlinson, author of “Seven 
Great Monarchies of the Ancient Eastern World,” etc. 
New edition, with the notes translated by A. N. Arnold. 
Price reduced from $1.75 toS0.cents. Postage 10c. extra. 


“We re ber the int interest with which we read these lectures 
at the nning of our ministerial course. The historical principles 
which linson lays down and applies, and the wealth of facts which 
he subsidizes, in support of the divine word inst current 
assailants. We are, b tg to see this new edition of the lec- 

Presbyterian 





tures.” —F Journal, Philadelphia, Pa. 
“A book ——— value, and ally adapted to meet the objections 
of skeptics atthe present r. Rawlinson, from his accurate know!- 


edge of the literary monuments of antiquity, as well as the remarkable 
discoveries which have recently been made in the valleys of the 
Euphrates and the Nile, was ullarly qualified for his work, and he 
has brought his vast stores of knowledge to confirm the historical accu- 


racy of the Scriptures in a most convincing manner.”— Methodist Re- | 


corder, Pittsburgh, Pa. 





Geikie’s Life and Words of Christ. 


Life and Words of Christ. By Cunningham Geikie, 
D.D. New and cheaper edition, the handsomest yet issued 
at a low price. One volume, 16mo, 838 pages, Brevier 
type. Cloth, 50cents. Sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt 
of 60 cents. 


“A great and noble work, rich in information, eloquent and scholarly 
in style, earnestly devout in feeling.”’— Literary World, 

“ A work of gigantic industry, and, what is the chief point, it breathes 
the spirit of true faith in Christ. I rejoice at such a magnificent creation, 
and wonder at the extent of reading it shows.”—Dr. DeLirzscH, 

“Asa picture ofthecivilization ofChrist’s time and country, Dr. Geikie’s 
book is admirable. His archaic knowledge is not the product of aspecial 
cramming for this book. I knowledge; it appears less in 
learned foot-notes than in the coloring of the entire narrative. What 
Conybeare and Howson have done for the life of St. Paul, Dr. Geikie has 
done for the life of St. Paul’s Lord. The —™ not less full nor less 
luminous; while in some respects it is more thoroughly harmonized 
with and incorporated into the life itself.”— Harper's Magazine. 





SMITH’S BIBLE DICTIONARY. 


New Acme Edition, 470 double-column pages, Agate 
type. Cloth, price 50 cents. Postage 6c. extra. 


This is an unabridged poprimtot the edition formerly sold at $3.00. The 
type is clear and beautiful, and for daily use it is believed to be the best 
edition published, Dr. Smith isso well known as peerless in this special 
field—the datest and highest known authority, that any special words 
descriptive of the work are unnecessary. 





EARLY DAYS OF CHRISTIANITY. 


By Canon F. W. Farrar. Large 12mo, large type, the 
best edition published, containing the author’s notes, and 


index complete, Cloth, 65 cents. Sent by mail, post- | 


paid, on receipt of $0 cents. 


“Tt is hard to imagine what more the advocates of the popularization 
of standard literature can desire than Canon Farrar’s book in so portable 
a form and at so cheap a price.”~—Zhe Worid, New York, 


“ A work of such admirable spirit and scholarship as to need no coin- 
mendation.”— The Times, Philadelphia, Pa. 





SEEKERS AFTER GOD. 


By Canon F. W. Farrar, author of “The Early Days 
of Christianity,” ete. Large 12mo, Long Primer type, 
leaded, 306 pages. Cloth, 35 cents. Sent, post-paid, on 
receipt of 40 cents. 

This work is one of the most interesting to be found in religious litera- 


ture, by an author of the foremost rank, in accuracy and profundity of 
aspelorshin. and grago and eloquence of language. The following are 
r 


selections from its tabie of contents: 
Family of Seneca. Bestnpiages the End. 
Education of Seneca, Death of Seneca. 
Roman Society, Seneca and St. Paul. 
Rome under Tiberius, Resembiances to Scripture. 
Reign of Caius. Life of Epictetus. 


Reign of Claudius, 

Banishment of Seneca. 

Seneca in Exile. 

Seneca’s pnenonhy Gives Way. 
Seneca’s Recall from Exile, 
Agrippina, Mother of Nero, 
Nero and his Tutor 


D us. 
Education of cus Aurelius. 
Life and Thoughts, 

“ Meditations. 





HISTORY OF THE REFORMATION. 


ILLUSTRATED EDITION. 
By D’Aubigne. In one large quarto volume, Long 


Primer type, 751 pages, illustrated with about 200 engravings | 


on wood. Cloth, $1.50. Postage, 30c. extra, 


Chambery Cretepetia says: “It is written withthe utmost vivacity, 
and is sometimes eloquent, Its popularity has been immense.” 


Probably no other modern samaione historical work ever attained 
equal celebrity, or is more deservedly dear to the Protestant world, It 
fairly demands a place in every Christian home. and is now, in this 
excellent and attractive form, with profuse illustrations, easily within 


‘ the reach of every home, 


HISTORY OF ALL RELIGIONS. 


Containing a Statement of the Origin, Development, 
Doctrines, form of worship, and government of all the 
Religious denominations of the world. By Samuel 
Schmucker, LL.D. Large 12mo, 350 pages, Small Pica 
type, with many illustrations, Extra cloth. 
from $2.00 to 50 cents. Postage 8c. extra. 

This embraces a concise, clear, and entertaining sketch of nearly one 
hundred and fifty of the princi religious denominations of the world, 
and gives the general reader all the information he is likely to seek con- 


cerning them. Such a work is highly important toall who would be 
well informed in what is most vital to the interests or humanity, 


Price reduced 








THE HERMITS. 


By the Rev. Charles Kingsley, author of “ Hypatia,” 
“Westward, Ho,” ete. Large 12mo, Small Pica type, 
leaded, 340 pages. Cloth, 35 cents. Sent postpaid on 

receipt of 50 cents. 


Charles Kingsley is so well known asa writer, interesting, conscien- 
tious, and scholarly, that it is unnecessary to more than indicate the 
general character of this work, a mixture of biography, history, myth, 
and eloquent Christian discourse, The following are principal subjec*s 
ofthe various chapters: 


Introduction, St. Antony. 

St. Paul, the First Hermit, Sayings of Antony, 
Hilarion, Arsenius, 

The Hermits of Asia. Basi 


Simeon Stylites. 


The Hermits of Europe. 
St. Severinus. 


The Celtic Hermits 


St. Malo. 8t. Columba, 
St. Guthiac, St. Godric of Finchala. 
Anchorites, 





WORKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS, 


Comprising the Antiquities of the Jews, a History ot 
the Jewish wars, and a life of Josephus, written by him- 
self; also dissertations concerning Jesus Christ, John the 
Baptist, James the Just, God’s Command to Abraham, ete. 
Translated by William Whiston, together with numerous 
explanatory notes, a complete index, ete. 
octavo volume, 880 double-column pages. 
$1.40. Postage 25c. extra. 


The Works of Flavius Josephus, ‘translated by Whiston, fs a title 
familiar to evéry one. Asa book of highest historical value, of surpass- 
ing interest, a companion and interpreter of the books of the Bible, it 
holds a place in literature such as no work of modern origin can assume 
toreach, This is much the best edition in the market, and cheaper than 
the very Cheapest. 


“The books came safely, and [ am not only surprised, but also 
delighted with them, If you had not explained how it was you could 
issue them so anes and still makea profit, I should think you had 
started out as a benefactor to mankind, and were almost giving them 
away, and losing money all the time.”—Mrs, GU. H. AlkuN, Jacksou- 
ville, Oregon, 


In one large 
Price, in cloth, 





CRUDEN’S COMPLETE CONCORDANCE 


To the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, 
or a Dictionary and Alphabetical index to the Bible, by 
which any verse in the Bible may be readily found by 
looking for any material word in the verse, A new edi- 
tion, thoroughly revised, nearly 900 pages, printed on fine 
paper and substantially bound. Royal 8vo,cloth, Sent to 
any part of the United States, postpaid, on receipt of $1.75. 


This is the genuine and entire edition of Cruden’s great work. Next 
to Dr. Young’s more recent work, mentioned above, Cruden’s is the 
best. One of these should be possessed by every English-speaking 
Protestant family in the world, 





THE NEW TESTAMENT. 


The King James Version of A. D. 1611, and The 
Revised Version of A. D. 1881. Arranged on opposite 
pages. Cloth, 25 cents; cloth, red edges, 35 cents. 
Postage 12c, extra. 


The type is clear and good, No one need be without a Revised Testa 
ment when prices are brought so low. 





Legends of the Patriarchs and Prophets. 


By 8S. Baring-Gould. Large 12mo, 380 pages, Long, 
Primer type. Cloth, 40 cents. Sent post-paid on receipt 
of 50 cents. 


An incredible number of legends exist cted with the personages 
whose history is given in the Old Testament. This handsome volume 
is a collection of those most interesting and important, gleaned from 
Musselmen and Jewish sources. It is a work of most unique literary 
interest, 








LIFE OF ST. PAUL. 


Life and Epistles of St. Paul, By Conybeare and 
Howson, Large 12mo, bourgeois type, 764 pages. Cloth 
70.cents. Postage 12c. extra, 


Few volumes of Religious Literature have ever proved more popular 
It has sold in this country by the hundred thousand at the price of $3.04 
and upwards. This edition is unabridged, handsome, large type, and 
always satisfactory to buyers. 








THE Penn Pus.isHinc Company, 
802 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 





TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. Published weekly 
atthe following rates, which inclade postage. 
From | to 4 copies, one piensa covbcovecetocccsoscusiiiocs ar 

os f to 9 copies... vovvcceees 3.4 

“ wwils copies... 
20 copies or ove r. ‘ 

Three or six months at the same proportionate rate, 
To the person forming aclub of either grade, at these 
regular rates. one additional copy free 

The papers for a club will be sent efther to the Indl- 
vidual addresses of the members, or in a package to 
one address, according to the preference of subscrib- 
ers The papers for a club should all go to one post- 
office, although in cases where a portion © the 
teachers of a school get their mail matter from one 
| een €, and others in the same school get theirs 
rom another, the papers will be sent sqvordinany. | 
Different schools are not to unite in the formin A 
club, but each school should have its own club. 
whatever price the number of copies taken entities it. 

Additions may be made at — time to a club—such 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as originally ordered, each subscriber 
paying pro rata for the time that he is to receive the 
paper 

The papers for a club, whether gotng Ina oo eto 
one address, or sent separately to the membe the 
club, will be discontinued at the expiration of the sub- 
scription 






The yellow label on each paper sent to single (not club) | 


subscribers shows up to what dats the pee has been | 
paid for If the publisher does not by that date recewe 
a request from the subscriber that the paper be discon- 
tinued, he will continue to send tt. Fre paper will, 


however, be stopped at any time thereafter, ¥ the sub- | 


scriher so desires, and vemitsa the amount due for the | 
The papers for a club will | 


time that he has received it, 
be stopped at once on the expiration of the club subscrip- 
tion. unless a renewal for the same is received, 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion ofa 
year at yearly rates. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. A1|) addresses should include 
both county and state 

ifaclub subscription is renewed by some other per- 
80n than the one who sent the previous subscription, 
such person will oblige the publisher by stating that 
the club he subscribes for takes the — of the one 
formed last year by 


FOR THE SMALLER SCHOOLS.— —By a “new plan, 
the smaller schools, which, on account of having but 
few teachers, cannot form large clubs, have the ne 
fit of the very lowest rate. It provides that when 
the entire force of teachers in any scbool is less than 
twenty, the club rate to such school shall be $1.00 per 
copy. On condition that the order for the papers be 
accompanied bya statement that the number of copies 
ordered in the Club is not less than the full number of 
teachers in the school. This does not mean that every 
teacher must actually be a subscriber, but that the 
number of copies ordered must not be less than the 
fulluumber of teachers, Persons who are not teach- 
ers, may be asked to join the club, in order to secure 
the required number Any number of copies in excess 
of the required number, may be subseribed for at the 
same rate Trachers belonging to the same househoid 
may be counted as ON in making such a statement of 
the mumber of teachers in a school. For example: It 
there 
belong to one household, and three to another, the 
club subscription need not be for more than wry 
copies in order to secure the low rate. 

Anextracopy cannot be given to one who forms a 
club ou this play “for the smaller schools.” 

Enough copies of any one asstie of the paper, to enable 
all the teachers of a school to examine it, will be sent | 
free upon apviication 

Ifa more tuorough oxomainetion of the paper is de- 
sired than can be had throw receiving specimen | 
copies of .—— issue, the pu flishor will send (in a 
package to one address) any number of copies each 
week, for four weeks only, at the rate of eight cents | 
per copy Ten copies, for ‘instance, would thus cost 
eighty cents for four weeks 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 27 Paternoster Row 


London, FE. C., will send ‘The American Sunda School | 
Times, post free, for a year, to any address in Great | 


Britain, for ten shillings prepaid. ‘The paper will be 
sold by all the principal newsdealers, price twopence, 


JOHN D, WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


_P. O. Box 1550. 
Ww. ‘B. CLAR K, 


SAFE INVESTMENTS. Minneapolis, Minn, 


il A MARVEL in Life Insurance! 
Df, $3.00 security to each $1.00 liability. 
wel; 50 per cent. saved in cost, 















mu ar. worn acl ip 
5, members. ~~ yearly. 
10,000,000 i fe 

eapaeies or insurance, ae Noy W 


hk a, G, FOUSE, Presiden 
ON LARGE LOANS. -@a 
Yo peg SMALL LOANS 
12 O Fist moRTGAGE 8 % 





m FARMS in oni. and 
INDIANA. Worth 


two Dintes ae aot - 
000 bushels of Wheat and Corn, A rich ts 


did R. R. facilities and 
Sa Tmyprvements making First-class pone 
ex waste be noe, ange | a enaney OY Ove 1 pre 


asa. Stent F Srokinsom’ GO Ricks Richmond, Ind: 


PER CENT. INTEREST 
FIRST MORTGAGE 


FARM LOANS! 


Personal acquaintance with lands and values. Over 
re loans made, NO CUSTOMER has ever 
LOST A DOLLAR of principal or interest on 
any loans made here’ Interest collected and sent to 
you, free of cost, each year, These loans ore very safe, 
and pay nearly three am knewn 
times as much w U. S. BONDS. and recem- 
mended by leading business men and clergymen, 





East and West~men for whom I have been making | 


these investnents for TEN YEARS PAST. 
aa” REFERENCES, .©9 
Rev. WM. L. GAGE, D. Pe Hartford, Ct. 


M. EK. GATES, PH. D., * President Rutgers Col- 
lege, New Brunswic k, 

Dr WM. J. MIL NE, Presk lent Geneseo Normal 
School, Geneseo, N. 

Hion. E. M. TOPLIFF, Manchester, N. H, 


Rev JOHN W. RAY, Lake City Nina. 

Da. JOHN K. BUCKLYN, Mystic Bridge, Ct. 

importers’ and Traders’ National Bank, New York. 

First National Bank, St. Paul, Minn. 

The Coagregationatist, Boston, N. Y. Observer, and hun- 
dreds of others in all arts of the United States, 

All are pleased with my investments, Cir- 
cular, references, letters giving experience and testi- 
mony of old customers, anda New Map ef Dakota 
sent ree on application, Mention this paper. Address 


E. P. GATES, 


‘res, Merchant's Bank, Grand Forks, Dakota. 


are seven teachers in a school, two of whom | 


are uncqualled FOR e. 


Used by the Chief Mechanician of 
the U. S. Coast Survey the g 
miral Commanding” in . e U.S 
Naval Observatory, for Astronomi- 
cal work; and by ‘Loaeaies Engi- 
neers, , Conductors and Railway men. 













# WATCHES 


ST ores “wo as THE 
) for all uses in At. j 
L? rE ine and durability are re- 
quisites. Sold in principal cities 
and towns by the COMPANY’S 
Exclusive Agents (leading jewel- 
ers). who give a FULL warranty 








| the most nutritious and finest flavored. 


JOHNSTON’S FLUID BEEF. 


The most popular preparation of the kind in‘the market, and without doubt 


For the sick and well alike, it is the best 


of diet, and for nursing mothers and summer complaint in children, it is notably 


Consult Bi physician about it. 
LLIAM M. SHOEMAKER, Propriet 


ROBERT SHOEMAKER & CO., Agents, "Philadelphia, Pa. 





THE UNION TRUST CO., 


G11 and 613 Chestnut Street. 


valuable. 
ACTUAL COST. 





The cost of $10,000 Insurance In the NEW ENG- 
LAND MUTUAL LIFE, age 30, 20-year endowment, 
at the tenth payment will be by endorsement exactly 
three dollars and twenty cents. An ANNUAL DIS- 
TRIBUTION OF SURPLUS will be made which 
will very materially increase the value of the invest- 
ment. 

Office in Philadelphia, 

133 SOUTH FOURTH Street. 


% N ETE= TO TO INVESTORS, 
| xpmeccured Dore 
ac Noses a esate 
ba yes vere Ee: in this city @First-class 
r or circular. 


. tion this paper. 
S.H.BAKER, cous Ag’t., Minneapolis, Mina 


| 











Per cent. Conservative Investments in First 
Mortgage Farm Loans in Minnesota and Da- 
kota. Or 7 percent. with principal and os 
eatatees. at option of m 
shed five years. Paid-up cash cap’ ital, #000 
Over $000,000 Idaried without a single toss. nds 
and warrants for sale. Send for circular. 
DAKOTA INVESTM "COMPANY, 
Incorporated, Grand Forks, Dakota. 
ferences; Col. R. N, ‘Batchelder, v. 8. A., Wash- 
ington, D. C. ; Joseph B. Clark, Manchester, N. H. 
Loan ‘and Trust vings Bank, Concord, N. H. 
Cashier First National Bank of Montpelier, Vt.; Rev, 


W Mz. Blackburn, D.D; Rev. H. G. Mendenhall, 
| Grand ene 


te INVESTORS “= 


Should confer with the 


“WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE CO., 


Lawrence Kansas. First Mortgage Real Es- 
tate Loans paid in New York. A lute Satis- 
| faction GUARANTEE ED. For reliability, consult 
| ‘Third Nat. Bank, ng | or Nat. ak, Lawrence, 
Kan, Security inrge. Interest promptly paid. 

| Send tor c pamphlet with testimonials, —~ le forms,etc, 
kins, Pres.) N. F. Hart, { L. erkins, See’y. 

i ” w afee. vw. Pres. j Auditor. tc. W. Gillett. Treas, 


ns 'SosKNITT! 


D 505 Cheatnut St. Phila, Pa 

197 E. Madixnen &t.Chleage 

TR, “Automatic”’Sewing Machine. Best in the world. 
Willcox & GibbsS. M. Co., 658 Broad way, New York 


FeRRIS “GooD SENSE” Corset Waists 
perfectly. Sold by first-class retail stores, 


OUTFIT of 23 designs, 60 cents 
STAMPING Sirereceaey renee: 
38 W. 14th Street, New York. 
H EAD U ARTERS FOR LADIES’ hy ay! 
WORK. Special Offer! 
We will send you our Ladies’ Book of Fancy Work 
(Price, 5c.) for three 2-c. stamps. A ere Tidy, Im 























ten 2-c. stamps. Jd. 


WARREN 


F,. INGALLS, Lyon, Mass. 











tale by the wholesale and retail trade. 
THE WARREN FEATHERBONE CO., Three Oake, Mich. 


The best elastic bone tn the world for dress-making purposes. For 
Samples free. 








EWING SILK, BLACK OR AS- 
SORTED 25 CTS. PER OUNCE. 


EUREKA SILK CO., Phila., Pa. 
BUSINESS MEN WEAR 


those admirable 





Fon! MeN AND Bovs. 
wear the Cuffs. 
Rubell, Angelo, Raphael, turndowns, and Murillo, stand-up, 
Several webs of Fine Muslin, starched together, and poi- 
ished on both sides, form the new FABRIC. 

TEN collars, or five pairs of cuffs, sold at stores for 25 cents, 
or sent by mail from factory, if not found on sale. Trial collar 
and pair of cuffs (say what size) post-paid for SIX cents. 

Two GOLD Medals awarded at M.C.M.A. Fair, Boston, 188x. 

Circulars free. Jobbers in principal cities supply Retailers. 
Samples free to tne trade, Mention where you saw this adv't. 

REVERSIBLE COLLAR OCO., Factory, Cambridge, Mass. 











ported Silk to work % and Jilustrated Price List for , 


Ask Your Grocer ETOH, BOBBINS: | | 


A physician in a Southern city writes that he had 
tried some of the foods highly praised in the medical 
better for his own infant, and, though some were 

tter than others, none were right in their action 

in the bowels. The little one pined, 
b most despaired of its life. 
tried, and the littie one at once improved, and perfect 
action of the ‘bowels resulted. 


‘rie MILK FOOD 
SWISS 
For Children PAST Teething. 
Write us for testimonials of the medi- 
eal profession regarding it. 
ANGLO-SWISS CONDENSED MILK CO, 
P. O. Box 3773, New-York. 


~ SEND _f£,FLUID 
FOR BEEF 
SAMPLE EXTRACT. 


Frick & Co., 13 Cedar Street, New York. 


and they had 




















’ IMPROVED ROOT BEER. 
iR ages, De. Makes 5 gallons of a 
Suen sparkling and wholesome 


beverage. Sold by all druggists, or sent by mail on 
receipt of 2c. C. E. HIRES. 48 N. Del. Ave.. Phila.,Pa. 


CAND Youcts® dita, pa??* 


general ics, 
AMERICAN MAN'F'G | 60. 


P.O. Box 22. WAYNESBORO, 


W.H. HARRISON &BRO 

















Send for Dlustrated ogue 
1435 CHESTNUT ST., Philadeiphia 








HENLEY’S CHALLENGE ROLLER SKATE 
ACKNOWLEDGED BY EXPERTS AS THE 
Most complete 


scientific s 
and by Rink Men 
as the most dura- 
ble one in the 
market, Liberal 
terms to the trade 
For new 48-page 
Iustrated Catalogue, send 4c, stam to 
Ind, Me ution | this paper. 


. 3 Printing Press, 3-2" 


Card & label Press,$3. Larger sizes, $5 to 
75 Everything easy; 






| 





875. For old or young. 
printedd rections. Send 2stamps for cat- 
alogue of Presses, Type, Cartis, etc,, to 


i= 
WORKS OF JOHN BUNYAN. 


Centaining the Pilgrim’s Progress, The Holy 
War, Grace Abounding, The Jerusalem Sinner 
Saved, The Saint's Privilege, The Water of Life, 
and the Barren Fig-Tree. With alife of Bunyan 
by Rev. Dr. Cheever, and an Essay by James 
Montgomery. Illustrated with 100 engravings on 
wood, and a steel portrait. Large quarto, Pica 
type, $40 pages. Cloth, 81.50. Postage 30c. extra, 

Nearly every household in the Protestant world has, 
insome form, the immortal Pilgrim’s Progress; not 
one in a hundred possesses any other of Bunyan’s 
works, though probably any of them would be reck- 
oned without its equal in Christian literature, were 
the former notin existence. In this form, at a price 
beyond precedent, it ought to tind its way into thou- 
sands of homes. 


THE PENN PUBLISHING CO., 
802 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


USE A BINDER. 





| Subseribers wishing to keep their copies of 


The Sunday School 
and have them at 


Times in good condition, 
hand for reference, should 
| usea binder. We can send by mail, ‘postage 
| paid, a strong, plain binder for $1.00, or a 
oe Bo one, half leather, for $1.50. These 
| binders have been made expressly for The 
Sunday School Times, and are of the best 
manufacture. Lhe papers can be placed in 
the binder week by week, thus keeping the file 
complete. Address, 
JOHN D. WATTLES, PUBLISHER, 
725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





VAPORATING FRUIT 









when Ridge’ 3 Food was | 


WORTH REPEATING. 


a ee 


BEAUTY AND TIME. 


[Austin Dobson in The Century. ]} 


| The Rose in the garden slipped her bud, 


And she laughed in the 
blood, 

As she thought of the Gardener standing by 

“ He is old—so old! And he soon will die!” 


pride of her youthful 


| The full Rose waxed in the warm June air, 


And she spread, and spread, till her heart lay 
bare: 

And she laughed once more 
tread— . 

“Tle is older now. 


as she heard his 


He will soon be dead!” 

But the breeze of the morning blew, and found 

That the leaves of the blown “Rose strewed the 
ground ; 

And he eame at noon, that Gardener old, 

And he raked them softly under the mould, 


And I wove the thing to a random rhyme, 
For the Rose is Beauty, the Gardener Time. 





A NIGHT IN STONEHENGE. 
(The Ear! of Carnarvon in The National Review. | 


I well remember the circumstances and 
look of the night. For sever¢l weeks the 
weather had been wet; but the sky was 
now clear and star-lit, "and a light, cold 
breeze sighed through the clump of Scotch 
firs and across the ‘Gesolate mounds scat- 


| tered over the plain, as we made our way to 


the weird group of gigantic ruins, 

We stood by the altar stone—the scene, 
it may be, of many bloody rites—and took 
the bearings of the place with a pocket 
compass, having a clear view towards the 
north-east through the great portal with 


| the index stone in the centre of the open- 





ing; and, whilst impressed with all the 
solemnity and desolation of the scene, 
we watched for the rising of the sun. 
Strangely enough, a crow of more than 
normal size and of very prophetic aspect, 


perched on the index stone; and uttered ° 


three distinct and, I doubt not, encourag- 
ing caws, though unfortunately we had no 
Teiresias at hand to interpret their mean- 
ing. I remember well, whilst thus en- 
gaged in the contemplation of the pictu- 
resque scene, how much I was siruck by 
the singular.adaptation of the temple— 
supposing it to be pertect—to the prac- 
tice of mystical- or secret rites: Conceal- 
ment on the part of the priests was easy, 
as the only opening through which the 
shrine and the altar were visible was the 
great portal fronting the east, where the 
ground slopes gradually downward ; and 
whilst the crowd of uninitiated wor- 
shipers assembled on that broad slope might 
see the grim altar illuminated by a direct 
flood of light from the rising sun, all else 
to right and lett within the sacred enclo- 
sure would be in deep shadow. 

I well remember the keen anxiety with 
which we watched for the dawn, which 
was to determine whether the bright orb 
—worshiped by so many races in so many 
places—would, or would not, rise in accord- 
ance with the tradition, on this day of all 


| the year, exactly over the index stone. 


flection of the cor ning dawn, 


Atabout 4A.M., just before the expected 
time, all was favorable. The sky was 
clear; bright, fleecey clouds caught the re- 
and a rosy 


| streak of light played round the top of the 


| stone which we 


the factory. Kelsey & Co., Meriden, Conn. nestly. 


| 


were watching so ear- 
But even as we watched, there 
rose & heavy bank of leaden cloud and 
vapor, which darkened our hopes not Jess 
than the region of the sky over which it 
spread. It was the first observation of 
the kind that I had ever made, and I can 
well recall the disappointment and morti- 
fication with which I saw the grey film 
gradually obscuring that part of the heaven 
where Pheebus’s. glorious face should have 
been. Had I been older, I should proba- 
bly have accepted the reverse with greater 
equanimity; but fortune, kinder than my 
impatience ‘deserved, had no real disap- 
pointment in store for us; for almost as 
quickly as the clouds had arisen they 
rolled away, and the sun shone. out in all 
his brightness and in full and certain rela- 
tion to the index stone, exactly as we had 
hoped and expected. Tradition was veri- 
fied, and the object of our quest fulfilled. 
Since then others have, [I believe, 
watched during the summer solstice in 
the same place and with similar results. 
I, too, have often witnessed the sun rise 


upon many strange and historical scenes, 
and amid many ruins of ancient and mem- 
orable story; but never have I seen the 
dawn break upon a ghostlier or more ven- 
erable pile, and neve: have I watched for 
it with greater interest or hailed its com- 
ing with greater pleasure. 
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Send Your Names 


SUPTS. and Addresses fora 


, cent, . Jacobs, E. Pa Porter, Philip Gill Rev. J. A.W 
ENDORSED BY bone yg : Rev. B. M. Gandier,” Rev. John 











or tHe COLORED DESICNS, 


The best Internationa! Lesson Ililustra- 


FREE-SAMPLE teens 


orden, Rev. H.L. Sughess ROV. LITHOCRAPH CO. 
. Hon. F. Fairbanks. PROVIDENCE, R. |. 















IMPROVED GHURGH CHAIRS ' 


With Noiseless “a 
Folding Seat, Arm and 
Foot Rest, Book and 

Umbrella Rack, 
PEWS,SETTEES, 
AND NEW METHOD OF , 

Sunday School 


SEATING. 
"Send for 
ustrated Catalogue. 


A. H. ANDREWS & CO. 


19 Bond St., New York. 195 Wabash Av., Chicago. 
815ArchSt., Philadelphia, 27 Franklin St., Boston. 



















McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY 


Manufacture those celebrated Bellis 
and Chimes for Churches, Tower 
Clocks, &c.. &c. and cata- 
logues sent free, ress 

H. McSuHanx & Co., Baltimore, Md, 





| than evidence or illustration. 














: Buckeye Bell Foundry. 


Bells ofpure Copperand Tin forChurches, 
Schools, Fire Alarms, Farms,etc. FULLY | 
WARRANTED. Catalogue sent 


VANDUZEN & TIFT, Cincinnati, 0. 


MAGIC LANTERNS and SLIDES for sale, | 
Alse Wanted. T. J. HARBACH, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Church Lamps, S224,0,catoxue., 4- 1. Weide- 


ner, 36 South Second St., Phila. 


Age the Test of Merit. 




















1844. 1885. 
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Prescribed by nie ee: In the vest fami- | 
lies of America for more t! years, 

NEW YorK, Oct. 24, 1844. 

I pod appreciate your EFFERVESCENT 
SELTZER APERIENT3 have found its use 
truly valuable in cases of Dyspe Heartburn, 
Headache, and Disordered Stomach. 

JAMES KENNEDY, M.D. 


CoLuMBus, GaA., Jan. 14, 1884, 
Have used and_ prescribed TAR RANTS 
SELTZER APERLENT for many _ years with 
most satisfactory results. JOHN A, CAMERON,M.D, 


HENOL SODEQUE. Invaluable remedy for 
Animal & Poultry Diseases. Hance fSros. & White. 


EST TRUSS EVER USED. Send for circular. 
N. ¥. Elastic Truss Co., 744 Broadway, N. Y. 


HOPE FOR THE CONSUMPTIVE i: using 
Wilbor’s Cod-Liver Oil and Lime. 
See advertisement 


SAVE YOUR next issue. 
THMICEN, SPRING VENICLES. 
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LUBURG W'P'G CO, 145 N. Oth 











ECONOMY in the GARDEN. The Best Seeds, 
Plants, Bulbs and ST oerry Lowest Prices 
NRY A, DREER,714 Chestnut St. Phils 


DURHAM SYSTEM (screw 
Joint): PUL 


ni): used at 
Hovusk DRAINAGE Co., 100 


SEED 
Catalogues Free, 





Pamphlet free. 
est 27th St., New York. 


CR ARETE W 
J. WATERHOUSE, 1817 Arch Street, Phitentehie. 


Horizontal Free 
The Blatchley xo" Market Secee Punsae, est 








YEND FOR CIRCULAR OF LAWN | : 
IO CHADBORN & CoLDWELL M’f’g Go. Newburshee 


F YOU WANT THE BEST KNIFE CHEAP, 








WRITE TO MAHER & GROSH, Toledo, 0, 





| POWELL'S HISTORIC CHART 


THE INTELLECTUAL LIFE, “Kine. sur Pnce 


| 
BY PHILIP GILBERT HAMERTON. | 


“A charming volume of wise and helpful reading for those who keenly appreciate what is gees rer . ; 
finest anal noblest in literature.””"—Central Baptist, 8t. Louis. A great help in studying the International 


Lessons for the last half of 1885 and the first 
‘ EXTRACT FROM PREFACE: quarter of 1886. Price brought down so low 


“Tle essence of the book may be expressed in a few sentences, the rest being little more | that all should avail themselves of it. 
First, it appears that all who are born with considerable intel- To Sunday-schools, $3.00 per 100; 50° cents 
lectual faculties are urged toward the intellectual life by irresistible instincts, as water-fowl are ie Gime’: i athe & clastic copy. tm thi 
urged to an aquatic life; but the lower animals have this advantage over man, that, as their | I ed Se single copy. In this 
purposes are simpler, so they attain them more comptetely than he does. The life of a wild | style, it ean be laid in the Bible. When wanted 
duck is im perfeet accordance with its instinets, but the life of an intellectual man is never on | to hang on the wall, it can be furnished eight 
all points perfectly in accordance with Ais instincts. Many of the best intellectual lives known | foot long by five feet wide for $5.00, mounted. 
to us have been hampered by vexatious impediments of the most various and complicated kinds; |. ei ol te ~ rf 
and when we come to have accurate and intimate knowledge of the lives led by our intellectual See testimonials below concerning this fa- 
contemporaries, we are always quite sure to find that each of them has some great thwarting | mous Chart. 
difficulty to contend against. Nor is it too much to say, that if a man were so placed and en- | “I think this Chart will will be just what we want 
dowed in every way that all his work should be made as easy as the ignorant imagine it to be, | tthe coming work.”—K. Payson Porter, Statistical 
: ’ Sec’y National 8. 8. Association, 
“It presents to the eye distinctly and at a glance a 
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that man would find in that very facility itself a condition most unfavorable to his intellectual 
growth. So that, however circumstances may help us or hinder us, the intellectual life is | group or historical facts which otherwise can be com. 
always a contest or a disciplime, and the art or skill of living intellectually does not so much prehended but slowly and with difficulty.” —S. C. Bart- 
consist in surrounding ourselves with what is reputed to be advantageous, as in compelling every | ‘® ).D., President Dartmouth College 
circumstance and condition of our lives to yield us some tribute of intellectual benefit and force. gui nase Oe cee = rena, tent 
The needs of the intellect are as various as intellects themselves are various; and if a man has | Dr. C.R. Blackall, 8.8. Ed. Bapt. Publication Society. 
got high mental culture during his ag through life, it is of little consequence where he | “ This ingenious Chart is the most complete and 
acquired it, or how. The schaol of the intellectual man is the place where he happens to be; | ye oe Fg vk ietngystd poner «oe 
and his teachers are the people, books, animals, plants, stones, and earth round about him. | $5 inany points asto be agroat ald to tnetoemione anal 
The feeling almost always predominant in the minds of intellectual men as they grow older, is | to give by its general view of the whole at once new 
not so much one of regret that their opportunities were not more abundant, as of regret that they 

so often missed nip pages es which they might have turned to better account. I have written 


ideas of God's providence, and the results of obeying 
and disobeying him.’’—F. N. Peloubet, D.D., author of 

for all classes, in the conviction that the intellectual life is really within the reach of every one 

who earnestly desires it.” 


the well-known S. 8. Lesson Notes, Natick, Mass. 


“Itgave me thought for food, and seed for future 
sowing.’’—Rev. A. F. Schauffler. 


For sale by 


PENN PUBLISHING CO., 
No. 802 Chestnut St, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Cloth binding, 60 cts.; Russia, gilt edges, $1.20; by mail, 8 cts. extra. 


Address, THE PENN PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
802 CHESTNUT STREET, - PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


“A MODEL SUPERINTENDENT.’ 


A sketch of the life and work of Henry P. Haven, of the International Lesson Committee, by 
H. Clay TRUMBULL, Edlitor of The Sunday School Times. Price, bound in cloth, with | 
fine steel portrait, $1.00. 

A pastor, superintendent, or teacher can hardly get for himself a more helpful book than 

“A Model Superimtendent.” Itshows just what a wise superintendent did, and just how he did 

it. The followjng notices show in what esteem the book is held by those who have reviewed it, 








AGENTS Wane: on Salary or Commission. Jas. FE. 
Whitney, Nurseryman, Rochester, N. Y. 














Saesmen wanted to hande pest Washer & Wringer* 
Not for sale in stores, The F. F. Adams Co., Erie, Pa. 


"Qc Orders in 4 days; “60 in 3days.” Terms, etec., 

JV free. JameEs H. EARLE, Publisher, Boston. 
GENTS WANTED FOR THE PERSONAL 

4% History of General Grant. Apply at once 

to secure choice of territory. 

8.8. SCRANTON &CO., Publishers, Hartford, Conn, 


OK AGENTS WANTED ts 
“PLATFORM ECHOES, or LIVING TRUTHS for 
d Heart.” Now selling by 





ousands. A bran 










From The Examiner and Chronicle, New York. 

“We hardly know of a volume which so pleasantly 
and so thoroughly introduces a novice to the methods 
of work that have been intreduced by that sanctified 
common sense with which Mr. Haven was liberally 
endowed.” 


From The New York Observer. | 
“ He was indeed a model superintendent, and this | 
book tells how he becaine such; it exhibits his methods | 
and gives, besides, the precise forms and exercises 
which he used. Edited so ably and intelligently, and 
possessing in itself such valuahile characteristics, the 
volume will be widely useful.” 


From The Hartford Courant. 


“The volume is carefullf written in excellent, forci- 
ble English, and with a directness that engages and 
holds the attention to the narrative from beginning to 
en The story is one tha) will be cf great service, 
and itis likely from its manner and substance to secure | 
the wide perusal it deserves.’ 


The latest and best the 
Bierstadt Portrait, a compan- 
ion to his Lincoln and Gar- 
field. From a special sitting 
before his sickness approved 
and Autograph affixed by Gen- 
» eral Grant April ‘23d, 1885. 
19x24, $1. Artist Proot, 3. By 
mail. Agents Wanted, 


E. B. TREAT, Publisher, 
771 Broadway, N. Y. 


From The Congregationaltst, Boston. } 

“The book ought to. be in every Sabbath-schoo: | 
| library, while, if some meanscould be devised by which | 
deacons and other prominent laymen in generalcould | 
inwardly digest it, the effect could not fail of being es- 
pecially lappy and favorable to all good.” 


| 
an No ng 
| book just / 
From The Inter-Ocean, Chioago. | From The New York Tribune. | compiced ny ohn B. Go ugh. 
“ A most valuable book. It is replete in just such | “His methods of working, which were original and | the grandest of the age. Ministers say ‘‘ Godspeed it”, 
tions as the Sunday-school worker needs. Itis | effective, are minutely described by Mr. Trumbull, | Everyone laughs cries over it. “ey Ss. BVT splendid 
plain, practical, and abounds in good common sense— affording a varus wy to the tencher, a9 well as | = n n Taspedneton 7 oe an AN P . .. pet, 
&@ most valuable acquisition in teaching the young.” an example of rare sense an evoted energy | - 4 » Aer Ser ™s, 
| applied te the cause of religious instruction.” | ete.. to A. D,. WORTHINGTON & CO., Hartford, Conn. 
? 
| 


From The Baptist Teacher, Philadelphia. 

“Mr. Haven was a man of activity and power in 
many relations, but he is especially presented in his 
post as superintendent. This view makes his biogra- 
phy of valuetoallaspiring Sunday-schoo!l workers, and 
all Christian men,” 








~ READ THIS TWICE! 


_In addition to our premiums of music 
and Shakespeare Cards, we have just 
issued a beautiful panel picture, in 
colors, 13 x 28, a fac-simile reproduc- 
tion of one of the Paris salon paint- 
ings for 1884, entitled “ Le Roman 
Noveau” (The New Novel} Itisa 
perfect gem, and well worthy a place 
on the wall of any of the patrons of 
~ | Dobbins’ Electric Soap. We have 
copyrighted it,and it cannot be issued 
by any other house than ourselves. 
The edition is limited, and will be 
issued gratis in the following manner 
only: Save your wrappers of Dobbins’ 
Electric Soap, and as soon as you get 
25,mail them to us, with your full ad- 
dress, and we will mail you “ Le Ro- 
man Noveau,” mounted ready for 
hanging, free ofall expense. Thesoap 


ROM A N E Vil IRE s |improves with age, and those who 


By EpwWArpD Gipson, Esq. With Notes by the Rev. H. H. MrnMan. | desire a copy of the picture at once, 
A NEW EDITION TO WHICH IS ADDED A COMPLETE INDEX OF THE WHOLE work. | 22V¢ Oly to buy the 25 bars of their 


From Our Bible Teacher, Dayton, O. ( United Brethren) 

* Itis notaspeculative disquisition on whataSunday- 
school superintendent ought to be, but the story of 
what anearnest, devoted superintendent actually was. 
It is written in a com but warm style, and is rich ip 
every page with valuable suggestion to superinten- 
dents and teachers,” 


From The Westeninster Teachcr ( Presbyterian). 

“ We know not where there isa volume better worth 
reading by the superintendents of our Sabbath schools, 
00 3 Me faidinetic statement of what a superintendent 
ought to be is well, but the exhibition of the true super- 
intendent in his life is better... . Others than superin- 
tendents will be helped by this book. We commend | for his guidance, and ground for his encouragement in 
it to all of our readers as one worth owning and study- | the labors and successes of this most faithful and effec- 
ing.” | tive toiler in an excellent and worthy cause.” 


Mailed on receipt of $1.00. Address, JOHN D. WATTLES, Philadelphia, Pa. 


A STANDARD WORK, 


BROUGHT WITHIN THE REACH OF ALL. 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


OF THE 


From The Evening Transcript, Boston. 
“ The volume might with great propriety be made a 
hand-book by all Sunday-school teachers and superin- 
tendents. In fact there is no person in any condition 
in life, or any community, whocould not find precepts 








grocer at once. This will insure the 
receipt of the wrappers by us before 
the edition is exhausted. There is, of 
course, 20 advertising on the picture. 


It has obtained undisputed possession, as rightful occupant, of the vast period which it I. L. CRAGIN & CO.. Phila.. Pa 
comprehends, : , . 


The great work of GIBBON is indispensable to the student of history. The literature of 
Europe offers no substitute for “ THE DECLINE AND FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.” | 


Mention this paper. 

| BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 

| Its meritsasa WASH RLUE have been fully tested 
and indorsed by thousands of housekeepers. Your 


Grocer ought to have it on sale. Ask him for Ii! 
D. 8S. WILTBERGER, Prop., 233 N. 2d St., Phila,, Pa. 


Set of 5 volumes, half Russia, $3.00. Postage, 50 cents extra. 


Address, PENN PUBLISHING CO., 
802 CHESTNUT STREET, . PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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TEACHING AND TEACHERS, or, The Sunday | 


School Teachers’ Teaching Work, and the Other Work 
of the Sunday-School Teacher, by the Rev. Dr. H. 
Clay Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday School Times. 


390 pages. Price, $1.50. 
From the Hon. Henry Barwarp, LL.D., formerly 
Commissiouer of Education of the United States, 

“T have read your Teaching and Teachers through, 

and am charmed with it, and so ismy wife, It isthe 

best book for teachers, not only of Sunday-schools, but 

of any grade and Class of schools.” 

From the Rev. Marx Tlorkins, D.D., LL.D., for- 


merly President of Willams College. 


“Itis a work that hits the nail on the head, and I | 
i So far | 


am sure Will be of great service to very many. 
as { have had success in teaching, it has been by an 
imperfect application of the principles you have so 
fully and successfully flustrated, It wasa work much 
needed, and I congratulate you on having written it.” 


From the Hon, Jcenivs I. Seerye, D.D., LL.D, 
President of Amherst College. 
** TL have found it both instructive and fascinating. I 
shall rejoice in its wide cireulation ; fer itis certainly a 
most healthy and helpful book. 


From THomas Cuase, LL.D., 


President of Haverford 
College. 


THE INTERNATIONAL 


REVISION COMMENTARY = 


ON THE NEW TESTAMENT. i 





VOLUMES NOW 
: (1) 


The Gospel According to St. Matthew. 
By PHILIP SCHAFF, D.D. 
One vol. 16mo. With a Map. $1.25. 


[2] 


READY, 





The Gospel According to Mark. 
Ry Professor MATTHEW RB. RIDDLE. 
One vol. 16mo. With a Map. $1.00, 


(3) 
The Gospel According to Luke. 
By Professor MATTHEW B. RIDDLE. 
One vol. IGme. $1.25. 


(4) 
The Gospel According to John. 
By Prof. W. MILLIGAN and Prof. W. F. MOULTON, 
One vol. l6Gmo. $1.25. 


f ? 
Ler) 
The Acts of the Apostles, 
By Dean HOWSON and Canon DONALD SPENCE, 
One vol. iGmo. With a Map. $1.25. 


|8) 
The Epistle of Paul to the Romans. 
By Professor MATTHEW B. RIDDLE. 
One Vol. 1L6mo. $1.00. 


“It will guide and stimulate thousands, and make | 


them much more effective in their sacred work. I 
could wish that every teac her in the country wouki 
study it carefully.’ 


From MERRILL E 
gers College. 
“In these days, when the multiplication of ‘ aids’ 
for the Sunday-school teacher is rendering easy so 
much of careless, formal, perfunctory ‘ teaching,’ it is 
a matter for congratulation with all thonghefal fe overs 
of Sunday- school work, that a book like vour Teach- 
ing and" reachers appears. A loving inte rest of twenty 
years’ growth in this work approves he artily of the 

scope and of almost every detail of your book.’ 


LL.D., 


GaTEs, Ph.D., President of Rut- 


From WiLitamM W. Patron, D.D., 
of Howard University. 

*Itis an admirable book, and exactly hits the mark 
at whieh it aims, And then it excels in the quality 
of being instrvetive w ithout a trace of dullness; which 
completes the success,’ 


From the Rev. S. L. Canpwer.n, D.D., LL. D., Presi- 
dent of Vassar College. 

* The treatment is very sensible and practical. I 
think it will be of service to many a4 puzzied teacher, 
whose wits are ¢ ont used about what he has to do, and 
how he shall do it.’ 


President 


A WORD TO CANVASSERS. 


Firet, 
To Experienced Canvassers: 


You do not need advice. An experienced canvasser 
can reach his own conclusions if the facts are laid 
before him. 

Upon the question, then, as to whether it will be well 
for you to consider the book, Teaching and Teachers, 
we submit the following : 

1, [tis a book for a special class of readers, Pastors, 
superintendents, and Sunday-schoo! teachers will, at 
least, be ready to look Into the meritsof a book which 
aims to help them in their particular work, You are, 
therefore, sure ofa hearing. 

2. Itis not one of a dozen or more books, of equal 
mcrit, fur the same purpose. It stands by itself, and 
is counted, on all sites, as fhe best book bearing upon 
the work of the Sunday-school teacher, As evidence 
of this, examine the testimonials of the well-known 
educators, and the notices of the press, which will be 
sent to you upon application, 

& The new terms to canvassers are liberal, and pro- 
vide for special remuneration to those who prove suc- 
cessful, 

4. Ap agent taking a certain field will not be inter- 
fered with by other canvassers. 


Second, 
To Beginners: 


We need to say more to you. Some of you would 
not wish to give your whove time te book canvassing, 
but woulkl like to use your evenings, or seme portion 
of the day. to the best advantage, at that or some 
other remunerative work. 

You may hesitate to apply for an agency, fearing 
that more will be expected of you than you can do in 
your limited time. We do not want you to hold back 
for such a reason, Make your application, stating 
the conditions, and your case will be understeod. A 


smalier field will probably be given you at first, but it | 


ean be increased If you require it. 

It may be that the field covered by your own Sun- 
day-school, together with a few neighboring schools, 
will at first be sufficient. 

We believe that you can be successful at the work, 
We do not. of course, say that you wiibe, That is for 


you tosay. We can give you the right book and the 
right terms 
Ifyou are inclined to take hold, and do your best, in | 


such time as you may be able to devote to it. let us | 


hear from you, and we will at once give you our terms, 





Do not wait. The first satisfactory applicant 
from your locality will secure the agency. 
Address, JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa, 


TO PASTORS, SUPERINTENDENTS, 


| 802 CHESTNUT ST. 


BY BRITISH Axo AMERICAN | SCHOLARS 170 and. REVISERS. 


| made plaih.” 


| freshness of its expositions.” 


who are vow interested in the study of The Acts we will mail that volume on receipt of price, as above. $1.25, 
and ifon examination you are pleased with the work, and O17 ¥ the other five volumes to complete the 
set, will furnish them at the price, $6.00 less $1. 25, or $4.7 


PENN PUBLISHING Cco., 


ta 
CRITICAL NOTICES. 


“ Though the author of this volume, Professor M. B. 
Riddle, has had much experience in commentary 
making, he has never shown clearer, cleaner, or fitter | 
work than this. To say that it is scholarly, and abreast 
of the times, fs its just, but not its entire praise. It is, | 
to all appearance, the best sample of ‘clearing the | 
commentaries,’ with which the popular religious world | 
has yet been blessed. It isa book for the masses—at 
least the masses of sensible lovers of scriptural truth | 
-The 8. 8. Mes. 


“It is especially commendabie for the clearness and 
United Presbyterian. 
“Tt is athoroughly practical book and will find great 
vor."'— Congregationalist. 


“Its general che aracteristics are 


brevity, 
and importance.” 


—San Francisco Christian 


clearness 
Advocate. 
* For those who desire a good and cheap commen- 


enue; this is the very thing.”—Richmond Christian 
Advocate. 


“ The exposition is fully abreast with the best biblical 
scholarship of the century, while it concedes nothing 
lo the ‘destructive criticism.’ — Christian Intelligencer. 


“We can conscientiously commend this as one of the 
very best commentaries for popular use that we have 
examined, the contents upon the texts are clear and 
honest.” —C hicago Bvangelist. 


“ While this commentary is of a popular character, 
there is apparent in it the highest scholarship and | 
profound study. The introduction is of great valne, 
and pats in an available form the results of learned 
investigation.” — Phila. Ladherun Observer. 


“No commentary yet published equals this for its 
happy, clear, and etfective presentation of the latest 
results ot investigation by the men who have made 
the study of Holy Writ such an earnest, devoted, and 
thorough life work.” — Boston Sunday Globe, 


AND SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 








ELOCUTION | 
FREE 


New 70-page Catalogue of THE NATIONAL SCHOOL 
OF ELOCUTION AND ORATORY, (416 and 1418 Chest- 
- Bo vw ‘@ | oat on application to Dr. 


Chartered 8 ae ye ote. and ecnfers 


L Corps of instructors ; each ‘a Specialist. .FALL TERM 
begins September 28. 





instituted 


Degrees ; 


M., President. 
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JAMES Ss. EARLE & SONS, ete t c “estmut St., Phila. 


CLT Teen 
KATALYSINE SP SPRING WATER 


Nature’s Great fer GOUT, DYS- 
PEPSIA, RIEU MATERM, MALARIA, 
DIABETES, DROPSY, KIDNEY AND 


BLADDER TROUBLES, and any diseases 

arising from the Kidueys. 

“The arg water alone of all alleged medicinal 
ene Be ae 


tive tive and reqorate, effects 


"Dr. Bell, oft Mu ‘uk on ye, 
mo 


2 ht at rere 
tee ysicinn 


White oe ae, Springs, and 
‘ashington University, Bulttmore. = —_ 


Pamphiets and water can Gund of all druggists, or 
GETTYSBURG apts bao e co. 
Gettysberg. Pa., and Philadelphia, Pa. 


CARMEL SOAP, 


Made of Pure Olive Oil, 


By a MISSION SOCIETY in PALESTINE: 

An yy tollet requisite. It is superior to all other 

soaps for the Nursery, Teeth, aud Hair. 
ABSOLUTELY PURE. 

A. KLIPSTELN, Sole Agent, 52 Cedar St. New York. 


WENO SOLICITORS W ANTED for 


EMOIRS OF |} GRANT 


His ewn account of the 
| que OF madera times. 200, Yas e Sue 
ents’ success is immense, @ to 1 OO orders a week * 
in IBBARD BROS., Pub’s, 723 Chestnut St; Phila, _Pa 


I omeeopathic Veterinary Medicines and works giv- 











“Rogers Groups.” Sole | 





~*~ 
| 


SERSEILE (N 


alien Academy. For 
circulars, address Cal eh 


. Wright, A.M., Princip’! 


Lake Erie y 


PAINSVILLE, O. 


Twenty-seventh year opens September 10, 1885, En- 
trance game lith and I2th. Applications 
should be made early. 


MISS MARY EVANS, Principal. 


- BAST SERS ic i AC ADEMY, 
st Greenwich, RK. I. 

Completpesunate te Literature, Music, and Art, with 
first-class Commercial College. Attention given to 
Industrial Science, preparing students for School of | 
Technology, etc. Expenses modc rate, easy Of access, 
healthful im situation, located on Narragansett Bay, 
and Stonington Line from New York, one and a half 
hours’ ride from Boston. Fall Term — eg 1. 
Winter Term, Dec, 1. Spring Term, March 23. Send | 











} for catalogue. Rev. 0. H. FERNALD, A, \. M., Principal. 





LADIES’ SCHOOL. 


OGONT. 


The Thirty-sixth year | 

PHILADELEREA) the Baked | 

TRY COOK BS PALATIALCOUNTE ¥ SEAT, 
commences Se ber 2:3. Peineipale. 
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Mary L. Bonney, HARRIETTE A. DILLAYE, 
Frances E. BENNETT, S¥tvia J. BaAStTMAN, 
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chess! in New England. Bxce lent facilities in Acad- 

ic Syudies. ec, P: ustrial Science and 
Semaseral udies. ment of $60 in advance 
= cover all tuition in the tory and Academic 


Courses, together with board, limited amount of wash- 
ing, reom rent be - and all other necessary ex- 


penegs, Tie p.Nstiqnery.} ights, and sma. 


con- 
of twelve ie 


RE Bees 


CONSERVATORY OF OF MUSIC 


i. Masa., OLDEST in America; 

uipped inthe WORLD 100 tree 
- a Ot Studenss last year. Thorough Listruction in 
Vocal and Imstramental Music, Piano and Organ Tun- 
ing, Fine Arts, Oratory. _ iterature, French, German, 
and ltalian nguages. sh Branches, Gymnastics, 
ete. Tuition, $5 to $2: board and room, $45 to $73 
rterm, Fall Term begins September 10, 1885. For 

Tllustrated Calendar, giving fall information, address, 
k LU ar me teats ik canklia Sq., BOSTON, Mass. 








| STAMMERING CURED. 


| of Professor Johnston’s methed permanent. 


ing plain directions for their use are foundinsteck | 
j at Boeric ke & Tuafel's Pharmacy at wil Arch 8t., Phila ' 





For © irculars 


‘Bible Correspondence School. to" address 


‘J. A. WORDBN, 1334 Chestnut St, Philadelphia. 


| system that will apply to al 


-TIONS OF SPENCE pormorenill 


“ RESULTS PERMANENT.” 

Fen is to certify that after having stammered thirty 
| pee was perfectly cured by Prof. E. S. Johnston, 
n a, weeks. Lam very thankfulto him for doing 
what I first thought impossible." I consider the pe 

J 

Re iously tried other treatments, but never got relief 
ill new. Lam fully convinced that he has a rfect 
all who are thus a 


icted. 
My cure has been effected seven months. 
JAS. S&S. GEISINGER, Lebanon, Pa. 
STAMMERING AND ALL NERVOUS AFFEC- 
eured, The cause 
forever removed by E. 8. JOH NSTON., Institute, N. E. 
Corner ELEVENTH and SPRING GARDEN Streets, 
biladelphia, 


Rockland College, Ryne, N.Y, Bath te 
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. mpueationAL. 


M EI tA 4948 flnccCrehmte) Meda Cc. shortiides, 
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L, me, Principal. 





xen, 
Low rates. Twelve Teachers. 
Steam héat. W. H, BANISTER, A. M., Principal. 


JERSEY ACADEMY, 


BRIDGETON, N. J. Principat & Allen, B.A. 


MORGAN PARK MILITARY ACADEMY, 


Morgan Park, Cook County, Ill, Send for eatalogtie. 














Tre t ys «Norristown, Pa. For young 
Men and Boy 8. 16 niles from Philadelphia; 4:2d year. 
Family comforts. Thorough instruction. College or 





business preparation. Joun W: Loew) Ph. D., Principal 





Miss M.S. Gibson’s Family and Day School 


fer Young Ladies and Little Girls ( wobe 1919 
Walnut me. ), Will | re-open at 2106 Spruce Street, Sept. 74, 


GOLDEN HILL SEMINARY f28.29%3% 


LITTLE GIRLS, Bridgeport, Comm. For circulars, © 
address MISS EMILY »} ELSON, —. 8 
MES Ss. HY DE and DAU GHTERS wiht 
their Boarding and Day School for young. 
amton, N. Y., Sept. 16, 
mited. For particulars, address ‘MRS. J. G. 





tom ef 
HYDE. 


RUCBY ACADEMY, 


1415 Lecust St., Philadelphia. Students? pre- 
pares for business or for high standing in College. 


#% YOeNne z LA AO SEMINARY, 


beet Healthy unten. Music, ye Modern 
Sept. 22. Languages. Rev. F. . CHANDLER, D.D. 


EST WALNUT ST. SEMINARY FOR 

Young Ladies.—Open Se Rey for 

giving & superior education ine ‘ite lectic, and 
aratory De tmeits; alsoin } a and Art. 

BS, HEN RibTLA KUTZ, 2045 Walnut St, , Phila. 


DAREINGTON: SEMINARY for Young Ladies, 
est Chester, Chester Co,, Pa. Location beautiful, 
buildings excellent 27 acres. All branches, including 
languages, music. b pointing. Session commences Se pt 
14, 3180 per year. Ad. Richard Darlington, Pb.D., Prin. 


M ETZGER INST =, CARLISLE, PA. 
A home school —— ent ndvai tas ryou 
Ladies. New and commod os Eeuding. healthfu 
location, and beautifal nds. School rPriecipel Sept. 
16, 1885. MISS HARRIET L. DEXTER, P: 


REYLOCK South Williamstown, 


Berkshire Co., M 

A preparatory oa avon. Healthful 
location, pleasant homeandthorou Tt schoul, Circulars 
on application. GEORGE F. MILLS, Principal. 


PARK INSTITUTE ie Business of Ce Colteee. 


eS pane pe a eg 
tev: SCUTT B. we aor eta ye, NY. 


West Chestnut Street 


Young. Ladies and Little Gtris, 
Sept, 22, at 40%) Chestnut St., 
Mrs, J. A. 


circulars address the Prin., 
PHILADELPHIA SEMINARY, 


1325 North Broad St. Boarding School for Young he 
dies and Little Girls. Fifteenth year begins Septem- 
ber 9th. Address Rebecca E. Judkins, Principal 


MRS. SUTTON’S HOME SCHOOL 


and 3511 ry eee A 





























FOR GIR Ss. ae? s 
| West eS irteenth ar Sdosipel. 
ber 


r 23, 1885. For circulars, 


PENNSYLVANIA “J ibpaey~ 








CHESTER. 2%th eae opena September Te Min 
t College. ere ea 
| meuts. Apply to eet THEO. UYATI President. 
HAckrenros (CN. J.) INSTITUTE. 
panes gentlemen all ‘Ladies’ Co}lege. 
| Muste ae y rejial, and Scientific 


CG ondese. aie of 
the ae om. lack of roo’ 
REV. GE RGE H. WIITNEY, 





Worcester, Mass, Fitt 
» Year. Buildin, 
in situation econ Grounds ample. 


first 
admirable 
eachers ex- 


perienced thorougn. Discipline kind, 
re ‘development of character. $20,000 100. Scholar- 
ship Foundation, D. W. ABERCROMBIE, A.M., Prin, 





DOUGLASS SEMINARY, Watertord, Me. 


The seventh year eepisechonl, 2 hor young 
Sept.2. Location attractive 


a Le ia ‘erm n 
prope s a Board es fuel 
$130 per year. Address DOUGLASS, ‘ 





Under care of Lg <r ney 
from. 


COLLEGE. 
a mare 
Bites 


xine 
~~ nai MR AAC SHABE. 
Tees Dias HAVERFORD COLLEGE, P. O., PA. 





HOUGHTON SEMINARY 


bh 4 , EG LAD ES, CLESEON, 
ze 2 2 complete gn 
= nay Poo unsurpassed. 

 * G. B 


Wells College for Young Ladies, 


roo vg CAYUGA LA 
FULL COLLEGIATE Course. of Stady. Superior 
facilities for MUSIC and ART. Taemion uusUr- 
passed for to 4x and healthfnlness. Session begins 


September iS tt Send for catalogue. 
ISBEE, D.D., lent. 


ELMIRA COLLEGE, wont, 


nder care of the synod of New York, offers 
ae of study in College, Eclectic and ‘Preparatory 
Lew artments; alsoin Musicand Art. Heated b; 
turnixhed with an elevator. Everythin firat-class. 
enrncatates A. W. COW LES, D.D., Him ra, N. ¥. 











In ordering goed4, or in making ouieeneshe 
anything advertised in Uris paper, you will oblige the 
publisher, as well ad the advertiser, by stating that you 
| saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 














il refund to subscribers 


The Sunday Sehool Times intends to admit only at ym are trustworthy, aay oy an advertisement of & party not in good standing be inadvertently tuserter; 


oy that they levee tiereby, 











